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Our Special Niche 
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Now and then I am contacted by 
well-meaning people to join forces 
with new umbrella organizations 
being formed with younger lead-
ership.  These groups want to hold 
revolutionary national confer-
ences, make Hollywood movies, 
and transform the “community.”  
Sadly, my jaded response is “Been 
there, done that.”   
 

Anyone who has participated in Italian American organ-
izations knows how frustrating such ambitious dreams 
are.  Eventually, every organization settles back into 
throwing galas and awarding scholarships.  A few launch 
magazines and newsletters with very limited circulations. 
 
Frankly, the Italic Institute never set the world on fire de-
spite going through all the stages of ambition: national 
membership, black-tie galas, Saturday youth programs, 
video productions, and a magazine.  Great while they 
lasted, but Italos are a tough market! 
 
Yet, like the miracle of compound in-
terest, all our work over 36 years was 
never wasted.  The research our ana-
lysts did and the articles and books 
that resulted now fill our online Re-
search Library.  Our team still man-
ages to get opinions published in 
mainstream media (see p. 2).  In 
short, we are a valuable player in the 
community and at large. 
 
We’re an arsenal of education.  Thou-
sands of our Columbus Day defense 
brochures have gone to groups 
around the country.  Our weekly blogs 
are mini-cultural lessons free for the 
taking.   
 
We have found our niche! 

The Sea Beckons 
The Italian Navy’s training 
ship Amerigo Vespucci just 
began a world cruise to help 
market Italian products and 
design. 
 
You may have seen it in New 
York Harbor for Op-Sail in 
1976, one of two Atlantic 
crossings. 
 
Built at Stabia on the Bay of 
Naples in 1931, it was the 
sister ship to the Cristoforo Colombo.  These steel-hulled 
tall ships, in turn, were modeled on a famous 19th Cen-
tury 84-gun Sicilian warship.  (Italy’s maritime creden-
tials weren’t just held by Venice and Genoa!) 
 
The Vespucci and Colombo survived the Second World 
War, but the USSR took the Colombo as war booty (re-
named Danube). The ship served with its Black Sea fleet 
and was scrapped in 1971. 
 
Since 1964, the Italians have continually upgraded 
Vespucci’s mechanics  and technology.  Without its 

28,360 square feet of sails, it can 
motor over 5,000 miles at 10-knots.  
This nave scuola is staffed by a crew 
of 470.  
 
“Play it Again, Frank!” 
Items for these Updates often come 
from associates who helped to build 
our Institute over the years.  Frank 
Cardone of Yonkers, NY. is one of 
those friends who brought sound to 
our prose.  For much of his life, 
Frank was involved with traditional 
Italian bands. At one point, he be-
came the manager of a Yonkers con-
cert band, the kind that fill 
auditoriums with nostalgic Italian 
Americans.   (cont'd on p.3) With his new job at the Vatican,  

things were looking up.
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Don’t Keep Us 
Secret! 

Tell your friends and relatives the 
best kept secret in the Italian Ameri-

can community. 
   

We have the only Italian American 
website with a Research Library, a 
Video Gallery, an Italian Jukebox, 

educational publications,  
and an interactive blog platform.  

Italic Institute of America 
PO Box 818 

Floral Park, NY 11002 
www.italic.org  

Donations are Tax Deductible

The Media Know Us 
It isn't easy to access mainstream newspapers.  Besides receiving 
hundreds of letters, editors may judge anything concerning Italian 
American issues as low priority. 
 
Our Institute is staffed by many "wordsmiths" who monitor a wide 
range of news media – print and broadcast.  Most other organiza-
tions know the futility of letterwriting, leaving that challenge to the 
Italic Institute, namely to Bill Dal Cerro and Rosario Iaconis. 
 
Here are two letters published in bigtime news since our last Up-
date.  No room to show you our suburban hits.  The subjects vary, 
as you can see.  But our points are expressed well. 

Bill Dal Cerro

Rosario Iaconis

July 14, 2023

March 18, 2023
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We brought 
Frank's band 
to Mahattan 
and sponsored 
two concerts 
for our mem-
bers.  We also 
added a selec-
tion of Italian 
p a t r i o t i c 
marches. 

 
A measure of our success occurred when NY Governor 
George Pataki hired our "Manhat-
tan" band for a campaign fundraiser 
at the Metropolitan Museum of Art 
in 2002. 
 
