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If there was ever a crisis of faith among those of us who struggle to regain 
the pride of Italian heritage it occurred this summer when an audition call went out 
for HBO's The Sopranos. Fourteen thousand people jammed the audition seeking to 
cash in on the one basic requirement of the producer - "to look Italian." Imagine. A 
national media program that portrays a fictional Italian-American family of gangsters 
and degenerates has captured the hearts and minds of the great American viewing 
public to such a degree that it can blatantly call on its ethnic victims to march happily 
into the slaughterhouse. And 14,000 of them can see no reason to refuse! This is the 
abyss into which a once proud people has sunk after 30 years of media propaganda. 
Pick any ethnic group in this country and substitute the situation and you will soon 
realize how low we have sunk. 

Crisis or not, those of us who bear the Roman spirit owe our children and our forebears uncompro
mising resistance to this ethnic suicide. It wasn't too long ago that we had to clean our own house of this 
pathetic attitude. We fought it with The italic Way. We fought it with the Aurora Youth Program. These are 
positive tools designed to reach the minds of the American people. They can be major weapons in the fight to 
restore the sanity. It has only been a matter of money, not determination, that holds us back. The Institute 
must reinvent itself in order to increase its financial resources: to master the science of grant-writing and the 
art of major gift appeal. While golf outings, galas, and raffles bring in sorely needed operating funds they are 
too dependent on local participants who, in tum, are bombarded with scores of similar requests to buy tickets. 
We have programs that are so unique that they readily lend themselves to grants and donations. Tens of 
thousands of dollars in grants from corporate and legislative sources are already in our pipeline. Donations 
have now exceeded profits from our annual events. It is now time to create a grant-writing staff to maximize 
our potential. Of course, we never want to forget the generosity of our membership without whose donations 
we could never survive between grants. Special thanks go out to Viola Cirio of Phoenix and Joseph Corso of 
New York City as well as Lisa and Steve Napolitano of Long Island for their special faith and support. In 
addition, my fellow founder and governor Carl Pescosolido will shortly announce his own major donation to 
Aurora. They are our answer to the 14,000 cafoni. 

Hopefully, you have all received issue XXX of The Italic Way. At the suggestion of one of our 
members we submitted the "Deep Roots" article from that issue to American Heritage Magazine so that the 
rest of America could see what Italic people have contributed to this great nation. The editor of American 

Heritage praised the piece as "first-rate" but had no room to publish it anytime soon. Moral: our true story 

is harder to sell than the fiction. 

Best wishes, 

John Mancini, Chairman 
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Dear Members: 

Another year has passed and our Plenary Council has reached its 
fundraising goals. Again, as some of you know, particularly those 
members who have served on the various event committees, it remains a 
considerable effort to attain these goals through the various events we 
hold. The success of these affairs is primarily due to the loyal and 
steadfast members and friends of the Italic Studies Institute. Although 
these events have given us a positive image in NYC's commercial real 
estate field, they are not enough to sustain the Institute in its projected 

growth for future years. 

This past year, we have received an exceptional amount of grants 
for the Aurora program. The effort in obtaining grants, although seemingly 
simple, requires a considerable amount of documentation that must be 
submitted. In addition, we possess too few individuals who specialize in 
grant-writing. The few organizations I have spoken to were more than willing to donate to the Aurora 

Program particularly because of its accessibility to children of all ethnic backgrounds. These grants are 
available from many organizations, but we urgently need professional help to locate and apply for such 
funds. At present, we are considering recruiting an individual or individuals who could devote full time to 
this endeavor. Until we are able to recruit such a person, I would ask those of you to look to resources 
familiar to you, i.e. wealthy individuals, local corporations, etc. with the possibility that they would want to 
participate in funding the Aurora program. The results of these efforts could be phenomenal. We at the 
Institute are available to assist you in this matter, just let us know. 

