
Vol. 5, No. 3, 1993 



Vol. 5 No.3 
The Italic Way 

MCMXCIII 

Letters .............. page 1,3 Focus (cover story) .... page 12 
All'ltaliana ......... page 4 Perspectives .............. page 16,18 
World Notes ..... page 6 Project ltalia ............... page 21 
Editorial.. .......... page 8 Media Madness ......... page 22 
Forum .............. page 9 Institute News ............ page 24 
Reviews ........... page 1 0 Profiles ..................... . page 26 

Letters 
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Did the Inaugural poetess forget America's 5th largest minority? 

Tragedy of Columbus 
I am pleased to send in my payment 

for the subscription to your interesting 
newsletter. I have reviewed most of the 
Italian-American publications and 
chose yours because all the others 
seemed to be for "old fogeys." Your 
publication seems to be free of . the 
Anglo-Saxon Puritanical influences 
that seems to afflicL the other Italian
American publications. 

However, I must express my dis
agreement with one article in the 
Spring/Summer issue on Columbus. I 
would like to quote one Fray Anton de 
Montesinos (a Catholic priest and 

definitely not an Anglo-Saxon). ln his 
Advent sennon of 1511, he thundered at 
his congregation of colonists: 

"Tell me, by what right or justice 
do you lwld these Indians in such 
a cruel and lw"ible servitude? 
On what authority have you 
waged such detestable wars 
against these peoples, who dwelt 
quietly and peacefully on their 
own land? ... [destroying] infinite 
numbers of them by homicides 
and slaughters never before heard 
of! ... Are these not human beings? 

Are you not bound to love them as 
you love yourselves? ... " 

It is clear that Columbus was the one 
who started this endless cycle of slavery 
and genocide. The words of Fray Mon
tesinos [are] an example of one of the 
standards of the time. 

Joseph S. Bruno 
Carmichael, CA 

(Ed. Our point was that inhumanity was 
not a uniquely Latin sin. Try to find a 
simi/i(Jl' quote from the Anglo-Saxon or 
Native American side.) 

At Last! 
I wish to express my utter joy at hav

ing found out about your publication. 
Finally, there is a publication about Ital
ian-Americans that is not only accurate, 
but enjoyable and focused on the proper 
issues. 

Frank Prestia, 
Roslyn Heights, NY 

Italian Warts 
Your anti-defamation stance ap

pears overly sensitive. You criticized 
Spike Lee's Jungle Fever which I have 
recently viewed. Although I now live in 
California, I grew up in Bedford-



Asbestos abatement 
is like defusin a bomb. 

990/o tis 10 °/o wrong. 

Asbestos·~ danger
au~ ~tuff. When con· 
struchon or repa1rs bre.Jk 
into i t. deadly c1sbe~tos du~t 
can t:xplode into the a1r, 
a li tt lf' like a bomb. 

That's not a bad way to 
thmk of it. Because if you 
treat your asbestos probl~m 
as carefully a~ you'd treat d live 
bomb, you 'II c.hoo~e the nght 
abatement company. 

You 'll avoid those coonpdllle, 
with little or no expenent e 
This is not a business for begmne1 :.. 
And you don't want ro become 
their ~xperiment. 

Let the abatement b;:yer beware. 

I vou gncl I hcy'll hl..d~ lt'acl ~·ou to 
U).Ogclt'rt All1ed dues .,ver\ ab.ltt> 
nwnr pro1ec1 I he v .. a, ot 'hould bE' 
done- \\llh prufe~sionalo; who \-\<Of!.. 

~rnct lyby the book 

Every technician hct!nl>~:d. 
Betore you choo~e an abate- Every method EPA/OSHA approved. 

ment company, there are ~ome 1-.ey 1 
questions you should as!.. Every Ogden Allo<:!d workt:r 

Is it an established company J•• thoroughly trarned. licensed and 
with a proven tracl.. record! W1ll they n~r1111ed (very worker uses the 
be around five years from now? lat.,st technology and newest most 
Does their previous experience capable equipmenr. 
qualify them for such specialized I Every workcrew knows and 
work? Do they have the resources to lollows the proper ''ork method>. 
handle any job without long delays? All federal, st.tte and local regula-
The right answers will not only save 11on~ are compl1ed w11h on full . 

Site inspection 
and 

consultation. 
Ogden Allied 

begms every 
project with a com
plete :.ite inspec

IIOn. Our asbestos 
abatement special

ists consult with you 
1n detail to minimize 

Interruptions, so that 
everyone understands 10 

advance exactly what will 
need to be done. 

Free quotation. 
We never start an abatement 

project without a quotation. 
Neither should you. We'll give you 
one thc1t's reliable and not just 
an educated guess. 

We remove asbestos as carefully 
a) we would a bomb. We do it right 
the first time. 

Call Ogden Allied Abatement 
and Decontamination Services 
at 1-800-858-0123. Or write us at 
2 Penn Pla:za, New York, NY 10121. 

• •••• 

ODDEN ALLIED 
ABATEMENT AND DECONTAMINATION SERVICES. INC. 

SU8SIOWlY Of OGO£N AUJ(() SE IMCES CORP 



Stuyvesant. I remember how parochial 
our urban villages were. Lee's depic
tion of the Italians in Benson hurst repre
sented a legitimate, if narrow, perspec
tive of people frightened by what they 
do not know. 

Before we hold up shields to protect 
the Italian image from unfair abuse, we 
must look at our warts and flaws. It 
takes courage to admit that we are not 
perfect. 

Vincenza Scarpaci, 
Petaluma, CA 

(Ed. A boy named Siegel bashed a black 
athlete's head with a bat in the non
Italic town of Atlantic Beach, Long Is
land. Boys named Lester, Riley and 
Kern ran a black man to his death in 
Howard Beach. The point is that nor 
only Italian-Americans have warts. 
They just seem to get rhe cinematic 
blame.) 

Overlooked Americans 
I listened to Ms. Maya Angelou's 

inaugural poem [at President Clinton's 
Inauguration), and she listed almost ev
ery group from A to Z, but the word 
"Italian" was missing. Included among 
the many were the Turlc, the Arab, the 
Swede, the Eskimo, the Scot, the 

NATALE R. ANZELMO, A.I.A. 
FRANK A. LOMBARDO, A.I.A. 

LETTERS 

It's about discrimi
nation against Ital
ian-Americans .... 
the largest single 
case against any 
public institute in 
the country. 

Ashanti, the Yoruba, the Kru,the French, 
the Greek, etc., BUT NOT THE IT AL
lAN! 

Italian-Americans earned what they 
have. And to have them excluded from 
this poem annoys me beyond words for 
this slight of Italian-Americans. 

John Messina, 
E. Williston, NY 

(Ed. - We might also add that Americans 
of Italian descent are the 5th largest 
ethnic group in the U.S. , right behind the 
African-Americans, and difficult to over
look.) 

Denouncing Negatives 
You are to be commended for taking 

out an ad in the New York Newsday to 

attack the "systematic vilification of 
Americans ofltalian origin in some sec
tors of our society." If all Americans of 
Italian origin would pull together, this 
continual attack would vanish. 

Anne M. Baccari, 
Wynnewood, PA 

Confronting the System 
(Ed. The following is an update on 

the suit brought against the City Univer
sityofNew York[CUNY] by the Italian
American faculty protesting discrimi
nation. Excerpted from the SJn11m 
WmlrJ. Advance. March 23,1993.) 

This is not about Joe Scelsa or Lhe 
Calendra Institute. It's about discrimi
nation against Italian-Americans. It is 
the largest class-action suit filed in Lhe 
city Dept. of Labor and the largest single 
case against any public institute in the 
country. This is our Brown against the 
Board of Education. 

Philip Foglia, 
Chief Counsel 

for the Defense 

(Forty-three members of the CUNY fac
ulty will be subpoenaed. The trial is 
scheduledforOctober 18th. Dr.Joseph 
See/sa is a member of the Plenary Coun
cil.) 

**** 

ANZELMO & LOMBARDO A.I.A., P.c. 