Frank (right, in 2002) reports that 
the band went silent during Covid 
but has now returned as the 16-piece 
Yonkers Military Band, doing pa-
rades around the region.  Marciare avanti! 
 
Isetta Redux 
You may remember that tiny, odd-looking car  from the 
1950s with a front door.  It was an Italian inspiration 
called the Isetta that saved Germany's BMW from 

bankruptcy. We did 
an Italic Way story 
on it in 1995 (issue 
XXIV).   Interest-
ingly, this "bubble 
car" has been reborn 
as the Microlino EV, 
an electric vehicle 
built in Italy for a 
Swiss carmaker.  It's 
half the size of a 
Smart EV, with a 

range of only between 50 to 120 miles. With a top speed 
of 56 mph, it's clearly designed for city driving.  And 
don't look for an airbag, a door handle or rearview mir-
ror.  Plus, the transmission has no Park position so you 
need to use the hand brake when not driving.  Prices 
start at $16,000.  Not as cheap as you'd expect. 
 
Leonardo da Asia? 
Did you know that Leonardo's mother is a historic mys-
tery?  He was born out of wedlock to a 15-year-old peas-
ant girl named Caterina.  His father was a notary from 
a distinguished family.  One of the documents 
Leonardo's father witnessed was the manumission of a 
slave girl named Caterina.  This last fact is a recent rev-

elation uncovered by 
scholar Carlo Vecce.  Was 
this Caterina Leonardo's 
mother?  Vecce believes 
so.  His further research 
revealed that a number of 
Caterinas were freed from 
bondage around that time.  
The frequency of the name  
is explained as the custom 
of renaming foreign slave 
girls the same.  A similar 
custom was used in Naples 
to name abandoned chil-
dren "esposito" (exposed). 
 
However, the name Caterina, from the Greek word 
katharos (‘pure’), became popular among Italian fami-
lies during the Renaissance, as in noblewoman Cather-
ine DeMedici.  The Caterina that Vecce found was a 
slave from Central Asia.  But Italy was already awash in 
Caterinas!   If it was the slave girl, Leonardo would be 
only half-Italian.   Above is his self-portrait; you judge. 
 
Mega Stars  
The Mario & Luigi franchise is worth from $25 Billion 
to $2 trillion, depending on the source.  The recent 
Super Mario Bros. 
Movie raked in 
$400 million so 
far. 
 
Ninendo game de-
signer Shigeru 
Miyamoto (right) 
credited his land-
lord Mario Segale 
for inspiring the 
character. Segale was leasing Nintendo office space 
near Seattle when the company missed some rent pay-
ments.  The multi-millionnare landlord was a hands-on 
guy who often ditched his suit for workclothes and sus-
penders (see below).  He handled tenants in arrears 
personally, one day confronting Miyamoto and obvi-

ously making quite an im-
pression. 
 
Miyamoto admitted the 
Mario connection later on, 
but Segale didn't mind or 
sue the franchise.  Before he 
died in 2018 at age 84, 
Segale joked,  "You might 
say I'm still waiting for my 
royalty checks."  

Gov. Pataki's fundraiser was held at  
the Egyptian, not Roman, Exhibit Room!

(...Frank (from p.1)
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Early on, the Greeks counterattacked and pushed  
Italian forces 55 miles back into Albania (blue area)

AN UNDERSIZEDNDERSIZED FORFORCECE MEMET THEHE ENENTIREIRE GREEKGREEK ARMRMY

VIVICTORYRY ININ GREEREECE 19411941

   A massive Greek effort in 1940 had pushed the Italians 
back into Albania. (see p.22 Balkans), partly caused when  
Albanian allies “massively deserted the front line.” [ref: 
Albanian Studies website]  Reinforcements from Italy ar-
rived and the Italians managed to stalemate the Greeks 
throughout the winter of 1940-1941.  By February, 1941 
the toll on the Greeks forced them to ask for British 
ground troops.   
 
   On March 7th, the British relief force began arriving — 
57,000 men to add to the five air squadrons already in ac-
tion.  To counter this aid, Mussolini ordered a new Italian 
offensive on March 9th and personally flew to the front 
to see his troops “smash [Greek] kidneys”.  After five 
days, this offensive further weakened the Greeks but 
gained little ground.     
 
   With the British expeditionary force arriving daily, Mus-
solini grudgingly asked for German support. Hitler 
agreed, but the Italians had to wait a full month until the 
weather improved for German armor to arrive.  The Ital-
ians doggedly held their line against Greek and British 
forces until then. 
 