Our Millennium Dinner Dance, held on May 20, 2000 at the Grand Hyatt Hotel, was a great 
success. At this time I would particularly like to thank the Dinner Committee for their help and dedication: 
Frank Fellone, Steve Gristina, John Mancini, Steve Napolitano, Mary Ann Minucci, Nick Montesano, and 
Monica Polizzi. 

On a closing note, although the Institute is moving forward, the lack of knowlege that many have 
regarding our Institute and its purpose still amazes me. What is even more amazing is the interest and 
support we have obtained once people understand our purpose and our goals. The need to market the 
Institute and to explain our cause in simple, logical terms, is paramount. 

The momentum is there. The financial and moral support from each of us will keep it moving 
toward our ultimate goals. Again, my thanks to all for making this year a success. 

Production Center 
P.O. Box 818 
Floral Park, NY 11001 
Tel: (516) 488-7400 
Fax: (516) 488-4889 
E-mail: ItalicOne@aol.com 

Italic Studies Institute 

Sincerely, 

V. Pizzulli 

Executive Offices 
130 West 30th Street 
9th Floor 
New York, NY 10001 
Tel: (212) 268-8085 
Fax: (212) 268-8052 
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YEA R 2000 NATIONAL APPEAL UPDATE 

The Institute gratefully thanks the following individuals and organizations for their generosity. 

We regret if we have inadvertently omitted anyone -- please inform us of any omissions. 

Member and Individual Donations 

Guardians of the Italian Heritage - $1,000 + 

Richard Camarco ($2,000 in office furnishings) 
Lisa Carcaterra-Napolitano ($1,500) 
Viola Cirio ($ 3,000) 
Corso Family Foundation ($1,000) 
Mohawk Industries, Inc. ($2,000) 
Thomas S. Lacorazza ($1,000) 
John L. Mancini ($2,000) 
Steven M. Napolitano ($1,500) 
Vincent J. Pizzulli ($1,000) 
Baroness Mariuccia Zerilli-Marimo ($1,000) 

Benefactors to the Italian People - $750 + 
Rick and Gina Feld ($750 in office decoration) 

Patrons of Italian Heritage - $250 + 

Charles S. Cerutti ($250) 
Martin I. Demsky ($250) 
Firsttech ($250) 
Christopher A. Guido ($250) 
Martin H. Kornheiser ($250) 
Richard M. Marshall 
Jeffrey F. Mitzer ($250) 
James J. Orphanides ($250) 
Carlo & Anne Simoni ($250) 

Sustainers of the Institute - $100 + 

Rose Mary P. Auteri ($100) 
Gina Bodor ($100) 
Giovanni Cannone ($125) 
Charles J. Cerutti ($250) 
Bruce Cohen ($200 in Aurora supplies) 
D. Coluccio & Sons Inc. ($150) 

Joseph A. Crapotta, MD ($100) 
Frank and Dorothy Elarde ($100) 
Faico Pork Stores ($100) 
Fieri Inc. ($100) 
Food Systems Unlimited ($200) 
John Garretto ($100) 

General Plumbing Corporation ($100) 
Carmine D. Marinelli ($210) 
Anthony Martignetti ($100) 
Michael X. Mattone ($150) 
Louis J. Merola ($150) 
Louis Richard Pisaniello ($100) 
Michael J. Polelle ($100) 
Anthony Ruggieri ($100) 
Philip I. Salomon ($100) 
Richard J. Yannucci ($200) 
John Villanella ($100) 
Stauber Family Foundation ($100) 
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Supporters of the Institute - $50+ 
Christine Nick Andriotis ($50) 
Dominick & Diane Bianco ($50) 

Alan Biondi ($50) 
Cafe Italia ($75) 
John Caggiano ($50) 
Alfred Cardone ($50) 
Gregory Carrubba ($50) 
Aldo Castelli ($50) 
Paul & Maria Catalano ($50) 
Michael J. Cenatiempo ($50) 
Bruce J. Clay ($70) 
Joseph F. Colavita ($50) 
Richard C. Cucci ($50) 
Joseph Dee ($50) 
Piero M. Deluise, MD ($50) 
Gioacchino DeNicolo ($50) 
John M. Fiore, MD ($50) 