ARCHITECTS 

PLANNING 
CONSULTATION 

INTERIOR DESIGN 

103-18 Metropolitan Avenue 
Forest Hilla, New York 11375 

Phone:718- S~4-6292 

Architects for the restoration of the Italian Consulate 
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Gov. James Florio, center, examines a weapon with State Attorney 
General Robert Del Tufo and James Brady, a national advocate of 

gun control. Florio led the victory over the NRA In his state. 

NRA OUTGUNNED 
He is a lean, mean one-man political 

clean-up machine. He is the two-fisted, 
no-gun governor of New Jersey, Jim 
Florio. And he has beaten those no
good vannints of the NRA at their own 
game. Like an Italic Gary Cooper in 
High Noon, Governor Florio was out
numbered by these slick lobbyists who 
have for too long made possession of 
f1tearms a patriotic duty. But the gun
slingers got too cocky when they tried to 
recruit the state legislature's Republi
cans to reverse Florio's 1990 ban on as
sault weapons. The rational Republican 
president of the New )ersey Senate, 

Don DiFrancesco, in the end stood by the 
governor. Together, they marshalled the 
forces of reason to outgun the well
funded NRA hiunen. New Jersey, the 
state with the greatest proportion of Ital
ian-Americans, has earned the respect of 

all law abiding Americans. 

SCRAP HEAP 
Italy's Fiat is lead

ing the world's auto
makers in developing a 
large scale system of li~!o£.~~ 
automobile recycling. 
Combining a mass ~-ii!!f£~ 
"Qwroduction" tech· t~.~!!:i 

DILORENZO'S LIGHT 
When violence, racism and nco-Na

zism threatened to plunge Germany 
into a bloody reign of terror, one man 
saw the light. Giovanni di Lorenzo, a 
newspaper reporter, television host and 
resident of Germany, suggested to his 
adopted countrymen at a dinner one 
evening a way to counter lhe evil-doers. 
The result was lhousands of decent Ger
mans taking to the streets, candlelights 
in hand, in a show of support for tolcr
anceand democratic ideals. How ironic 
that even now as we approach the new 
millenium, Italic reason still influences 
the Teutonic soul. 

LAMBORGlllNI 
LIVES ON 

With the passing ofFerruccio Lam
borghini at age 89, the automotive 
world has lost one of its most dynamic 
and innovative pioneers. And Italy has 
lost an entrepreneurial titan. Although 
born of humble origins on a farm near 
Ferrara, Lamborghini became synony-

nique and the use of 
new technologies 
which multiply the af
terlife uses of materials, 
Fiat plans on demon
strating its system on 
25,000 cars this Sep
tember. One technique 
in particular can con
vert 12-year-old bump
ers into auto air ducts 

Among America's mosaic of ethnic groups, Italian 
Americans are tho 5th largest. However, just how 

much strength is in their numbers? 

The South of Italy Is finding oil in 
"them thar hills". 

The Italic Way 

for a time and then auto floor coverings. 
The Italians will give new meaning to lhe 
term "old heap". 

4 

mous with style, sophistication, high
tech, and avant-garde autOmobiles. He 
built cars for lhe gliterati and, along 
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with Ferrari, came to represent Italian 
automotive excellence. With his innate 
Italic inventiveness, Lamborghini 
demonstrated that one man's genius 
can create extraordinary things. 

UP THE 
ITALOS! 

They certainly don't act it, but Ital
ian-Americans are #5 in ethnic popula
tion according to the 1990 census. Ten 
years ago they were in the eighth posi
tion with 12 million souls. Today ,there 
are 15 million Americans who claim to 
be Italic as a first or second ancestry. 
As for the others, the Irish lost ground 
by five million and the English by 
sevenmiUion. Who'sontop? TheGer
mans, of course, up by six million. 

German ...... 58 million 
Irish ........... 39 million 
English ...... 33 million 
Afro-Am ... 24 million 
Italian ........ 15 million 
Mexican .... l2 million 
French ....... 10 million 
Polish .......... 9 milljon 
Am. Ind ....... 9 million 
Dutch ........... 6 million 
Scot-Irish ..... 6 million 

HIV ASSAULTED 
ABC-TV's premiere news-journal 

show Day One in March reported new 
doubts swfacing about HIV as the 
cause of AIDS. Under attack by the 
"left-wing" rebels are Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, the master strategist in the war 
on AIDS, and Dr. Robert GaJJo, co-de
veloper of the HIV blood test. The reb
els cannot understand why some people 
who are mv -positive remain alive be
yond the ex)'eCted lifespan. Fauci and 
Gallo are being accused of misdirecting 
AIDS research. While Fauci calmly 
disposed of the counter arguments, 
Gallo abruptly walked off the ABC in
terview condemning Day One for dis
service to the public. 

All'ltaliana 

Germany's anti-hate demonstrations were Inspired 
by an Italian. 

In support of the Fauci/Gallo position 
comes the discovery by a University of 
Minnesota researcher, Dr. Ashley Haase, 
that the mv virus can be dormant for 
many years in the victim's lymph nodes. 
This revelation once more appears to con
ftrm the Fauci/Gallo position. 

Dr. Anthony 
Fauci of the 

National 
Institute of 
Allergy & 
Infectious 
Diseases 

faces 
criticism of 

his AIDS 
fight. 

BASILICATA 
BONANZA 

It.aly's position as the fourth or fifth 
most powerful economy on earth is 
even more amazing when you consider 
that such a status was achieved without 
the beneftt of appreciable natural re
sources. Despite political setbacks, It
aly ranks as one of the planet's premiere 
success stories. So, the news that its 
poorest region, Basilicata, is the source 
of a signiftcant oil field will surely bol
ster Lhe nation's economy. Italy's pe
troleum group, Agip, is optimistic that 
by 1994 production fxom six wells
along with a gas separation plant-will 
help close the gap in the nation's energy 
requirements. **** 

A classic lamborghlnl 

5 
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W rid ~ Q - ·- Notes 
[We present this s~tion to inform our readers of evenu and trends !hat may 

be of interest wilh regard to ethnic opinions or culwral values.) 

ENGLAND'S 
OTHER SIDE 

In England, where historical truth 
seems optional rather than mandatory, 
some sobering revelations are just now 
coming to light. After 53 years of gov
ernment suppression, documents detail 
the official cooperation of English lead
ers in the round up of local Jews on 
Nazi-occupied Guernsey Island. Com
munity leaders of that Channel island, 
the only British territory captured by the 
Gennans in the Second War World, as-

What happened to the native 
people of Tasmania? 

sisted in the identification and location 
of the island's five Jewish women. This 
occurred at the very time that Ger
many's ally, Italy, protected European 
Jews from Nazi and Vichy French bru
tality. 

In the deeper past, Professor Jered 
Diamond of the UCLASchoolofMedi
cine writes hauntingly of the English 
extermination of Tasmanian civiliza
tion. This hidden holocaust began in 
the late 1700s and continued until1876, 
when the last Tasmanian, a woman 
called Truganini, died. Atrocities 
abounded. For example, a Tasmanian 
women would be forced to "wear the 

==- The Italic Way 

Hungarians 
are taking 
an Italian 
aviation 
partner. 

head of her freshly murdered husband on 
a string around her neck." Professor 
Diamond's piece in the March issue of 
Discover magazine sheds an altogether 
different light on imperial Britain'scolo
nists: "The fltStEuropeans thatTasmani
ans saw were escaped convicts-the 
most brutalized members of brutal Brit
ish society." 

PAN-EUROPEAN FUNK 
That pillar of the Atlantic community, 

France, is being rocked by hard Limes 
and ever-widening scandals. Hard
pressed farmers and fisherman are up in 
arms over tile new European open mar
kets. President Mitterand's Socialists 
have been toppled at tile polls, and accu
sations of graft have disgraced the former 
Prime Minister. Worse, a moral scandal 
has called into question the misplaced 
chauvinism of governmem health offi
cials. Resisting the use of the American 
version of the HIV blood test developed 

by Dr. Robert Gallo, French officials 
allowed the distribution of HIV-in
fected blood to hemophiliacs while 
awaiting a French version of the blood 
test. 