   On April 6th, the Balkan conflict took on a wholly new 
turn.  Yugoslavia reversed its Axis leanings and became a 

target of German aggression.  Hitler now sent forces to 
both Yugoslavia and Greece.  Mussolini simultaneously 
declared war on Yugoslavia, and both Axis partners sub-
dued the country within days.  Meanwhile, the Greeks 
were outflanked by a German thrust and the Italians 
broke out of the Albanian stalemate rolling up the be-
leagued Greek line. 
 
   By April 17th, Yugoslavia surrendered to Italy and Ger-
many, yielding up 334,000 POWs.   By April 23th, Greece 
capitulated separately to Italian and German forces.  The 
British were routed and lost 3,700 men killed and 11,500 
captured while the Germans lost 2,232 killed and 3,000 
wounded in this campaign.    
 
   Some 218,000 Greek soldiers surrendered. About 2,700 
Greeks were killed fighting the Germans.  On the Italian 
front Greek losses were 13,000 killed, 50,000 wounded, 
tens of thousands captured and thousands maimed by 
frostbite The Italians had lost 13,755 killed, 50,000 
wounded, 20,000 captured and 12,368 maimed by frost-
bite over the previous six months.   
 
   The British pulled off another Dunkirk, saving 50,000 
by evacuation.  But their Greek diversion was a disaster.

Learn While You Eat!

4

 Our Chicago asso-
ciate Frank Di 
Piero keeps send-
ing us photos of 
groups and busi-
nesses that have 
helped distribute 
our Inventions of 
Italy placemat 
across and  around 
Chicagoland.   
 
Frank has been so suc-
cessful that it might be 
easier to picture the 
people that have NOT 
received this unique 
placemat. 
 
These are just a few of 
the groups and busi-
nesses that have em-
braced our Placemat for 
distribution to their 
members and cus-
tomers. 
 
If you would like to do-
nate placemats to an 
Italian language class or 
business, just let us 
know how many...no 
charge.   
 
Learning Italian history 
doesn't have to be from 
books.  Our Placemat 
can feed your mind 
while you eat. 

Maria SS Lauretana 
Society
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Air Marshall Italo Balbo was a Fascist leader and 
founder of the Regia Aeronautica in 1923.  He pioneered 
trans-Atlantic flights of mass aerial formations.  As gov-
ernor of Libya in 1940 he commanded all Italian forces 
but was killed by friendly fire at the outbreak of the war. 
 
General Francesco Pricolo commanded the Italian 
air forces until November 1941, after clashing with Co-
mando Supremo and the Germans over his refusal to re-
lease advanced fighter planes on the North African front 
due to lack of sand filters and pilot training.  He was 
praised for increasing the power of the Macchi 202 with 
German engines and for converting the SM-79 Sparrow 
Hawk into a first-rate torpedo bomber.  He diverted Ital-
ian torpedoes meant for Nazi U-boats to the SM-79s. 
 
General Pietro Piacentini commanded squadrons on 
the East African front where he personally led attacks on 

British airfields.  He was captured in June, 1941 with the 
defeat of Italian forces in that theater. 
 
General Enrico Pezzi was the youngest general in the 
Aeronautica.  He commanded the airforce on the East-
ern Front where he was killed in 1942 leading a rescue 
mission. 
 
General Rino Corso Fougier commanded the Italian 
Air Corps in Belgium where he carried out raids on Eng-
land between 10 September 1940 and 28 January 1941. 
 
General Stefano Cagna helped create the first unit of 
paratroopers, the Fanti dell'Aria.  In 1940, he was given 
command of an Air Brigade of Savoia-Marchetti SM-79 
torpedo bombers to intercept British convoys supplying 
Malta.  Personally leading an attack in August, his plane 
was hit by anti-aircraft fire killing him and all his crew.

MANY AIRIR FORFORCECE LELEADERSDERS WEREERE AVAVIATATIONION PIONEERSPIONEERS

REREGIA AERERONAUTITICA

Air Marshal Italo Balbo General Enrico PezziGeneral Francesco Pricolo General Pietro Piacentini

General Stefano Cagna General Rino Corso 
Fougier

Fuselage insigniaWing insignia

Society of 
San Francesco di 

Paola

Conte di Savoia  
gourmet grocery
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EQUQUIPMENTIPMENT & TETECHNHNOLOGOGY

