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A World in Turmoil 
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The year started on some sour 
notes: a lingering Covid-19 pan-
demic with all its variants and sub-
variants, Russia invaded Ukraine, 
and our economy is struggling. 
 
But, our Institute is plowing ahead 
thanks to your generosity and 
some new grants.  We pioneered 
decentralized operations even be-

fore the pandemic, making home offices the key to low 
overhead. 
 
This Update even surprised me with revelations about 
some of our own associates across the country who are 
doing positive things in the world of sports and politics.  
We’ll revisit the year 1965 (page 4) and see how much 
or how little things have changed in fifty-seven years.  
On the negative side, the American media is marking 
the 50th anniversary of The Godfather – that perverse 
saga of fictional Italic thieves and murderers.  The Italic 
Institute proudly rained on this parade in a number of 
mainstream newspaper editorials.  You will find them 
attached. 
 
Finally, The 
Pinocchio car-
toon on this 
page is a good 
lead-in to the 
story of associ-
ate Joseph 
D i o G u a r d i .  
Joe found, 
while he served 
in the U.S. 
Congress, that 
he had Alban-
ian roots.    
Just anecdo-

tally, we all know how diverse Italian DNA is.  My own 
results from an Ancestry test reveal that I have 2% 
“Greek/Albanian” DNA.  Actor Tony Danza has 10%.  Of 
course, Greeks and Albanians are different folks but I 
suppose they mixed it up in southern Italy.  But the 
point is, we are the sum total of our ancestors, whoever 
they were.  In Joe’s case, it had some amazing results. 
 
Enjoy this issue! 
 
Olympic Medal Count 
The Winter Olympics in Beijing found Italy’s athletes 
quite competitive.  They tied for 8th place with the 
Netherlands (17 medals), but ahead of Red China, 
Switzerland, France, South Korea, Finland and fourteen 
other medal winners.  
 
Sports and physical competition have been a hallmark 
of Italy since Roman times.  Didn’t we invent the sports 
arena (amphitheater)?  Thumbs up for Italian athletes! 

  
Italy Recoups its Treasures 
We know that Italy is the world’s greatest storehouse of 
art – 3,000 years worth!  How much more is illegally 
outside the country, stolen from Italian museums and 

archeological 
sites?  We 
don’t know, 
but the Cara-
binieri has a 
division dedi-
cated to claw-
ing it back.  
Last Decem-
ber, over 200 
ancient arti-
facts were re-
turned to Italy, 
some dating 
from 700 B.C.  
In all, an esti-
mated $10 

An Italian celebrity finds his roots. 
Cartoonist :Dave Coverly



2

million worth.  The culprit in this particular larceny is 
a 70-year old Princeton graduate and antiquities dealer.  
He is now under investigation for 160 objects he sold to 
American museums and private collectors over the 
course of thirty years.  Fortunately, the Carabinieri 
found the victims to be very cooperative, readily surren-
dering the objects to the Italians. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Famous Names in the News 
She was born Giovanna Carmella Babbo, but America 

knew her as Joni James, a 
pop vocalist from the 1950s.   
Joni passed away in Febru-
ary at age 91. 
 
Over a career that spanned 
12 years, she recorded almost 
700 songs that sold 100 mil-
lion copies; 24 went plat-
inum, 12 went gold.  They 

included Why Don’t You Believe Me?, and How Impor-
tant Can it Be? Her rendition of Hank Williams’s classic 
Your Cheatin Heart helped bring Country into Pop 
music. 
 
He was once King of Naples & Sicily, then of Spain, but 
he chose New Jersey for his exile.  Joseph Bona-
parte, Napoleon’s older brother, did what his brother 
told him. Although he loved Naples he was reassigned 
to rebellious Spain.  The Spanish didn’t like the French 
or the Bonapartes, smearing Joseph as Pepe Botella 
(“Bottle Joey”) meaning an alcoholic, which he was not. 
 
After his brother met his Wa-
terloo (1815), Joseph fled to 
Bordentown, NJ, where he 
and his wealth were the toast 
of the town until he returned 
to Italy in 1832. 
 
The state of  New Jersey just 
bought Bonaparte’s old 60-
acre homestead to make it into 
a state park.  The place has a 
great wine cellar! 

Baseball in Italy 
One of our longtime associates, Steve Napolitano of 
Long Island, gets around but we didn’t know until re-
cently he was affiliated  with a charitable group named 
the Italian American Baseball Foundation.  Es-
tablished in 2016, its mission is to develop and support 
youth baseball here and in Italy.  Baseball may not be 
the national pastime in Italia but Italian youth has been 
lured to the game since GIs introduced it during World 
War II. 
 