But what must be the most apalling 
of revelations is that French officials 
were still billing various departments 
(regions)as late as 1946fortransporting 
their Jews to Germany during the war, 
which ended in 1945. This and other 
wartime collaboration are set to rock the 
French conscience for years to come. 

Germany, too, is once again wag
ing the economic equivalent of war. 
The nation is stretched to its limits 
trying to absorb its hardscrabble Eastern 
regions. Despite precise statistical pre
dictions of total integration of the two 
Germanies within 3 or 4 years, expects 
now concede the process may take at 
least a generation. Over 4 million east 
German workers lost their jobs since the 
reunification, giving that part of the 

Ever the Idealists, Italians are demanding honest politics. 

6 Vol. 5, No.3 



w ·orld Notes~ 

country a whopping 30% unemploy
mentrate. Is it any wonder that Germans 
comprise the largest foreign group resid
ing in the United States, some 1.5 mil
lionZ 

And Russia? D:>n't ask. 

The Engllah 
and French 
reflect on 

the Holocaust. 

SUSHI SHAKEDOWN 
Sung to the tune of that classic tele

vision series, Car 54, here is a summary 
of the state of Japanese politics: 

There's a scandal in Nippon. The Diet's 
broken out in fighJs. 
TheY akuza' s killing people and rigging 
election nights. 
The economy's in self-destruction and 
there are kickbacks in construction. 
Shin Kanemaru, where are you? 

In jail! In addition to his links to the 
Japanese mob, disgraced political king
maker Shin Kanemaru has been indicted 
on two new counts of taX fraud. As 

Yakuza gangsters and political 
looting have gotten the Japanese 

arOUNd. 

recently as last year, Kanemaru was con
sidered Japan's most powerful politi
cian. That's before the authorities dis
covered he had a yen for money-and 
then some. An official investigation 
uncovered S50 million in cash and gold 

bars in the nooks and crannies of his 
crooked home. This may be just the tip 
of the iceberg. Before long, Japan's 
mushrooming political scandals and in
stitutionalized acceptance of the 
Yak:uza may crack the entire ice palace 
that is Japan, Inc. 

GRAFT ZITI 
Italians call it Tangentopoli ("Kick

back City). Most other democracies call 
it campaign funding. It has got the aver
age Italian mad as hell. For decades, it 
has now been confiCllled, the 28 or so 
political parties that replaced the Fascist 
Party have been raising money using the 
quid pro quo method of political shake
down. Most other democracies call it 
porkbarrel politics. Semantics aside, the 
Italian electorate is not amused, espe
cially since they have been asked to ac
cept more taxes and pay the highest 
gasoline fees in the world. The kickback 
scandal has become somewhat of a reign 
of terror with nearly every current and 
past politician awaiting his tum for the 
prosecutor's guillotine. 

The smart money is on a Second 
Republic to tighten up the multi-party 
mess. (see our Editorial) 

IRAQ & HUNGARY 
Fiat of Italy has received United 

Nations' approval to sell $130 million 
of fann equipment to the beleaguered 
Iraqis. This sale does not compromise 
the current sanctions imposed during the 
Persian Gulf War. 

Alitalia has purchased a 30% slake in 
the Hungarian state air line Malev. Al
though a good business move, the acqui
sition has political advantages for the 
Italians. Italy is embarking on a strategy 
to take the lead in Balkan and East Euro
pean affairs. With autO factOries in Po
land, humanitarian programs in Alba
nia, and extensive dealings in Rumania 
and the fonner Yugoslav nations, the 
Italians will balance Germany's historic 
role in eastern Europe. In fact, Alitalia 
outfoxed Lufthansa to win the Malev 
deal. 

EMPEROR TRUMP 
Feeling his imperial oats despite his 

sobering financial setbacks, entrepre
neur Donald Trump is aching to fulflll 
his dream of building a Roman theme 
park in New Jersey. 

No details are now available but the 
park will probably highlight the 
Caligula or Nero regimes rather than the 
more reaHstic but dignified Augustus 
administration. We who are about to 
pay the entrance fee can only hope for 
the best **** 
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Editorial 

THEY JUST DON'T GET IT 

It is said that the frrst way to cure a bad habit is to admit you have one. In 
the case ofltalic stereotypes, it appears we shall never solve the problem for the 
simple reason that Hollywood's Italian-Americans do not believe there is a 
problem at all. 

Our Focus article in this issue deals with Italian-American television 
producers. Although those interviewed do not necessarily promote stere
otypes, most do not feel that stereotypes are an obsessive characteristic of the 
media. 

Hollywood producers of Italian descent, like all of us, have many loyalties. 
Their heritage is but one, and one that doesn't put bread on the table. Their other 
loyalty, the one that pays the bills, is the Arts which demands a right to do or 
say anything. Like the National Rifle Association, media artists would ascribe 
to the questionable logic, "Stereotypes don't hurt people, people do." Curi
ously, we have observed that most Italian-American media artists avoid stere
otyping other ethnic groups, possibly out of respect but more likely fear. 
Instead, they follow the old dictum of creativity, "write about what you know." 
Such an imperative brings with it a "license"to defame one's own. "Hey, it's 
all right. I'm Italian." 

Our problem, then, is not stereotypes but rather the people who are obsessed 
with perpetuating them. 

LESSONS LEARNED IN ITALY 

The political tumull that is racking Italy has brought to light many charac-
teristics of the nation and its First Republic. 

1. Italians are perfectionists. If anyone on this planet thinks that his 
country has more honest government than the Italians, he is deluding 
himself. Human nature is, well, human. But Italians are not a people 
to stay dissatisfied very long. Western Civilization is, in no small way, 
a product of Italic striving for perfection. 
2. Despite the Italian idiom,fare una bel/afigura (to cut a good figure) , 
the Italian nation-state cares little for its political image. Scandals, 
plots, secret dealings, sensational headlines, and complaining in public 
have been a character trait of Italians since at least Roman times. 

Tlu Italic WayTIA 
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WRONG DIRECTION 
3. Not all the crooks in Italy are from the South. The Tangemopoli 
("J(jckback City") scandal now wrenching the republic began in Milan. 
Northern politicians and businessmen (Fiat among them) are the major
ity of those tarished. 
4. The mafta is om an ingenious organization. It was proved by 
Mussolini and evident again today that organized crime is tacitly or 
actively supported by dishonest local politicians. Only a strong central 
government can deal with it 
5. The American press lacks any sense of logic or proportion in 
reporting about Italy. If you were to accept all the reporting and analyses 
dishedoutaboutitaly("ShameofaNation", "Twilightinltaly", "Moral 
Shambles", et al.) yoo would be at a loss to explain why that nation is 
the ftfth greatest economy. 

Italian voters made known their desire for 
change in the April 18th national referendum. 
Among the eight propositions on the ballot was 
a change to winner-take-all rule for future Senate 
elections. This will begin to eliminate most of 
the 28 parties that have compromised govern
ment effectiveness. However, four of the propo
sitions would increase regional autonomy. To 
attempt to make the central government more 
effective on the one hand, and then to emasculate 
it on the other, is not logical. Unfortunate! y, the 
electorate approved the contradiction. It will 
only fuel the forces of disunity. 

!;;;;;;;;;;;;;;iiiiiiiiiiiiiii The Italic Way 
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Forum of the People 
[The following article by Plenary Council member John Triboletti is in regard to our review, in the last issue. of the 

book La Storia by Jerre Mangione and Ben Morreale.] 

I found Rosario Iaconis' review of La Storia to be largely misguided and astonishingly vitriolic. Although I surely 
understand some of the foundations for your criticism. much of the problem has to do with Italian history, the viewpoints 
ofltalian immigrants toward Italian history, the role of tbe "mafia" in Italian life, and the self-image of contemporary Italian 
Americans. 