American Express Foundation ($800) 
Grants 

Cellini Lodge Charitable Foundation ($1,000) 
Comites Special Events ($500) 
FIERI Brooklyn ($500) 
FIERI Inc. ($100) 
FIERI Manhattan ($500) 
FIERI Scholarship Fund ($500) 
Giuseppe Mazzini Lodge #137, OSIA ($1,000) 
Italian Club of Staten Island ($1,000) 
State of New York Department of Education 

- through State Senator Vitigliano ($2,500) 
- through State Senator Gentile ($3,500) 

Italic Studies Institute 

John & Elizabeth Fiore ($50) 
Rosa R. Giglia ($50) 
Frank Litterio ($50) 
Richard Malizia ($50) 
Lucy Mancusi ($50) 
Joseph Marini ($50) 
Dr. Lisa A. Megna ($50) 

Peter R. Mennella ($50) 
Andrew F. Minerva ($50) 
Joseph Montesano ($50) 
Nicholas J. Montesano ($50) 

Gioacchino de Nicolo ($50) 
Carmine Panico ($60) 
Ristorante Domenico ($50) 
Patrick C. Russo ($50) 
Cesidio Tallini ($50) 
John & Rosemary Villanella ($50) 

YES, I want to demonstrate my support of the lnstitute's mission. Please use my tax-deductible 
donation as follows: 

Amount$. ____ _ 

_Aurora Youth Scholarships 
_Anti-Defamation (Project Italia) 
_The Italic Way Magazine 

_Concert Band 
_Office Technology 
_All of the Above 

Make your check payable to Italic Studies Institute, P. O. Box 818, Floral Park, NY 11001 

Name ____________________ _ 

Address ___________________ _ 
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Don't try telling John Manci
ni that all the human damage 
done by mobster movies hap
pens solely to victims on the 
screen. 

Possibly the worst damage 
takes place in the minds of the 
viewers. 

Mancini is a real-estate man
ager who,· in his spare time, 
teaches schoolchildren about 
the cultural wonders of Italy. 
It's not the cultural side, 
though, that necessarily sticks. 

Not long ago, Mancini gave 
questionnaires to a class of 
pre-teenagers in Nassau Coun

ty, asking them to match names of well-known 
women with their activities. Among these were Bon
nie Parker, who held up banks in the 1930s with her 
boyfriend Clyde, and Maria Montessori, a renowned 
Italian educator from the turn-of-the-century. 

Five students thought Montessori was a bank rob
ber, despite the fact that her name today remains af
fixed to schools worldwide. To Mancini, this suggests 
that gangster shows such as "The Sopranos," which 
just finished its season on HBO, exert a powerful in-
fluence on the public's 
perception of people 
with Italian names. 

"That's right, when 
they put people on TV, 
in movies, you remem
ber it," Mancini recent
ly told a Saturday class 
of fifth- and sixth-grad
ers. Several youngsters 
had just acknowledged 
that they thought of 
mobsters as primarily 
Italian - probably be
cause of what they'd 
seen in the media. 

It's not easy, erasing 
the Godfather image, 
but Mancini keeps try
ing. He's chairman of 
the Italic Studies Insti
tute, a nonprofit agency 
with offices in Floral 
Park and Manhattan. 
The organization draws 
considerable media at
tention itself with let
ter-writing campaigns 
against movies and TV 
series it considers offen
sive. 

"Mollo bene (very good)," Maietta tells a student 
who recites the day's date in Italian. "Bravissimo. 
Bravissima (well done)," she tells others, as the lan
guage drills proceed. 

