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Glitz Only Goes So Far
by John Mancini, Executive Director

We have come to a point where Ital-
ian American activists are using all
means available to keep our her-
itage alive and well.  Podcasts,
videos, publications, galas, confer-
ences, museums, clubs, scholar-
ships, parades, and everything in
between.  But how to measure the
results?

Most organizations claim success by
virtue of membership rolls or photo-ops with rich people
and Italian diplomats.  One major group touts special re-
lationships with Italy’s government, its regions, and its cor-
porations.  It even proclaims special membership in the
United Nations. Another group stages galas sponsored by
the old House of Savoy where capes and royal medals
adorn tuxedos.  In short, there’s a whole segment of our
community awash in glamour and high-rollers.

All this glitz, all of these glorious relationships haven’t
moved the needle on our media image.  Nor have they awak-
ened our younger generations.  

Our community once built and ran the most
prestigious cultural center in America at Co-
lumbia U., but only the Italic Institute fought
to save it from going “European.”  Glitz didn’t
lend a hand, so we lost it.

As I write, the Garibaldi-Meucci Mu-
seum on Staten Island, NY—the gem of
our history—badly needs financial sup-
port.  Will glitz come to its rescue?

Will glitz ever support the dedicated men
and women who operate cultural centers,
local museums, and language programs
around the country but receive little or
nothing from on high?  

We can only wish!

FINALLY!
Last year, a Mexican
filmmaker made a movie
about the remarkable
Mother Cabrini.  It was a
long time coming.

This year, an Italian
made a film about
Amadeo Giannini, the
American banking ge-
nius who created branch
banking and financed
Walt Disney.

The documentary is titled  A Little Fellow: The Legacy
of A.P. Giannini. A bit misleading. as the title refers to
the average American who benefitted from Giannini’s
innovations, not the banker himself who stood six-feet.
What’s important is that our community now has at
least two professional films to document some of the
many contributions of Italian Americans.

The problem is how to find
the film?  YouTube has the
2-minute trailer, but like

Cabrini,
y o u
w o u l d
have to
license a viewing from Collective Eye
Films, an agent for educational docu-
mentaries. We just bought a copy for
$200.

Such is the problem with positive
image films.  They are not box office
hits out of Hollywood.  Yet, credit
must go to filmmakers like Davide
Fiore, an Italian from Torino who
was passionate enough to make this
film and persistent enough to finance
it through the internet.  He is now
based in Los Angeles, clearly not liv-
ing on the “profits” of A Little Fellow.
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The Ultimate Sacrifice
An overwhelming number of Boomers have photos of a
parent in uniform from World War II.  Termed  the
Greatest Generation, most survived the wartime ordeal
to enjoy the postwar life and raise families.

Americans of Italian origin served in huge numbers,
some estimates have

us as the largest eth-
nic group in uni-
form.   Some twenty
of our brethren

earned the Congres-
sional medal of
Honor.  And many
more did not come
home alive.

In our April, 2024 Up-
date we told the story
of Lt. Pasquale “Pat”
Aceto (inset) who died
of wounds during the
liberation of the
Philippines in 1944.
Lt. Aceto was the

great uncle of Andrew Ricci, an attorney and our part-
time Design Editor.

After months of correspondence with the U.S. Army
Awards and Decorations Unit. we were able to restore
this hero’s missing military decorations.   Lt. Aceto’s
story and decorations will now be a family heirloom.

Grave Located
The Camelio Family of Massachusetts
had a mission during a European va-
cation, to find the gravesite of an uncle
killed in the European Theater on Feb-
ruary 28, 1945.  That was U.S. Army
Private First Class Mario Camelio (left).

S t e v e n
Camelio and family found
the marker in a Belgian
cemetery.  

PFC. Camelio’s name lives
on in Steven’s brother
Mario of New Hampshire.
Born ten years later on the
same day of his uncle’s
death, Mario’s parents
took it as a sign to change
his intended name to
honor his uncle’s.
[Note:  the Camelios are cousins
of Exec. Director John Mancini.]

Come Va l’Italia?
The land of our ancestors is doing just fine.  Under the
leadership of the center-right government of Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni, Italians
are enjoying one of the longest run-
ning administrations (3 years) since
Italy became a republic in 1946.

Its economy ranks 8th in the world,
ahead of Russia and Canada.  But
its debt is 137% of economic output
(the U.S. is at 125%).

Italians pay more than twice as much as us for home
energy, and gasoline is almost $7 a gallon.

Italy has what people want: luxury items of every kind,
technology in every field, and lots of special foods.  It
even builds warships for our Navy.  Closer to home, the
Trump Administration just slashed the tariffs on those
high-end Italian pastas (Rummo, Garofalo, La
Molisana) after some serious Italian pushback.

To meet the new NATO requirement to allocate 5% of
its budget to defense, Italy has cleverly added the

perennial dream of a
bridge connecting Sicily
with the mainland as a
“military” expenditure—
the strategic movement of
troops and supplies being
the rationale. At an esti-
mated cost of $15 billion it
would be the longest sus-

pension bridge in the world.  For now, the project is
awaiting clearance from Italy’s high court to proceed.