Your statement, "In maligning and ignoring Rome, Mangione and Morreale betray a simplistic worldview that only 
underscores their paucity of knowledge," is not only a gross insult to two successful Italian American scholars and writers, 
but ludicrous in itself. Mangione and Morreale were not writingaboutRome, butaboutltalian 
immigration to the Americas, a topic to which ancient Rome is totally irrelevant. The self
image ofl tal ian immigrants had nothing to do with Rome, virtually nothing to do with "Italy." 
which they did not even perceive of as a nation, but everything to do with the regions and 
villages from which they came. I am amazed that you do not grasp the importance of such an 
obvious reality. 

As to the issue of the "mafia," Mangione and Morreale make quite clear the fact that the 
"mafia," as presented by American media, government, and law enforcement organizations, 
simply does not exist. 

La Storia is, over all, a very good book. I~ presents the spirit of Lhe Italian people quite well. 
We have so much to be proud of in our accomplishments m, as opposed to in the land of 
Tiberius, Caligula, and Nero. 

I think LhaL, rather than tearing down Italian American writers and squabbling among 
ourselves as Italians so often tend to do, we should be working toward the common goal of 

LA STORIA 
Five 
Cencuries 
of the 
lea/ian American 

empowerment. This cannot be done by creating a "politically correct" Italian American image, dictated to the masses by a 
particular "elite". Over-concern for images is, in any event, falling into the trap set by the American media. Italian reality 
is Lhe substance of individualism, hard work, extraordinary talents, traditional value structures, and good singing voices. 

The late A. Bartlett Glamattl 

John F. Triboletti, Ph.D. 

* 
Dear Dr. Triboletti: 

Are Italians a "race" of Lhe damned? What other ethnic group would disavow a 
noble ancient heritage and start its history somewhere in the Middle Ages? 

Greek-Americans speak reverently of Pericles, Aristotle and Plato. And you cannot 
argue wil.h the results. Michael Dukak:is and Paul Tsongas, not to mention Spiro Ag
new, used the mystic chords of memory to evoke Lhe Parthenon and Mt Olympus. And 
they went for Lhe brass ring. We, on the other hand, evoke the old hardscrabble life and 
build altars to it. 

A. Bartlett Giamatti recognized our ancestral link to Rome in his commentary to 
Allon Schoener's tome, The Italian-Americans: 

"The unlettered or barely literate who crowded the docks and decks, waiting to 
leave [Italy], would not have known The Aeneid and would not have believed they were affected by Roman culture ... Yet 
the ideals of civic unity. liberty of inclividual choice and freedom from foreign oppression were, from Dante on, con
stantly articulated, and the core of-these values, drawing on Roman principles, would later be carried at various levels of 
consciousness by travelers and later immigrants to Lhe New World. There, it was thought in a thousand different ways, 
ancient promi§es might be kept In important ways, though not in every way, those promises were kept." 

Unfonunately. Dr. Giamatti is gone. And an unkind fate has left us wil.h a different son of "elite". One which lacks 
the understanding of the ancient forces that shaped us. Had the Jews relied on such scholars in 1948 - and before the 
Balfour Declaration - Williams burgh not Jerusalem would be the capital of Israel. 

Simply, we are the sum total of all our ancestors not just the last few poor generations. R. Iaconis 



Lorenzo's Oil 
by John Mancini 

You can count the number of posi
tive movies about Italian-Americans on 
one hand and still have a couple of 
fingers left over to cover your nostrils to 
avoid the stench of the negative ones. 
Fortunately, Lorenzo's Oil can aUow 
you to take a deep breath and thank God. 
Better yet, thank Him that no Italian
American filmmakers got their bloody 
hands on this true life story or it would 
have become a cross between Moon
struck and Mean Streets. 

The story deals with the Odone 
family whose son Lorenzo inherits a 
fatal disease called adrenoleukdystro
phy (ALD) from his maternal side. This 
devastating illness damages the male 
victim's nervous system and eventually 
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the brain. Lorenzo devel
oped ALD at age 5 and was 
given no more than two 
years to live. That was in 
1984. Lorenzo is now 14. 
In the interim, Lorenzo has 
had 400 nurses and his 
medical needs cost $25,000 
per month. 

One cannot help but 
observe that Lorenzo's in
ner strength, sustaining him 
through his agony · he is 
quadriplegic, cannot speak, 
and lives on a feeding tube· 
is also inherited from his 
mom and dad. The Italian
born Augusto Odone and 
Irish-American Michaela 

Nick Nolte, Zack O'Malley, and 
Susan Sarandon as the Odone Family 

(continued p. 27) 

MAC 
by Rosario Iaconis 

Frank Capra and Vincente Minelli 
were among Hollywood's most trailblaz
ing directors. However, they never used 
lhcir filmmaking skills to bring Italian
Americans to life on the big screen. Their 
films were cinematic and artistic 
triumphs, but did little to boost the image 
of the scions ofltaly. Worse still, a spate 
of B movies in the late 1940s and 50s 
began portraying Italian neighborhoods 
as seedy urban havens for criminals, 
misanthropes and morons-the antithesis 
of cleancut suburban America. Today, 
the situation has deteriorated further. 
Coppola and Scorsese have become the 
darlings of the media for their slanderous 
and incessant depictions of Italian
Americans. 

Enter John Turturro. Previously 
known for his performances in Spike 
Lee'sMoBerterBlues, Jungle Fever, and 
Do The Right Thing, in which he played, 
in turn, a Jewish business agent, and not-

10 

so-dumb Italian-Americans. Perhaps 
his tour of duty in Spike's vitriolic ve
hicles convinced Turturro to fulfill a 
lifelong cinematic dream to write and 
direct his own Italic statement 

Mac pays homage to John 
Turturro's father, a perfectionist. It is 
the fledgling director's paean of praise 
to a builder whom he feels was the 
embodiment of the Italian work ethic
a radical departUre from mainstream 
movie stereotypes. Tunurro is of the 
opinion that only Italian-American dj
rectors can do justice to their heritage. 
In an interview with the New York 
Times, he claims: 'Tve seen people try 
to make movies about us, which is fine. 
It can even be fun, but it's not our 
world." 

Turturro's world, however, is hardly 
an Italic Eden. Turturro feels compelled 
to examine every grain of dirt under his 
family's fmgemails. He gives new 
meaning to the phrase "true grit." We 
learn, for example, that urinating on 
callouses makes them smooth and rock 
hard. We also get a birdseye view of 

(continued p. 28) 
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WANT TO BE RICH & GENEROUS? 
The following is an interView with the Institute's Treasurer, George P. Ricci, an 

attorney and trust officer, about the tax benefits of charitable giving. 

Q. Can you teO our readers wbat tax benefits there are to giving to tbe Italic Studies 
Institute? 
A. Sure- the Institute is an IRS recognized tax-exempt charitable organization. As such, 
all contributions to the Institute qualify as charitablededucdonsforincome tax purposes. We 

are considered a type of charity subject to the 50% limitation. This means, generally, that the deductibility of gifts to the 
Institute, along with any other gifts made during the year to such qualifying charities, are limited to 50% of your adjusted gross 
income. Your deducdon could also by affected by the Alternative Minimum Tax, so you should always check before hand. 

Q. Is casb the only way a contribution can be made? 
A. No. In fact, if one has property, whether it is stock, bonds, real estate, etc. which has a low "tax cost basis," it may be 
beneficial to contribute the property instead of cash. 

Q. Why? 
A. As an example, suppose you wanted to gift $10,000 to the Institute. You could give cash or, say, shares ofXYZ Corpo
radon held by you for more than a year and worth $10,000 but which cost you only $2,000. If you sold the stock you would 
have a capital gains tax - let's estimate it at 30% of the gain of $8,000, the tax would then be $2,400, leaving you with $7,600. 
To make the full $10,000 gift you'd have to lake $2,400 from your other funds. The better way would be to gift the shares 
themselves and you would claim a charitable deduction of their fair market value. 
Special limitations may apply, and you may have to produce documentation to 
support your deduction, so again, check with your tax adviser. 

Q. Are there any other ways in which someone could achieve a tax benefit? 
A. Y es,there are various arrangements. For example, a charitable Remainder Trust 
is a popular device used by many to make charitable contributions, claim a charitable 
deduction and yet retain some economic benefits of Lhe property donated. 