Students who sign up for Aurora learn, among 
other things, that Copernicus, the Polish astrono
mer, attended school in Italy, and that Shakespeare 
drew on Italian themes for several of his best-known 
plays. The tone, though, is really celebratory rather 
than chauvinistic. 

Much of the instruction is organized around 
fast-paced word games, including a bingo-like con
test known as Tombola. Classroom walls are covered 
with enough posters from Campania and Umbria to 
stock a travel bureau, and mandolin music plays 
from a nearby boom box. The hours in Signora Maiet
ta's class pass quickly. 

"She puts all the learning in games, so she makes 
it enjoyable," says 11-year-old Luisa Migliaccio. 

Luisa's mother, Sylvia, who emigrated from Italy 
as a young girl, notices that some songs used in Mai
etta's class are the same as those sung in her old 
school near Naples. 

"It's a part of your life, you know," the mother 
says. "When I have grandchildren, I would like them 
to know the songs, too." 

One needn't be Italian to sign up for Aurora. 

Newsday Photo/ Dick Yarwood 

But the institute's 
work doesn't stop there. 
Siace its founding 13 
years ago, the agency 
has sponsored free 
weekend classes in Ital
ian language, culture, 
history and geography. 
The program is known 

Josephine Maletla teaches students Italian language, culture, history and geography as 
part or Aurora, a weekend class held at St. Thomas the Apostle Church in West Hempstead. 

as Aurora, or "dawn" in Italian, and it's still expand
ing, with 14 class sites in seven counties across the 
metro area. 

The newest class opened a few weeks ago at St. Th
omas the Apostle Church in West Hempstead. Every 
Saturday morning, youngsters from nearby commu
nities meet in a basement classroom for two hours of 
lessons and games, taught in a mixture of English 
and Italian. 

"Good morning to my teacher. Everyone is ready." 
"Buon giorno mia maestra, noi siamo pronti." 
Instructor Josephine Maietta launches into the 

opening lines of the Aurora class song, and 19 stu
dents quickly join in. Maietta is a language teacher 
by profession, a lively woman with an incandescent 
smile and a knack for coaxing a few words of Italian 
out of the most self-conscious 11-year-old. 

Ten-year-old Michael Brennan of Garden City, 
whose family is oflrish-German extraction, began at
tending after his mother, Karen, decided that was 
preferable to his watching weekend cartoons on TV. 

On a recent Saturday, students were taking turns 
reading about the Italian experience in America. 
Michael happened to draw a passage about a violent 
incident that occurred in New Orleans in 1891. Elev
en Italian-Americans were lynched by an angry 
crowd in that episode - part of a wave of anti-immi
grant violence that swept the country. 

Michael found the historical anecdote interesting. 
Still, his mind was more focused on the future - spe
cifically, on a family trip to Rome and Pompeii 
planned for the end of June. The fifth-grader hopes 
to use his newly acquired Italian then. "We're going 
to see volcanos and things," he said. "Pretty cool." 

send e-mail to hildebrand@newsday.com 
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Richard A. Capozzola's 

Little own Facts 

William Paca of Maryland signs the Declaration of Independence. 
Later, he becomes Governor and Chief Justice of the state. 
(Paca's family is traced to Cardinal Pacca (1756 - 1844) of Naples 
and Benevento.) 

The paternal grandfather of New York's Governor Al Smith is born in 
Genoa, Italy. 

Sixteen-year old opera singer Adelina Patti is a sensation in her debut 
at the Academy of Music in New York. "The reign of Patti" lasts 46 years 
until her death in 1906. 

Antonio Meucci files a caveat for his "teletrofono" with the U.S. 
Government, 5 years before Alexander Graham Bell's patent. 
Following a Staten Island ferry boat explosion which leaves 
Meucci in critical condition, his wife sells all devices for the 
telephone as junk for ·$6.00. 

Dr. Vincent Sellaro convenes the first official meeting of the Sons of 
Italy in New York City. Sellaro does not live to see his organization 
charter more than 2,000 active lodges throughout the nation. 