Our once impoverished homeland boasts the third
highest gold reserves in the world (2,452 tons or $340
billion), behind the U.S. and Germany.  Recently, PM
Meloni’s Fratelli d’Italia Party wants the treasure de-
signated as belonging to the “Italian people” rather than
to the state.  What their reasoning is has even interna-
tional bankers wondering.  In the meantime, Italians
shouldn’t expect to divvy up the hoard anytime soon. 

Sadly, of the 46 teams to compete
in the Soccer World Cup this year,
Italy is not one.  A nation devoted
to the sport has failed for the first
time to field a winning team.   In
the past, Italy was the first team to
win consecutive titles in 1934 &
1938, then again in 1982 and 2006
(right).  It was the first to have
reached the finals six times in total.
This year must be a real gut-punch.

Our Andrew Ricci with great uncle
Pat and his late mother Janice,

bearer of the Aceto line.

(l-r, Steven, wife Mary, son
Nick with fiancée Ashley)



Dr. Joseph Giordano, 84, is cred-
ited with saving the life of President
Ronald Reagan in 1981 after an at-
tempted assassination.  A surgeon by
training, Giordano had also created
the Trauma Center that was prepared
for such emergencies.  The  severely
weakened Reagan jokingly asked if
he was a Democrat, Giordano replied,

"Today, Mr. President, we are all Republicans."

James Leprino, 87, was called
“America’s Mozzarella King”as the
world’s largest producer of that
cheese.  Leprino Foods still pro-
vides the topping for Domino’s,
Pizza Hut, Little Caesar, Papa
Johns, and most frozen pizza mak-
ers.  What started as a side business
for his father now employs 5,500
workers and 18 factories.  Utilizing
the leftover whey, the company now supplies lactose and
protein powders for baby formula around the world.

Sam Sebastiani, 84 was not
only a storied Sonoma, CA, wine-
maker but a conservationist.  His
father planted the vines and pro-
duced sacramental/medicinal
wines during Prohibition.  When
Sam took over in 1967 he ex-
panded into moderate priced and
varietal wines, eventually selling
the business for $31 million in
2005.  Some of the money went

into preserving wetlands earning him an EPA award.

Giorgio Armani, 91, Italian
fashionista and founder of the Ar-
mani luxury brands that include
cosmetics, perfumes and  cos-
tume design for over 100 films.
Armani ventured into hotels and
sports, designing uniforms for
Olympic and professional sports
teams.  Socially, he encouraged
the banning of underweight models.

Theodore Grippo, 96, was an at-
torney and early associate of the Italic
Institute. He famously sued (unsuc-
cessfully) HBO over The Sopranos, as
a violation of the "Dignity Clause" in
the Illinois state constitution.  Later
he wrote the book With Malice Afore-
thought exposing the errors in the in-
famous Sacco  and Vanzetti trial.
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Sic Transit Gloria Italica

Jazz great Chuck Mangione, 84,
achieved international success in
1978 with his jazz-pop single Feels
So Good, deemed by one critic the
most recognized tune since Michelle
by the Beatles.  He released more
than 30 albums, beginning in the
1960s.  His compositions were used
at the Olympics in 1976, 1978, and

1980 .   Mangione did side gigs as an actor on TV’s Magnum,
P.I. and the animated television series King of the Hill. 

Connie Francis, 87, was born
Concetta Franconero.  Her
singing career spanned decades
beginning with her 1957 rock ver-
sion of Who’s Sorry Now? She
was the first woman to reach No.
1 on the U.S. Billboard Hot 100
chart with Everybody's Some-
body's Fool in 1960. She was also
the first woman to achieve three No. 1 hits on the chart,
among her 53 career entries.  

Lou Christie, 82, was born
Lugee (sic) Sacco,  His first hit
song The Gypsy Cried debuted
his falsetto style.  It was his
agent Nick Cenci who Angli-
cized his name and encouraged
the falsetto, patterned on
Frankie Valli.  Christie also co-
authored his songs and stayed
active with live appearances;

joining the Oldies circuit and singing falsetto into his 70s.

Claudia Cardinale, 87, was among
the bevy of Italian beauties who pop-
ulated post-war movies. Born in
French Tunisia to Sicilian parents, she
spoke only French and Sicilian dialect
when young.  Her early Italian movies
had to be dubbed because of her
French accent and husky voice from
smoking two packs of cigarettes daily.

Paul Tagliabue, 84,  was the
commissioner of the National
Football League for 17 years.  A
lawyer by trade, he took some
strong stands like banning the Su-
perbowl in Arizona when that state
refused to recognize Martin Luther
King Day as a national holiday.
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Heritage is at Your Fingertips @ italic.org

A Message to the Media

To paraphrase
late carmaker
Lee Iacocca: 

“If you can find a
better website than
ours, use it.”

Our Almanac of  365 days
of historical events.

Listen to Italian music
from Opera to Fun tunes.

Short videos produced 
by our Institute.

Columbus Day 
products

A tour of Rome’s
Altar of Peace

Free subscription 
to our blogs

Click a photo to find 
other blogs by the author

A treasure
trove of

knowledge:

One click will
open centuries
of Italic his-
tory, achieve-
ments, and
thought.

Our special col-
lection of
books and peri-
odicals is like
none other.  It
is a unique mix
of sources to
give research-
ers or casual
readers a fuller
understanding
why and how
the Italic peo-
ple have
earned their
place in global
history.