Q. I'd like to bear more about tbat! 
A. It works like this. Let's say you still have that low tax cost basis stock in XYZ 
Corpporation but now its worth $100,000. Unfortunately, you're stuck with that 
$2,000 cost basis and the stock pays only a 2% dividend. You'd like to make a 
charitable contribution, and would hive the stock but you'd like to keep the income 

The Charitable 
Remainder Trust 
provides income 
to you and is tax 

exempt. 

from it (or even get more income from it). As a solution, you can create a trust referred to as a Charitable Remainder Unitrust 
which provides for a certain payment to you during your lifetime. Upon your death, the trust terminates and is payable to the 
Institute. So, you gift the stock to the trust, retaining the right to a percentage of the fair market value of the property. let • s 
say 7%. That would entitle you to receive $7,000 annually from the trust. Here are the benefits: because this Charitable 
Remainder Trust is exempt from taxes, the XYZ Corporation stock can be sold in the trust without paying a capital gains tax 
and the proceeds reinvested in higher yielding securities - let's assume U.S. Government bonds paying 7-1/2 %. Each year 
the trust would be re-valued and your 7% payment would change. For example, if in five years the trust is worth $120,000, 
your 7% payout would be $8.400. Furthermore, and yes this is hard to believe, you are entitled to a charitable deduction based 
on the value of the XYZ Corporation you donated, your life expectancy and certain rates determined by the IRS. Let • s assume 
that given your age and the current applicable IRS rates, the remainder value of the trust is 30%. Therefore, you'd be entitled 
to a charitable deduction of $30.000. Of course, the usual caveats about getting tax advice apply. 

Q. This sounds like getting your cake and eating it too. Are tbese Charitable Remainder Trusts new devices? 
A. Not at all. They have been around since 1969 and as long as the technical requirements of the Internal Revenue Code are 
followed, they wo!k very welL 

(Continued p. 19) 
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Focus 

Entertaining America 

Like their counterparts in the arts and sciences, polit.ics, 
law, academia, and numerous other fields, llalian American 
executives in the television induslry are making their mark. 
From down home shows like H ee Haw to theLivestyles of the 
Rich and Famous the fine Italian hand molds what the viewer 
wiU see. Yet, for all the variety in taste and type, one theme 
permeates them all. It is the human element Bionics, ma
chines, sci-fi tech are not the vehicles of these Italics. Instead, 
they explore the heights and depths of men and women, their 
realities but also their dreams and might-have
beens, sometimes in stark seriousness but also in 
good fun. 

Among the producers of America's television 
entertainment are Vin DiBona, of America's 
Funniest Home Videos and America's Funniest 
People; Rocco Urbisci, of The Whoopi Goldberg 
Show; Sam Luvullo of flee Haw; Don Bellisario, 
of Quantum Leap; Sonny Grosso of Top Cops and 
Counterstrike; Debra DiMaio, of The Oprah 
Winfrey Show; and Al Masini of Lifestyles of the 
Rich and Famous and creator of Entertainment 
Tonight. 

Of course, it is fair to ask - what is a producer? 
In the simplest terms, it's the man or woman in 
overall charge of creating, filming, and broadcast
ing a television show. The creative content, the 
staffmg, casting, production budgets, and timetables are all 
areas that are his ultimate responsibility. Producing, like 
managing, is a human-intensive art, one at which Italian
Americans are ably suited. 

Breaking In 
The backgrounds of these media wizards may sound very 

familiar to us. Vin Di Bona's family emigrated from Sicily in 
the early 1900's and settled in Providence, RI. His father, like 
many other Italians, went into the restaurant business, owning 
a restaurant for over 35 years. Urbisci's parents came from a 
small fishing village south of Rome in the 1940's and settled 
in Cleveland, OH, where his father found work as a hotel main
tenance man. Bellisario's family arrived in Cokeburg, PA, a 
small mining town, at the turn of the century from a little town 
in Abruzzo. His grandfather was a stone mason and soon 
began his own construction company and beer distributorship. 
Against the odds, his father graduated from Pittsburgh College 
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by Michelle Delino and John Mancini 

Sam "Salvatore" Lovullo 

Lovullo with friends from 
Hee Haw, the longest running 
show on television, 22 years. 
Kenny Rogers, Minnie Pearl, 
Roy Clark, and Grandpa are 

among them. 

with a business degree and opened a tavern the year prohibi
tion ended. Grosso's grandparents came from a small town 
outside of Naples and settled on the Lower East Side of 
Manhattan. His father died at the early age of35 and Sonny, 
being the only son, helped his mom to raise his three sisters. 

Entry into such a glamorous and competitive industry 
would be hard enough on its own, but each of these men rose 
to the top of their field on their own through the strength of 
Lheir efforts. Grosso's sto:ry is perhaps the most interest.ing. 
Salvatore "Sonny" Grosso spent 17 of his 22 years in law 
enforcement as a narcotics detective in his old neighborhood 
of East Harlem. His life changed when he and his partner, 
Eddie ''Popeye" Egan broke the famed "French Connection" 
case. When his work was made into a feature film (he was 
played by Roy Scheider in the movie of the same name), he 
was hired by the film's producer, Phil D' Antoni, as a techni
cal consultant, and also had a bit part. This was Grosso's frrst 
taste of Hollywood, and he loved it Grosso quickly realized 
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that there was a tremendous 
void Hollywood was not fill
ing: the need for consultants 
to advise scriptwriters, di
rectors, and producers on the 
real life happenings of police ~ 
officers. Grosso was intra- ~ 
duced to Francis Coppola V j;' 
while filming The Godfather 
in New York and was again 

1
_.

hired as a technical advisor • / ~ 
and bit actor. Soon thereaf- / ' 

ers approached him to do something similar 
with it in the United States, he decided to give 
ita try. The show is distributed to 68 countries 
worldwide, and is very popular in Europe. 
DiBona attributes his good sense of humor in 
part to I tis heritage. He feels his Sicilian soul 
has made him an astutely organized person 
who is able to visualize material and create 
programs enjoyable to aU. 

ter Hollywood producers 
were knocking on his door to 
consull and collaborate on 
other crime-related films 
and television series such as 
Baretta, The Rockford Files, 
andKojak to achieve authen-

Vln 01 Bona with some of the many 
tapes sent In from across the country t o 

America's Funniest Home Videos. 

Rocco Urbisci and Sam Lovullo were the 
only ones to begin their careers working in the 
industry. Urbisci began as a graphics and set 
designer and quickly became interested in 
producing and writing shows. Although he 
has never had formal training in production, 
his success can be attributed to learning fast on 

ticity. At this point he turned 
in his badge and joined forces with executive producer Larry 
Jacobson, to form Grosse-Jacobson Productions in 1980. 
Though his credits are too numerous to list here, his current big 
hit is the popular reality-based television series '!'op Cops on 
CBS, and Counterstrike on the USA Network. Be on the 
lookout for the premiere of Missing Angels, a show which will 
bring auention to the missing children crisis in America. 

Vin DiBona began in the entertainment industry as a pop 
singer at the ripe age of 16. After one of his songs made it fairly 
big, he was giv~n the opportunity to promote his work on TV's 
record hop shows. The medium so piqued his interest that he 
went to Emerson College and later UCLA film school to learn 
his craft. After nine years of production work in Boston he and 
his wife both quit their jobs, packed their bags and young 
daughter, and headed to Hollywood to achieve fame and for
tune. 

DiBona feels very blessed and very lucky by the huge 
success of his two shows. America's Funniest Home Videos 
was originally a Japanese variety show, and when the produc-

Whoop I 
Goldberg 

standing be
tween her 
producer 

Rocco Urblscl 
and gues~ 
Elton John 

A scene from Sonny Grosso's Top Cops, 
highlighting the work of everyday pollee officers 

the job. His talent was quickly noticed and he was given his 
frrst big break in 1973 producing a music show called The 
Midnight Special. His career took off when he met Richard 
Pryor and produced the film Jo Jo Dancer, a semi-autobio
graphical story which chronicles the actor's life. This cata
pulted Urbisci to work with some of Hollywood's hottest stars 
including Lily Tomlin, Billy Crystal, Robin Williams, Garry 
Shandling and Roseanne Arnold. 