Giuseppe Uddo, age 23, and his young bride Eleonora Taormina 
emigrate from Sicily to New Orleans. The pair import cheeses, fresh 
olives, oils and other Italian staples, founding the Uddo & Taormina 
Company. Today the business thrives as PROGRESSO FOODS. 

John Pastore of Rhode Island is elected governor. At 5'4", Pastore 
calls himself, "The smallest governor from the smallest state." Pastore 
is big with the voters having never lost an election in his 50 political 
years, which also saw him elected the first Italian-American United 
States Senator. 

John Basilone, the man whom General Douglas MacArthur called, 
"a one-man army" is killed during the landing at lwo Jima. Basilone 
becomes the only man in the history of the United States to win the 
two highest military honors: the Medal of Honor from the Marines 
for his "virtual annihilation of a Japanese regiment" on Guadalcanal, 
and the Navy Cross for valor during the landing at lwo Jima. 

Over THREE HUNDRED little known facts and stories about a people 
who contributed to the greatness of the United States. "An absolute must 
for every proud American of Italian heritage:' 

$5.95 $5.95 
FIVE CENTURIES 

546 Via Fontana Dr., Ste. 101 
Altamonte Springs, FL 32714 www.italianinfo.net 

FOR RELEASE: NOVEMBER 2000 
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AURORA SEASON 

October 28th marked the beginning of Aurora classes around the Metro New York area. Contact our 
Long Island office for information (516) 4 88-74 00. Do you have a 5th or 6th grader who needs a dose of 
italianita? Our most excellent Aurora Director, Tony DeNonno, is spearheading the program once again.The 
program has now been discovered by Newsday, a leading Long Island newspaper (see the attached clipping). 

MILLENNIUM GALA 

Our 13th Gala was celebrated last May at the Grand Hyatt in Manhattan. Honorees were our co
founder Carl Pescosolido, New York City Council Speaker Peter Vallone, Women's World Champion Soccer 
coach Tony DiCicco,NY ITALIA Magazine Publisher Domenico Vacca, and vocalist Connie Francis. 

Featured that night was the Aurora Color Guard, 24 marchers bearing the flags ofltaly's regions. The man 
who chaired the gala and made it a success was our president Vince Pizzulli. 

(I. to r.)Rosario Iaconis, Dir. of The Italic Way Magazine; 

Vincent Pizzulli, Pres.IS!; Coach Tony Di Cicco of the 
World Champion Women's Soccer Team, and John Mancini, 

Chairman ISI. 

(Dais I. tor.) Maria Galetta (ISI's Italian Liaison); Rosario 

Iaconis, Dir. of The Italic Way Magazine; Vincent Pizzulli, 

Pres. ISI; John Mancini, Chrmn. ISI; NY's Consul General 

Giorgio Radicati; NYC Council Speaker Peter Vallone; NY 

ITALIA Magazine publisher Domenico Vacca. 

(I. to r.) Rosario Iaconis, Dir. of The Italic Way Magazine; 

Vincent Pizzulli, President ISI; John Mancini, Chairman 

ISI; New York City Council Speaker Peter Vallone. 

Elements of the Aurora Color Guard with John Mancini, 

(I. rear) Chrmn. ISI; NY ITALIA Magazine Publisher 

Domenico Vacca; and New York's Consul General 
Giorgio Radicati (center rear) 

LITTLE KNOWN FACTS 

We have included with this newsletter, for your information, a sheet entitled "Little Known Facts," 
compiled by Richard A. Capozzola, author of Five Centuries of Italian-American History. 
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PRO-ACTIVE STANDS 

The Institute recently participated along with eight other national organizations in a protest vigil in 
front of HBO's headquarters in New York City. On Emmy night, Rosario Iaconis, Director of The Italic Way 
magazine, represented the Institute on the streets of New York City in a joint protest of HBO for its propa
ganda series, The Soprano's. In addition, we joined in support of the Columbus Citizens Foundation's 
decision to reject a Soprano's float in the annual Columbus Day parade up Fifth Avenue. 