The Foun-
dation has 
taken off 
with the 
backing of 
c h a m p s 
like the 
l a t e 
T o m m y 
LaSorda, 
M i k e 
Pagliarulo, and Mike Piazza.  
 
It donates equipment and uniforms to organized youth 
teams in both countries.  There are six Italian teams 
thus far.  It showcases high school players to college re-
cruiters, and runs camps and sports clinics on both 
sides of the Atlantic.  But the Foundation’s ultimate goal 
is to build a baseball/softball academy to combine 

sports and edu-
cation.                                
 
Funds are raised 
through dona-
tions and special 
events.  And Ital-
ian culture is 
part of the mis-
sion. In fact, 
families are en-

couraged to join their kids on sports outings in Italy, 
combining exhibition games with sightseeing in the 
Homeland. 
 
There are plenty of Italian American sports honorees 
past and present that have been celebrated by the Foun-
dation.  They include players, coaches, executives, and 
media folks.  They haven’t gotten around to politicians 
like Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, who captained the 
Yale varsity baseball team back when.  But give them 
time! 
 
The next fundraiser will be a golf outing on September 
19th at the Engineers Country Club in Roslyn Harbor, 
Long Island.  Details can be found at the Foundation’s 
website: iabf.foundation. 

One happy Italian fan celebrating  
Italy’s victory over Mexico

Team Italia beats Australia 10-0 in a Florida match.
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A Man of Three Cultures 
Our Institute attracts the right kind of people – they are 
distinct from those who take heritage lightly or as just 
an accident of birth.  They easily balance the pride of 
American identity with a passion for their Italian roots. 
 
It isn’t often that someone like 
Joseph DioGuardi comes to 
our Institute with a 3-part iden-
tity, all evincing equal passions. 
 
He was already a proud Italian 
American, with two Italian par-
ents, who had just won a seat in 
Congress from NY in 1985 when 
his life’s work took a dramatic 
turn. 
 
While addressing a multi-ethnic 
audience, with his immigrant 
father nearby, a group of Albanian American voters 
overheard Joe’s father speaking in an Albanian dialect.  
Joe’s father had come from an Albanian-speaking town 
outside of Naples.  Within weeks, Congressman Dio-
Guardi became the darling of Albania-America.  He was 
hailed as the first Albanian in Congress.  With this 
honor, he was given the monumental task of saving eth-
nic Albanians in Yugoslavia’s Kosova region from Ser-
bian genocide.  Joe not only accepted the task but made 
it a lifelong crusade. 
 
Joe only served two terms in Congress, a wonder for a 
Republican in a Democratic precinct — he even man-
aged to beat the famous Bella Abzug in 1986.  But in 
that time, he successfully changed U.S. foreign policy 
under President Bill Clinton to save Kosova and expose 
the murderous war crimes of Serb leader Slobodan 
Milosevic.  To succeed, Joe worked closely with Senator 
Bob Dole as well as Bill Clinton and Democratic col-
leagues.  Such was his reputation that Serbia officially 
banned him in 1990.  In 2008, Kosova declared its in-
dependence with U.S. recognition, thanks in great part 
to Joe DioGuardi’s lobbying efforts.  
 
While in Congress, Joe also worked with Black legisla-
tors to  retroactively award the Medal of Honor to 
African American soldiers who fought in past wars.   
 
Joe’s Italian roots are unmistakeable.  DioGuardi 
means “God protects or watches” with origins in Italy’s 
South and Sicily.  Joe’s maternal side (Paparella) orig-
inated in Bari, on Italy’s heel.  The Albanian community 
here, in the Balkans, and in Italy couldn’t find a better 
Italic champion. 
 
[The pictured book is available on Amazon and docu-
ments Joe’s struggles on behalf of the Albanian people.] 

The Secret of Long Life 
Forget the fiber and colorful veggies.  An ‘expert’ 
on Long Island found the Fountain of Youth in her 
pantry:  “spaghetti aglio e olio.”  So says Clara Lo-
mangino when asked how she reached the age of 
107 last month.  Finally, something that makes  life 
worth living! 
 

Italy by Most Common Surnames 
Maybe you have a variation of Italy’s 20 most com-
mon surnames, or maybe it’s more common in a dif-
ferent region than your ancestral one. 

A Reminder 
You don't need to spend a dime to access a 
wealth of opinion, history, and information.  
Just visit our website www.italic.org to share 

our world of things Italian. 
 

It's the only Italian American website with 
a Research Library, a Video Gallery,  

educational publications, and an  
interactive blog platform.  
Italic Institute of America 

PO Box 818 
Floral Park, NY 11002  

Donations are Tax Deductible



 Our associate Dennis Mancini (brother of our Ex-
ecutive Director) offered copies from 1965  of 

The Voice,  the newsletter of The Grand Council of Co-
lumbia Associations in Civil Service.  It’s always good 
to look back once in a while to judge our progress. 
 