Born in Buffalo, NY, Sam Lovullo, probably has the most 
incongruous career. Starting in the accounting department at 
CBS television in 1954 Lovullo ended up producing the 
longest running show on television. Buffalo ain't exactly the 
sticks, yet Sam is the father of America's favorite hillbilly 
hoedown,Hee Haw, which ran for22 years, isnow in reruns. 
Lovullo was tapped by his bosses to co-produce the Jonathan 
Winters Show in 1967. When he noticed that the show's 
ratings went up with the guest appearances of such country 
stars as Minnie Pearl and Buck Owens, H ee Haw was born. In 
1969 Hee Haw becameThe Smothers Brothers' summer re-
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placement It was country's answer to the wildly popular 
Laugh-in. To Sam Lovullo his love of "Grand Ole Opry" is 
not as far fetched as we might think. After aU, says he, it's 
about life and being in love, which is exactly what Italian 
Opera is. 

Sensitivities 
When asked about his feeling on the way Italian Americans 

are portrayed on television, Urbisci lamented the fact that 
"there simply aren't enough.~itcom writers of Italian descent 
in Hollywood." A good illustration ofUrbisci's point is the 
old stereotype sitcom The Fanelli Brothers, which has since 
been taken off the air. The show's credits did not include one 
[tal ian-American writer or producer to create a more realistic 
portrayal of the show's subject matter. However, two of the 
stars were Italian-American, which seemed to have little 
positive effecL 

Notwithstanding the likes of the Fanel/is or the Torte/lis, 
\'in DiBona feels Italians are fairly portrayed on television 
and he went on to say that"there is a heritage that we live with 

It infuriates Bellisario when he is deluged with 
letters by angry Italian-Americans for creating 
an occasional character in the Mafia, while he 
has never received a thank you for the positive 

images he too creates. 

and a heritage that we understand. Some of it is wonderful, and 
some of it is not so wonderful." Although he is proud to be 
Sicilian, he feels that historically there were a lot of his people 
that went the wrong way, as well as many that went the right 
way. Hcfeelswe have to live with the bad,alongsidethegood, 
because it is part of our heritage. 

BeUisario is sensitive to the negative Italian stereotypes 
and with the portrayal of his brethren in a positive manner. His 
show, Quantum Leap, depicts Italian Americans as doctors 
and lawyers. The show's main 
character is Admiral Calavicci, a ,...a~~~,_.. , 

fitctitious character played by Dean ~\. ~ 
Stockwell. Calavicci is a respected ·, · •. \' 
scientist on the series. It infuriates , 
Bellisario when he is deluged with 
letters by angry Italian-Americans 
for creating an occasional character 
in the Mafia, while he has never re
ceived a thank you for the positive 
images he also creates. 

\\\ ~\ 

Sonny Grosso 
parlayed his real· 

life bust of the 
French Connection 

Into law enforce
ment's man In 

Hollywood. 

A scene from Don 
Belllsarlo's Quantum 
Lesp, a weekly out
of-body experience. 

ideal person to discuss this subject. The Italians to him are the 
most hyped organized crime leaders in history. In his opinion, 
The Godfather and GoodFe/las are true adaptations of what 
the Mafia underworld is like, including authentic traditions 
and customs ofltalian-American everyday life. He sees these 
movies as realistic depictions of Italian Americans, without 
casting moral judgement on the correctness of the characters. 
(See the Editorial section) 

. . , \ ... 

Although most of these Italian
American producers do not perceive 
an Italian-American media image 
problem, they do predict that more of 
their ethnic fellows in Hollywood 
could make a positive difference . 
Nevertheless, all the television pro
grams mentioned above are all-

1 American. They are flne products of 
a creative group of people. Whether 
they cause audiences to laugh or to 
reflect, they are entertaining Amer-
ica. 

**** 

Grosso's experience in Harlem 
as a narcotics detective, and later as 
technical advisor for many crime
related fLlms based on Italian 
American characters, makes him an America's Funniest People are also the 

least Inhibited. 
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Perspectives 
(Higbligbts of historical records thll shed light on modem times] 

The Corporate State 
by Alfred Cardone 

While Russia runs headlong out of 
socialism, and other European nations 
latch on to that new capitalist buzz-word 
privatization, it may be of some interest 
to recall a middle way. 

Those who have followed the ups 
and downs ofltaly' s economy may well 
wonder just how a nation with few natu
ral resources and a government of 28 
political parties has managed toarriveat 
the number 5 position (between France 
and Britain) in world economies. Of 
course, Italian creativity and business 
acumen can get some of the credit. Yet 
how much impetus to Italy's growth has 
come from l.he legacy of the Corporate 
State - Mussolini's creative alterna
tive to Communism and Capitalism? 

Although Fascism is generally per
ceived as a dirty word, the Corporate 
State should be considered on its own 
economic merits. The educated ob
server will note an amazing similarity 
between the Fascist Corporate State and 
the remarkably successful economies of 
present day Japan, Singapore, South 
Korea, Hong Kong and Taiwan, which 
enjoy the fastest rates of economic 
growth in the world. Each stresses 1) 
the collaboration of labor, business and 
government, 2) economic planning, and 
3) an industrial policy which promotes 
and subsidizes promising new indus
tries. In Fascist and post-Fascist Italy, 
these goals are carried out through 51% 
government ownership of major corpo
rations. (Communism is 100% govern
ment ownership, Capitalism is 0% gov
ernment ownership. Moreover, unions 
are forbidden under Communism and 
mostly resented under Capitalism. The 
Corporate State pennitted unions but 
controlled their actions through binding 
arbitration.) 

• • • 
The Italic Way 

The Corporate State created a comprehensive system of social 
services before the Western capitalist states had done so. Family 
allowances were granted for each child under the age of fourteen. 

Pure Capitalism just did not work in 
pre-Mussolini Italy. 20th Century Italy 
was engulfed in almost constant eco
nomic tunnoil characterized by a phe
nomenal number of strikes. Weak parlia
mentary governments teetered on col
lapse and were reduced to the role of an 
ineffectual bystander. The result of all 
this was catastrophic. 

From his accession to power in 1922, 
Mussolini was detennined to change this 
state of affairs. Th.e basic goal of Fascist 
economic policy was to transfonn Italy 

building and construction, metallurgy, 
grains, vineyards and wine, banking 
and insurance and so forth. In each 
case, a government council acted as a 
sort of supervisor and judge to establish 
work rules and conditions, fonnulate 
general policy and settle any disputes 
which arose in contract negotiations. 
Strikes and lockouts were also made 
illegal. 

Fascism created major government 
institutions and state holding compa
nies to manage and stimulate the Italian 

In 1936, Italy entered the ranks of 
the world's industrialized nations. 

from the picturesque and incidentally 
poor land which Anglo-Saxons seemed 
to find so channing, into a prosperous, 
productive and powerful nation. 

By a series of laws, Fascism divided 
the Italian economy into twenty two sec
tions or corporations, one for each dis
tinct occupation or business, comprised 
of both employers and employees. Such 
economic associations were created for 
mining, clothing, chemical industries, 
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economy and promote the growth of 
promising industries. These holding 
companies are still the major compo
nent oftoday's Italian economy. They 
include the Institute for Industrial Re
construction (IRI), the Italian Institute 
for Real Estate (IMI), the National 
Energy Group {ENI), the National Insti
tute for Expons and the Italian Institute 
of Tomism, to name a few. Banking 

(Continued on p. 20) 
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Perspectives 
WAS ST. PATRICK AN ITALIAN? 

by Don Fiore 

To start, we can say that the question of St Patrick's 
ethnic origins is really no question at all. In his autobiography, 
Confessions, written shortly before his death, the saint tells us 
that his father was a Roman official named Calpumius. Those 
who know their Shakespeare will 
recall that Calpurnius was indeed 
an ancient Italic or Etruscan clan 
name, Julius Caesar's wife was 
Calpumia (daughters always took 
the the feminine fonn of the clan 
name). But lest any of us get too 
smug over this, we should be 
reminded that though Patrick was 
evidently a son ofltaly, there is no 
indication that he held any affin
ity toward, or even set foot in his 
ancestral land in the course of his 
life. 