ITATALY COCOULDLD NONOT PRODPRODUCECE ENOENOUGHGH PLPLANESNES
   In 1940, the Regia Aeronautica had 3,296 aircraft in 
Italy, the Aegean area, and Libya.  Of these, only 1,796 
were operational — 783 bombers, 594 fighters, 419 re-
connaissance.  Although the quantity of aircraft was ad-
equate, the quality, especially the fighters, was inferior 
to the enemy’s. [per air historians Angelucci and Matri-
cardi] 
 
   Early in the war Italian biplanes were passable fighters.  
During the Battle of Britain, Italian bombers were es-
corted by FIAT Cr.42 Falco biplanes (see p.23 photo).   
Pilots had to endure frigid temperatures in open cockpits.  
But biplanes weren’t uncommon on the Allied side. The 
British had the Gladiator, not as good as the Falco but it 
had an enclosed cockpit.  
 
   As the war progressed, the Italians developed a fleet of 
mono-wing fighters culminating in the Macchi 205 Veltro 

(Greyhound), a fighter even envied by the Germans.  An-
other, the SM-79 Sparviero proved to be one of the most 
successful torpedo bombers of the Second World War, 
claiming 72 Allied warships and 196 freighters. 
 

   Air speed increased with the use of German engines.  
Italy’s best fighters averaged close to 400 mph.  In con-
parison: Japanese Zero, 329 mph; American P-51, 441 
mph; Messerschmitt 109, 441 mph; Spitfire, 446 mph. 
 

   The Regia Aeronautica has been faulted for poor coor-
dination with the other military branches, especially the 
navy.  Another critique has been de-emphasing individ-
ual aces, competition among pilots for number of “kills”.  
Fascist ideology encouraged teamwork rather than per-
sonal score.  But, by far the greatest deficiency was Italy’s 
inability to produce substantial numbers of aircraft.

The Macchi 205 Veltro (Greyhound) 
one of the best fighter planes  

of the war, 399mph.

The The FIAT G55 Centauro (Cen-
taur) an excellent fighter, 385 mph. 

Reggiane Re2005 Sagittario 
(“Archer”) a superb fighter plane, 

390mph.

The Savoia-Marchetti 82  (“Kan-
garoo”) one of the best military 

transports on either side.

The FIAT Cicogna (Stork) a  
reliable bomber.

The BR 42t one of the last biplanes 
with great performance.

The Piaggio p.108 bomber  
with a Breda Ba.65 escort.

The Caproni Ca 311 was an excel-
lent reconnaissance plane.

The SM-79 Sparviero (Sparrow-Hawk) 
was a first-rate torpedo bomber.

Noteworthy in Passing  
Michael Brescia, M.D., 90, 
was a saint wrapped in a lab 
coat.  
 In the 1960s, he and Dr. James 
Cimino invented a way to join 
an artery with a vein to make 
dialysis quicker and less painful 
– it's the standard still used 
today, saving countless lives.  

Born to poor but hardworking Italian parents in the 
Bronx, NY, Brescia did poorly in school until his teach-
ers realized that it was because of his high IQ.  His fa-
ther suggested plumbing but young "Mickey" often saw 
a well-heeled doctor making his rounds and opted for 
medicine.  Veins and arteries could be like "plumbing."  
He and Cimino could have become rich with their dial-
ysis invention, but chose to share it to save lives. 
 
Financial wiz Angelo Mozilo, 
84, thought he was helping 
first-time homebuyers when he 
launched Countrywide Finan-
cial mortgage lenders.  What he 
actually did was create a huge 
"sub-prime" mortgage boon-
doggle that contributed to the 
2008 housing collapse.  He was 
the face of the collapse but not the fall guy.  He man-
aged to unload Countrywide to Bank of America before 
the collapse, pocketing millions while the bank lost bil-
lions.  He had enough socked away to pay the SEC a 
$67.5 million settlement.  Note:  Angelo's father 
wanted him to be a butcher! 
 
 
A Meeting of the Minds 
It isn't often that Institute officers and associates get 
together.  But on the occasion of the wedding of 

Rosario Iaconis's 
daughter Evelina 
last April, three of 
them joined the 
festivities. 
 
It was very much 
an Italian American 
w e d d i n g — b o t h 
sides with roots in 
the Boot — in cui-
sine and music. 

John Mancini, dad Rosario, Tony Vecchione

A Must Read 
If you have an interest in World War II and can't find 
an unbiased account of Italy's participation, here's what 
you need: a summary compiled by our Institute re-
searchers,  culled from hundreds of sources over years. 
       (See the enclosed order form.)