In each of the above demonstrations no Italian-American politicians stood with us. It has been the 
position of the Italic Studies Institute that media defamation will not be stopped until all Italian-American 
politicians stand with us. This has never been done. 

CARTOONIST NEEDED 

Do you have a talent for cartoon drawing? Do you have a fiiend or relative with that talent? 
ISI needs someone for political and Aurora cartoons. 
Call us now at 516-488-7400, or e-mail us at ItalicOne@aol.com. 

THIS BOOK'S FOR YOU! 

How would you like to save money while helping The Italic Studies Institute raise money at the 
same time? Visit www.entertainment.com, purchase an Entertainment Book and you will! 
The Entertainment Book is packed cover to cover with two-for-one and 50% discounts on 
everything you love to do including: 

• Dining No matter what you're hungry for, you'll save with discounts on every
thing from fine dining to casual favorites and even take-out pizza! 

• Attractions -- Catch the latest movies, live shows, concerts, sporting events, 
theme parks and more all at up to 50% off. Plus, enjoy special savings on favor
ite hobbies like golf, bowling, skiing and more. 

• Travel -- Continuous 50% savings at thousands of hotels worldwide. 
• Local Services -- Save on everyday needs including car washes, dry cleaning, 

video rentals, photo processing and more! 
The book quickly pays for itself and you've helped support a great cause! 
The books are available for over 150 metropolitan areas in 43 states and Canada. The purchase 
price of the book varies, depending upon the area, but most are between $20 and $30. 

Our account number is: 628553-0. 

Be sure to enter it when you buy a book! 
If you don't have access to the Internet and would like to purchase a book, call the Institute office 
at 516-488-7400, and we will purchase it for you. We have a limited number of Long Island and 
New York City books in stock in the office. 

PICNIC RAFFLE 

Unfortunately, the picnic had to be cancelled due to circumstances beyond our control. However, 
the 50/50 raffle was still held. Congratulations to the winners: R. Nicastro of Bayside, NY ($106); 
Vincent P. Durso of Marlton, NJ ($150); and Rosa Giglia of Floral Park, NY ($250). 

Those members who had contributed money to be used for prizes and souvenirs generously 
agreed to let their contributions be transferred for use in the Aurora Program. The winner of the special 
drawing for the Family Boosters was Andrew F. Minerva of West Islip, NY ($50). 
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LATIN AWARDS 

Every sprin g, the In stitute presen ts a cash award an d a commemorative medallion to the top Latin 
studen t in several high schools on Lon g Islan d. We do this to keep alive the lin k between an cien t  an d 
modem Italy. Latin is an Italic lan guage. This past sprin g, four studen ts were hon ored. They were: 

Elizabeth Mazzapica 
Sacred Heart Academy 

Rahul Bhargava 
The Wheatley School 

In addition to the two studen ts pictured above, Samuel Ludwig of Garden City High School an d 
William Dubon of Chamin ade also received the award. 

BREAKTHROUGHS 

Some amazin g thin gs happen ed recen tly that give us hope in restorin g Italian pride. First, a req uest 
by the cast of The Sopranos to appear on a float durin g New York City's Columbus Day parade was 
summarily rejected by the Columbus Foun dation . Citin g  the n egative image of Italian -American s that the 
cast has presen ted to the American public, the Foun dation , led by In stitute member Larry Aurian a an d 
Charles Gargan o, opted to separate the fi ction of HBO from the reality of Columbus's great deed. It was 
report ed that some of the cast members were shocked an d an gered by the rejection . They in sist that what 
they do is fi ction an d does n ot influen ce how America thin ks about Italian American culture. Their 
commen t was that an yon e who doesn 't agree with them should " get a life . "  

We can on ly say that the parade goes up Fifth Aven ue, n ot Madison Aven ue where advert isin g 
illusion s  are created. Maybe The Sopranos cast should wait un til the parade chan ges its route or un til hell 
freezes over. 