His father was stationed .,..,..,....c.~ 

mission OT to die trying. He labored relentlessly at the task 
and, after overcoming the initially violent hostility of the 
Irish, indeed managed to bring the entire island into the arms 
of the church. 

The esteem and prestige 
afforded to St. Patrick by the Irish 
ever since has far surpassed any of 
that directed toward their own, many 
native born saints of later years. But 
there's nothing wrong with that, and 
we of Italian descent should proba-

. bly respect their feelings and keep 
our hands off their beloved patron. 
After all, we let the French idolize 
Napoleon Buonaparte. 

So should we claim St 
Paddy? Should we demand a float in 
the St. Patrick's Day parade with a 
big banner reading "St Patrick's 
father was a Roman!"? in Britain, which was then still a 

province of the rapidly disinte
grating Roman Empire. It was 
here that Patrick, or Patricus. as he 
was actually named, was born in 
the early 5th century. By this 
time, Rome and most of the lands 

Patrlcus Calpurnlus 

I don't think so. Not only 
because it's rude, but because such 
nitpicking over nationalities is a 
game that's notoriously prone to 
backfiring. We of Italian back-

under its jwisdiction had become thoroughly Christianized. 
But Ireland, never a part of the Empire, was inhabited by crude 
Celtic tribes whose contact with advanced civilization was 
made only during their increasingly frequent raids upon 
Roman outposts along the western coast of Britain. It was in 
the course of one such incursion that young Patricus was taken 
prisoner and brought back to Ireland as a slave. 

After toiling for a good six years under his pagan 
captors, he made a daring escape by sea and safely found his 
way back to his father's house. Attributing his deliverance to 
his faith in the Lord, he resolved to devote his life to God's 
service and subsequently entered the priesthood. In time he 
became a bishop, and in this capacity Patricus could think of 
no higher way of giving thanks for his blessings than by 
returning to Ireland to convert the very barbarians from whom 
he had earlier fled. 

This wasn't to be the ftrSt time such a mission was 
auempted. Several years previous, Pope Celestine had sent a 
bishop named Palladius tsometimes known as "Patrick the 
Elder") to instill Christianity into the Irish, but the effort came 
to naught n.estubbornPatricus, however, vowed to fulfill his 
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ground surely have more than 
enough saints of our own, and some of the most ropular, too, 
wcren 't Italian themselves. Take St. Anthony ofPadua, who 
many people automatically assume was Italian. He was, in 
fact, born and raised in Portugal and ended up preaching in 
Italy more or less by chance. And then there's San Donato di 
Fiesole, the 9th century Tuscan bishop who, as it turns out, 
was one hundred percent Irish! 

Besides being futile, quarrels over the national ori
gin of this or that saint are contrary to the universality of the 
Christianfaith. We'reallsupposedtobemembersofthesame 
Family as Children of God, and the wisest thing to do is to 
regard theethnicity of the various saints with minimal signifi
cance in view of their true calling and purpose as men and 
women of the Lord. 

But in the secular world, we're free to say anything 
we want. So gently putting the good St. Patrick aside, I won't 
hesitate to point out that the legends of King Arthur, another 
grand hero and pillar of British Isles folklore, are most likely 
based on the exploits of a bold Roman general named Arturius 
who, like St. Patrick's father, was serving the Empire in 
Britain. So there! 

•••• 
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Ricci (continued from p 11) 

Q. Wbat do you give up by using a charitable remainder trust? ~ 
A. The trust must be inevocable, whicb means that once you've donated the property in trust, you can not take it back and you 
cannot receive more than your calculated payout. Also, when the trust terminates, the property goes to charity, not your family. 
Some people provide for this loss to their family by purchasing insurance with the money they save in taxes. 

Q. Are there any other ways to get tax deductions? 
A. Yes, there are other types of trust arrangements, such as Charitable Remainder Annuity Trusts and Charitable Lead Trusts. 
Also, readers should not overlook considering a bequest to the Institute in their wills which not only benefits a worthy 
organization but entitles his or her estate to a charitable estate tax deduction. • 

Q. Many thanks for this vital information. U a reader wants assistance in giving to the Institute, can we help? 
A. Certainly. Write to meat P.O. Box 818, Floral Park, NY 11001. I'll be pleased to help any reader and his or her tax adviser 
and counsel with their charitable giving plans. **** 

*Example: "I hereby give, devise and bequeath to the Italic Studies Institute, Inc.,P .0. Box 818, Floral Park, 
NY 11001, a New York corporation, (insen sum or money or description of real or personal property), to 
be used for the general purposes of said corporation." 

KEEP UP WITH THE INSTITUTE 

Sprlna. 1991 
England Stings: 

An Attitude Problem 
Guglielmo Marconi 

Today's Roman Customs 

Summer. 1990 
Italians & the Bible 

Shakespeare's Italian Connection 
Napoleon's Italian Victory 

fall. 1989 

Summer. 1991 
Before the Beatles: 
ltai-Am Rock 'n Roll 

Latin Language Alive 
Fasi:Mayor of Honolulu 

Ea!!.1990 
Italian-Americans in Advertising 
Pestolozzi: Father of Teaching 
An Italian and the Holocaust 

Augustus 

Winter. 1990 
Mussolini, Part I Italian vs. Black 

Ferrero's Negro Army 
African-Italian Restaurant 

A. Barlett Giamatti 
Bensonhurst Tragedy 

Antonio Meucci & the Telephone 
Marlo Lanza 

Winter, 1989 
Cartoon Characters by Italians 

The First Safe Airplane 
Health & Italian Culture 

Spring. 1989 
King of the Swashbucl<lers 

Gore Vidal 
Beccaria: A Founding Father? 

Roman Evil Days 

Summer. 1988 Spring. 1988* 
John LaCorte 

Italians & the Holocaust 
Images: Symbols or Stereotypes? 

1930: Reprint of Atlantica Magazine 
Italian language in Australia 

Italian Frogmen of WW II 
Vittorio Veneto, WW I 
Atlantica remembered 

EallfW!n.1992 
Forbidden Italy 

PresidentCossiga 
Taranto:Before Pearl Harbor 

Ovid, the Spicy Scribe 

Spr/Sum. 1992 
America, Partly an 
Italian enterprise 
Ace Don Gentile 

Gay Talese 

Winter. 1991 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Bloody Geniuses: • • Order Form Britons of Italian Heritage • 

Carl Vuono: Army Chief of Staff • 
The Day They Lynched Italians • 

Spring. 1990 
Jews of Italy 

Mussolini, Part II 
Italian Aerospace 

DaPonte: Mozart's Ubrettist 

Summer. 19sg 
Italy's North vs. South 
The Spanish Armada 

Italian Aviation 
Composer Charles Gabriele 

Ftl!.1988 
Italy at Work: 

Modem Italy Forges Ahead 
Dr. Henry Viscardi: Helping 

the Handicapped 

Past Issues 
• • • • • 

Price per past issue $3.00 
($2.50 for members) 

• 
• Spr '88 
: Sum'88 
• Fall'88 
• Win'89 
·-="'~~---
• Spr'89 
• Sum'89 
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• 
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Fall'90 
Win'91 
S r'91 
Sum'91 
Fall/Win'92 
Spr/Sum'92 
Fall'92 

• AvaRable only In photoocples 
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• Waterproofing 
and Restoration 

MASONRY 
RESTORATION 

LOCAL LAW 10 
REPAIRS 

COASTAL WATERPROOFING~ RESTORATION CORP. 
1673 FOWLER AVENUE. BRONX. NY 10462 e 1212)617 - 1900 

WATERPROOFING 
POINTING 

CAULKING 
INSURED 

Corporate State (from p. 16) 

was also reformed and centralized, and 
a reliable statistical service established 
for the first time. 

