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Italian gangsters, 

All my life, Italian gangsters; 

there's the one with the scar; 

there's the good-looking one with the curls 

who is a coward; 

there's the little murderer who loves his mother; 

there's the ratty one in the white car 

blowing on his nails; 

there's the dignified old Don who turns good, 

and dies; 

there's the big, oily one being gunned down 

in the restaurant - his head sinks 

into his bowl of spaghetti; 

the man with the machine gun is Italian too, 

and grinning. 

All my life Italian gangsters; 

you too, Leonardo and Galileo, 

and you too, Pop. 
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A TYPICAL EXAMPLE OF DISTORTION 

In the 1995 film, "To Die For," based on a true story, Nicole Kidman's character tricks three 

teens into killing her low-brow Italian husband whose 

family gets even by hiring a mobster to kill her. 

In real-life, however, the only Italians involved were 

the two State Attorneys, Paul Maggiotto and Diane 

Nicolosi, who convicted the murderess to a life 

sentence. (Shades of Daniel Petrocelli beating 

O.J. Simpson at his civil trial!). 

"To Die For" is a typical example of how the facts 

of real-life incidents are often distorted or 

misinterpreted to put a "negative" spin on Italian Americans. 

For other examples of distortion and bias, visit www.stereotypethis.com and its "Hollywood vs. 

Joe Truth" feature (www.stereotypethis.com/myths/vsTruth1.php). 
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ADDENDUM 

Since Italian stereotypes remain a staple of popular entertainment, the figures and 

percentages, though consistent, remain in flux. Further research of historical films 

or verification of upcoming projects necessitates a fluidity in the overall methodology. 

For a copy of the lnstitute's complete film study, send a check for $20.00 to: 

Italic Institute of America 

Attn: Film Study 

P.O. Box 818 

Floral Park, NY 11001 

To keep up-to-date on the Institute and its projects, visit www.italic.org. 

Feedback is always appreciated. Direct comments or suggestions to: ltalicOne@aol.com. 
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Films by Category 

Overall statistics: 

mobsters: 528, 34.9% 

bad people: 508, 33.6% 

positive: 476, 31.5% 

• Mobsters (includes both real and fake portrayals) - 528 films, 34.9%
• Bad people (includes negative portrayals of classical Rome/Renaissance)

508 films, 33.6%
• Positive (includes positive portrayals of classical Rome/Renaissance) -

476 films, 31.5%
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Films by Type 

Positive image vs. negative image 
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positive: 476, 31.5% 

negative: 1036, 68.5% 
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Mobster Films by Type 

fake mobsters: 459, 86.9% 

real mobsters: 69, 13.1% 

Fake mobsters vs. real mobsters 

• Fake mobsters: 86.9% (459 films) - Marlon Brando's Godfather
• Real mobsters: 13.1% (69 films) -Al Capone and Lucky Luciano

According to the above statistics, nearly nine out of ten mobster 

images are generic, evil stereotypes with no basis in reality. 
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Influence of "The Godfather" 

Pre-Godfather vs. Post-Godfather 

pre-Godfather: 98, 18.6% 

post-Godfather: 430, 81.4% 

The majority of Italian mobster films documented in the study 

(81.4%) were released after "The Godfather" (1972). 

This statistic shows how the film's success shaped the subsequent 

image of Italian Americans in popular culture. 
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Classical Rome/Renaissance 

positive: 16, 38.1% 

negative: 26, 61.9% 

Positive images vs. negative images 
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Films by Category 

Breakdown of all categories 
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bad people: 482, 31.9% 

fake mobsters: 459, 30.4% 

real mobsters: 69, 4.6% 

negative classical: 26, 1.7% 

positive: 460, 30.4% 

positive classical: 16, 1.1% 


























































































































