An other thin g that occurred was the courageous stan d  in Den ver by Italian American s  who fin ally 
decided that they would n o  lon ger be in timidated by American an d Hispan ic In dian s  who, for eight years, 
threaten ed the Italic com mun ity from hon orin g Columbus durin g their Italian Pride Parade. It was a 
simple matter of the First Amen dmen t that stiff en ed the backbon e  of Den ver Italos. Despite protests an d 
sign s such as " Mafi a Scum" from In dian demon strators ( who iron ically call themselves "American 

In dian s" after Amerigo Vespucci) , the Italian American s  completed their march an d laun ched a n ew 
attitude. Bravi! 

Fin ally, word comes that the lon g-sought Con gression al recogn ition for the wartime persecution of 
Italian American s  in 19 4 2  has met with con tin ued success. The resolution to in vestigate the civil liberties 
abuses passed in the House in 1999 , an d n ow has passed in the Sen ate. The n ext step will be to Presiden t  

Clin ton 's desk for sign ature. 
Members of the In stitute can be proud that we in itiated the approach to Con gress back in 199 5. 

Though un successful at that time, the torch was picked up by Con gression al in sider John Calvelli ( also an 
ISI member) who shepherded it through the House. It has been a bi-partisan proj ect ever sin ce, rightly so. 
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NOVEMBER ALMANAC 

N ov. 5 - Ella T. Grasso was elected governor of C onnecti cut i n  199 4 .  Ms. Grasso was th e fi rst fe male 
elected as a governor i n  th e Uni ted States. 

N ov. 7 - Patri ot Gi useppe Gari baldi turn s South ern Italy over to Ki ng Vi ctor Emanuel i n  1860 wi th a 
h andsh ake after h avi ng li berated i t  fr om th e Spani sh Bourbons. Th e followi ng year, Gari baldi 
was off ered a commi ssi on as a general i n  th e Uni on Army by Presi dent Li ncoln. 

N ov. 10 - In 149 4 ,  th e fi rst book of accounti ng was publi sh ed by Fra Luca Paci oli . It explai ned to th e 
world th e Itali an meth od of double-entry bookkeepi ng, a mai nstay of today's capi tali st soci ety. 

N ov. 15 - In th e year 15 12, Mi ch elangelo's cei li ng pai nti ng i n  th e Si sti ne Ch apel was fi rst seen by th e 
general publi c. 

N ov. 18 - C omedi enne Imogene C oca, fa mous co-perf ormer wi th Si d C aesar duri ng th e 195 0's, was born i n  
19 08. 

N ov. 19 - In 19 4 1, th e Itali an Army's crack Ariete Di vi si on fough t a gallant defe nse agai nst overwh elmi ng 
Briti sh and Empi re forces at El Gubi i n  th e Western Desert . Th ei r stand allowed Rommel's Afri ka 
C orp s  to safe ly retreat. 

N ov. 21 - Th e Verrazzano-Narrows Bridge was dedi cated i n  19 64 . Th e longest suspensi on bridge i n  th e 
world was named after th e Itali an explorer Gi ovanni da Verrazzano wh o fi rst sai led i nto New 
York Harbor i n  15 24 for th e French .  

N ov. 25 - Jolti n' Joe Di Maggi o, baseball great, was born i n  19 14 i n  Marti nez, C aliforni a. 
N ov. 27 - Itali an ph ysi ci st Gi ovanni Gi orgi was born i n  1871. He developed th e Gi orgi Internati onal 

Systems of Measurement ( also known as as "rnk sa" ) .  He contributed greatly to h ydroelect ric 
tech nology, urban trolley develop ment and electrical di stri buti on networks. 

N ov. 29 - C omposer Gi acomo Pucci ni ( Madame Butterfly) di ed i n  19 24 before completi ng Turandot. 
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