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Our 33rd Year!
by John Mancini, Executive Director

For those of you who have been with us
awhile, you know that we have created
programs and undertaken initiatives
that were novel to the Italian American
community.  Over the years, we pro-
duced professional videos on heritage,
designed multi-site cultural classes for
pre-teens, published The Italic Way
Magazine, created an on-line research
library; we still broadcast weekly blogs,

and we continue to take on Hollywood, Madison Avenue,
television, academia, and the press to defend the image of
the Italic People.

From the start, we pioneered the use
of the word Italic to encompass our
community in the U.S. and those
around the world.  We also use it to
restore the thousand years of our his-
tory taken from us by half-baked aca-
demics who can never grasp the debt
owed by all Italians to Classical Italy.

Not all our projects were sustainable
over the long term, mainly due to a
lack of resources or the realities of in-
termarriage and assimilation.  Yet,
nothing has been lost and we still use
the knowledge and tools we accumu-
lated from Day One. 

We invite you to read the  letters on
pages 3 and 4 that our officers have written to the main-
stream press in the past month in defense of our common
heritage.  We are unique among the organizations in having
this kind of access.

Another unique tool we exercise is correcting Wikipedia
entries.  Our Minneapolis analyst Mario Ignagni has edited
a number of entries dealing with Italic issues to insure that
disinformation is nipped in the bud.  Keeping this on-line
encyclopedia accurate is a integral part of our global image.
Mario just revised the Casa Italiana at Columbia entry,
which had Mussolini founding the center instead of our
American community and misstated our 2012 lawsuit. ****

A Dose of Reality
If you haven’t heard, the Italian Advance Placement Test for
high school students lost 268 students and 39 schools this year.
The Italian AP is near the bottom of foreign languages along
with Japanese.  This, after a $3 million investment by our com-
munity and the Italian government.  The test hit a high in 2018
of 2,926 student-takers but, despite much flag-waving by Ital-
ian teachers and Italian diplomats, dropped to 2,658 in 2019.
The make-or-break number is supposed to be 2,500 — our AP
is heading in the wrong direction.

Like so many other facets of our heritage in America, all evi-
dence points to our community not living up to expectations.
Those Pollyannas who deal with problems they can’t solve by
ignoring them, believe their own upbeat propaganda.

To our clueless university academics
who have abandoned Columbus for a
few shiny beads from their politically-
correct administrators, or the Italian
government which only values Con-
sumer-Americans not Italian-Ameri-
cans, things are just fine.

When we informed the Italian De-
partment at Columbia that the Italian
AP tests went south this year, they
had no comment.  Imagine, the Ital-
ian AP is their aglio e olio — the high
school farm teams feeding their en-
rollment, and it didn’t set off an
alarm bell.  The same deaf ear has
been turned by the Italian govern-
ment which thought $3 million for
tests could replace incentivizing Ital-

ian American kids to embrace their heritage.

Wouldn’t it be informative if our university cultural centers
conducted surveys to take the pulse of our community?  For ex-
ample, when we asked Columbia’s Department of Italian how
many of its students were Italian American, the response was
“it’s not one of our metrics.”  Well, maybe it should be!

And there is lots of information that surveys could gather as to
intermarriage, attitudes of our teens and young adults, and
what is wrong with our youth acculturation.  But, our commu-
nity is far from analytical.  And these are the intellectuals!

****

Many community leaders use the same rationale 

for our “declining” Italian heritage in America.
Cartoon by Dana Frador via The New Yorker and Conde Nast



Young People?
In proclaiming heritage “success,” the only valid metric
is: Who will replace us?

The movers and shakers in our community measure our
success in different ways: some rank a good street parade
as the ultimate victory, others see handing out scholar-
ships to Business majors as locking in our future, still oth-
ers believe showering money on Italy for disaster relief is
a better investment than sending 500 Italian American
kids to immersion classes in Italy.

Shouldn’t we tailor our generosity to the needs of the Ital-
ian heritage? For many students, their first awakening to
cultural heritage is when they are handed a $1,000 schol-
arship.  Where is their grounding?

So, who will carry on the work of the Italic Institute?  Like
most Italian Americans of the younger generations, our
children had no “Orthodox Italian Church” in which to ab-

sorb a classical
perspective, learn
Italian (or Latin),
or find an Italic
spouse.  Our own
staff discovered
their classical
roots on their
own, in books
that are easily
available to any-
one with an urge
to delve deeper
into heritage. 

The fact is, there
are no Italian cul-

tural centers on university campuses or off, that can ex-
pose young people to the information and perspective that
the Italic Institute has provided for the past 33 years.
They may learn the Italian language, appreciate Italian
cinema, and study the immigrant experience but, they will
remain oblivious to the full chain of legacy that made Italy
the cornerstone of Western Civilization, even today.

La Casa Europa
While it’s still called La Casa Italiana, for all intents and
purposes this $15+ million palazzo built and donated by
our community to Columbia University in 1927 to diffuse
Italian culture – a liv-
ing monument to the
Italic People – is now
under the control of
other ethnic groups.  

Efforts by all the major
organizations to put an
Italian American on
the Board were sum-
marily ignored by Italian Ambassador Varricchio.  Only
when we used an Italian citizen (Dennis Mancini) to press

for an explanation did an embassy attorney contact us
promising to “investigate” the matter.  That attorney, too,
has now gone silent.

Subsequently, we reached out to Co-
lumbia’s Department of Italian,
which was housed in La Casa for 63
years but removed in 1991 when
Italy bought the property.  The
chairperson informed us that her
faculty had no interest in going back
or being involved with La Casa ex-
cept that “it would be nice” to have
some access it its facilities.  To dis-
tance herself from our troublemak-
ing, she reported our outreach to
Columbia officials...then went silent.

You may file this twelve-year battle
with Columbia and the Italian gov-
ernment under ‘lost causes.’  But re-
alize that the Italians are being
rewarded for their crude behavior
with a NYS tax exemption worth $150,000 per year — an
exemption made law by an Italian American governor and
our legislators.  Where is the reciprocity... or even the
courtesy?

The Fate of a Classical Italian
We cannot emphasize enough the need to have a classical
foundation to appreciate the full scope of our Italian her-
itage. Imagine Jewish children being taught that their his-
tory began with the destruction of Herod’s temple in AD
70.  Everything before that was “Hebrew” history, unre-
lated to Jews.  Abraham, Moses, David, and Solomon
were a separate people.  This is exactly what Italian Amer-
icans believe about “Romans.”  Or, if they acknowledge a
relationship, they don’t understand the significance.

With this Update, we have provided a condensed sum-
mary of the Institute’s research on this relationship.  We
call it The Making of a Classical Italian.  If every Italian
American leader and academic incorporated this perspec-
tive into his/her thinking it might transform how we edu-
cate our youth.

Send a copy to an Italian teacher, your local Italian cul-
tural center, or any friend or relative that loves his/her
heritage.

Donation Guarantee
We don’t host galas, and our resources are used solely for de-
fending and promoting the Italian classical heritage.

We are an IRS 501c (3) that allows you to deduct contribu-
tions.

We may not cheer you up with our straight talk, but you can
be sure we have only one mission: to cut through the
hypocrisy and wasted effort in our community while con-
fronting those who demean Italian American contributions.

****

A typical Greek language class for kids,

sponsored by the Orthodox Church. 

We have no Italian acculturation through

the “Roman” Catholic Church. 
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largest Jewish
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tion in the world,

working with

thousands of col-

lege students

globally. 

There is no longer

an Italian club

at Columbia.
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Rosario A. Iaconis

You can follow Rosario

on FaceBook as well as

his blog on italic.org.