The Columbia Association is alive and well in New 
York.  Their story dates back to the NYPD during the 
1930s when the Irish dominated the department and 
city government.  Italian American cops decided to 
fight City Hall and then-Mayor Jimmy Walker, who 
eventually agreed to recognize the Association as an 
anti-discrimination group. 
 
Here are some of the headlines from 1965: 
 

FBI Chief Hoover Agrees  
With Biaggi on Valachi  

‘Circus’ 
Columbia president and decorated NYPD officer  
Mario Biaggi took to the media to echo Hoover’s tes-
timony to the U.S. House of Representative.  Hoover 
claimed that the televised Valachi hearings then bom-
barding American televisions were unecessary and 
that mobster Joe Valachi (below) said 
nothing that the FBI didn’t already know. 
 
Biaggi called the politicians who staged 
the hearings and made Valachi a sensation 
were smearing our community by suggest-
ing that “the crimes of the nation are at-

tributable to the Italian 
American minority.”  
  
Biaggi appeared on the 
Jack Paar Show to ex-
plain how only 2.5% of 
the U.S. prison inmates 
were Italian, while we 
represented 11% of the 
population. 

 
 

Wall Street Journal Explains Slur  
in Verrazano Bridge Story 

Reporter Laurence O’Donnell wrote that most Brook-
lynites resisted naming the new bridge after an Italian  
 
explorer and referred to it as “the Narrows —or the 
‘Guinea Gangplank’.”  After an Italian American com-
plained about the WSJ repeating such a slur, the edi-
tor apologized. 

 

 
Lindsay’s Failure to Include Italo-

American on Ticket is Snub to 
Largest Ethnic Group 

This article urged Columbia members to vote for John 
Lindsay’s opponent Abe Beame.  Beame won. 
 

Book on ‘The Italians’ Scored  
as Defamation 

Activist Judge and retired U.S. admiral Michael Mus-
manno condemned the newly published book The 
Italians, by Luigi Barzini as one 
big slur on Italy and its people. 
“[the book] ties Italy to a stake, 
piles faggots of ridicule at her 
feet, sets fire to them with the 
match of disdain, and burns his 
country to a crisp.” 
 
Judge Musmanno did not live to 
see Barzini’s work inspire Mario 
Puzo’s Godfather and the Cop-
pola saga, or the myriad defama-
tions thereafter. 

 
 

‘Raffaello’ Here on  
Maiden Voyage 

The sleek new addition to the Italian Line 
fleet arrived in New York with great fan-

fare.  The Raffaello (below) joined its sister ship 
Michelangelo - both 900-feet in length with a 1,775 
passenger capacity.  The twin ships made the NY to 
Naples run in seven days.  Other Italian Line ships 
were the Leonardo da Vinci and Cristoforo Colombo.  
These magnificent vessels were the pride of Italy and 
also of the Italian American community.  And how 
about the stalwarts that survived WW II – Saturnia 
and Vulcania – those were the mainstays of the Italy 
to New York run in the 1950s! 

1965
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Wednesday, March 2, 2022
 Dear Editor 
[In response to your Fanfare  
celebration of The Godfather] 
 Over the past 50 years, anytime Italian 
Americans protested The Godfather 
saga as defamation and a distortion of 
our culture we were told: “Well, ya gotta 
admit there’s a mafia.” 
  Well, ya gotta admit The Godfather spawned half a century (and 
counting) of ethnic-defaming movies and TV series based on 
stereotyped characters and warped portrayals of Italian culture.  
Ya gotta admit that The Godfather saga has no positive Italian 
characters to “balance” the thieves and murderers.  Ya gotta 
admit The Godfather elevated the image of thieves and murder-
ers.  Ya gotta admit that no other ethnic or religious group in this 
country would allow such Hollywood treatment of its culture for  
 

the 
entertainment of the masses.  
 Ya  gotta admit that no other ethnic or religious group would 
allow two or three generations of its children to be raised with an 
unrelenting fictional criminal image of their roots.  Ya gotta admit 
that The Godfather transformed ethnic defamation into an art 
form.  Ya gotta admit that the news media magnify real Italian 
American criminals beyond their importance. 

          John Mancini, Italic Institute of America

 
The Godfather Craze  
Celebrates 50 Years  

of Artistic  
Defamation... 

 
...and we had some-
thing to say about it. 

 
With the Italic Institute’s 
unique access to the press, 
we made our opinion heard 
in suburban Chicago and 
Metro New York. 
 
As an added ‘rasberry’, Sen-
ior Analyst Bill Dal Cerro 
produced a 3-minute video 
on the subject for Youtube. 
 
Here is the link to enjoy his 
work: 
 
https://youtu.be/Yxha6QDsN18 
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