Fascist economic policies and re
forms soon achieved very impressive 
results. In 1924, the national budget 
was balanced for the ftrst time since the 
reunification of Italy in 1870. Mus
solini launched a program of public 
works unprecedented in modem Eu
rope, the highlights-of which included a 
modem system of electric railroads, and 
reclamation of over nine million acres 
ofmarshandswampland. In 1936,Italy 
entered the ranks of the world's indus-

FAX : (212) 893-9470 

trialized nations as the percentage of the 
population engaged in agriculture or re
latedactivityfell below 50percentforthe 
flrst time. 

Extensive social legislation was in
troduced in Italy before the Western 
democracies had done so. The Fascist 
regime created a comprehensive system 
of insurance to cover health, old age, 
unemployment, industrial and agricul
tural accidents and maternity. Family 
allowances were granted for each child 
under the age of fourteen. The expendi
ture on education rose dramatically and 
legislation mandating minimum wages, 
paid vacations, the eight hour day and the 

forty hour week was also enacted. 
Of course Italians paid a price for 

the Corporate State in the loss of free
dom. And 51% government ownership 
did not produce enough planes, tanks 
and guns necessary for Italy's armed 
forces in World War II. Nevertheless, 
the corporate structure survived the war 
and helped produce a second miracle in 
the post war years. Unfortunately. 
today's "Party-ocracy" has played 
havoc with Italy's state corporations. 
Nevertheless, with a little fine-tuning 
and political discipline this middle way 
may propel Italy to number 4 or even 
number 3. Achtung, Deutschland! •• 

Archer Elevator Co., Inc. 
522 West 37th Street 

New York, New York 10018 
(212) 695-2712 

MainteiUlnce Repair 

We've grown slowly over the last 24 years to become one of the largest independent 
elevator companies in theN ew York area. 

BUT WE HAVEN'T LOST THE PERSONAL TOUCH! 
Call me and kt's talk. I'll probably be in. 

Ed BoiUlrdi, President 

The Italic Way ·2o Vol. 5, No.3 



~~ 
Italic Stu.tlks Institute 

Italic Studies Institute 
POBox818 

Aoral Parle, NY 11001 
516 488-7400 

"Founded for the cultural 
enric~nJ of the gnumu public 
through media workr, education, 

literature, and the arts." 

Membership Application 
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Project Italia 
The Project I tali a program isn't just fllms and videos. It is also an educational product line. 

(To order just note your selections and mail in with a check to Italic Studies Institute, PO Box 818, Aoral Park, NY 11001) 

FOUR CENTURIES 
OF 

ITALIAN-AMERJCAN 

HISTORY 

Gio~11nni Sdoiavo 

Our bestseller. A unique 
look at the worldwide con
tributions of a great people. 
$23 ($18 for members) 

The story of WWII ace Don 
Gentile. America's legendary 
"one man air force" . 

One of the heartwarming 
sagas of World War II. 
Italian humanity during 
Hiller's HolocausL 

Giovanni Schiavo's monumental work 
on lt.alian-American history. This is the 

book that all other authors quote. 
$30 ca ($25 for members) $20 ($15 for members) $15 ($10 for members) 

AMERICA: THE ITALIAN lEGACY 
~~fEft Oil£ L.\W ' EOUAltl! 

J.•to~roro ~Cti,C: I l 
t~<~t 'M"f • 01 ,.,,r '''-'"~o•r 

• Ht- 011 
'•"'v Ot: " """"• 

Ol ifOJI!fO Pll , t•r:. . 
I I I t l "' f .U •• ._. 
a .. u u ••· • v. rr :o• 
III I i I U • Jt.J1 

- --=::.··········· ······ 
,__ THE 
~::;::.~ RIGHTEOUS 
.,.....,, ENEMY 

Document your roots with these important video works: 
America: The ltaHan Legac:y (Law & Equality) - 23 min .... $25 ($20 for members 
AntonJo Meuc:cl: True Inventor of the Telephone- L 7 min ... $25 ($20 for members) 
Righteous Enemy: Italian efforts to save Jews in WWII -84 min ... $1 00 ($90 mem. 

Mark the discovery of Amer
ica with this unique desk commemo
rative with the Institute's exclusive 
4-Explorers coin. A perl'ect presen
tation gift We'll even engrave it for 
you. $30 ($25 for members) 
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Designed exclusively for the Institute 
the Italian-American Placemat is perfect for 
use at social functions, to distribute to schools, 
or for pizzerias & restaurants. 

$12 per box of 1,000. 
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Roman Foundation• 

Medieval Revival 

Olacovery of America 

Looking for awards? Or maybe you would like 
to collect this series of commemoratives. This limited 
production is minted exclusively for the Institute. 
Each coin is $15 ($10 for members) and comes in a 
presentation bolt with parchment story. (actual size 1-
114'') Also available in solid silver, in wood box. 
$60 ($50 members) 
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Media Madness 
(1n which we present media material with commentary] 

ITEM: Brooklynacttess Marisa Tomei wins an Academy Award for her supporting role 

in My Cousin Vinnie. 

COMMENT: The Hollywood Academy continues its tradition of rewarding Italian
American stereotypes. Among characters who have won an Oscar are a punch drunk fighter 
from Ph illy (Rocky), gangland murderers (Godfather I & II) , a sadistic creep ( Good.F elias), 
and now a semi-literate female auto mechanic from Bensonhurst. Funny she is. But what 
price glory? 

ITEM: Italian-American playwright Frankie Pugliese has authored an off-Broad
way play called Aven' U Boys. 

COMMENT: Even hardened critics wince at the degrading stereotypes. Once 
again it's the Bensonhurst bigots on trial. This groteSque smear ends in a Sinatta song 
fade-out. (Note: This play was seen by a non-member of the Institute who commented, 
"I see why you fellows started the Italic Studies Instirute.") 

C llectl. ons? ITEM: ThettadejournalBankSystems& Technologyca.rriedanadby the Kirchman 
0 t Corporation marketing its new computer receivables collection program. Hey, what else 

No Problem. to call this get-tough program but Guido. Not Mario. He's the plumber. 
!Now That Guido ,. Htrcl 

Guido ... . ~,,.._,"'~' ....... ~ 
"""..P."-·-... c:.c. ..... 
·~:, .... ~...-. 
•H,.-I..r."'~' 
.,._,.-.1),-do~ 

· --O...·'f.uooiJW .. ~.~ 
C\# .. c.Mt,.., "'-111'1 ,..,..,.,.,...,,s ... m 
~O.I~Nn~'ll 

COMMENT: Guido? Here's a guy the Aven'U Boys could look down on. One 
wonders if A.P. Giannini, founder of the Bank of America. would condone this bad taste 
were he alive. Then again, we shouldn't be so sensitive. After all, the editors of Bank 
Systems & Technology saw no harm in this ad. (Note: this ad was brought to our attention 
by lSI member Salvatore Caruana, who wrote to the journal in protest.) 

·-• l. Wt~C<oVI't lliol f"'4'!1<4~~ 

o.-.1 ~-~~.c- ---------------ec- .-s.-

ITEM: A recent segment of the comedy Fresh Prince of Bel Air had one black 
character threatening to force his way into a university using "a friend with excessive 
body hair and mozzarella breath." The National Italian-American Foundation 
(NIAF) protested the show to NBC. 

COMMENT: When filmmaker Frankie Coppola and writer Mario Puzzo 
(sorry, only one "z", two would mean "stench'') created the Godfather in 1972lillle 
did anyone suspect how long the stereotyping would last - 21 years thus far. Nor 
did anyone expect the whole Italian culture would be dragged into the muck by every 
jokester and scriptwriter. Unfortunately, not many other groups in the American 
mosaic share our tolerance and capacity for absorbing bad raste. We share the field 
with no one. 

The Italic Way 
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Media. Madness 

ITEM: Sicily always takes a beating but Geraldo Riviera crossed the line with his 

"Blood Island" special on TV. 

COMMENT: ln one scene he stands before the camera in a bullet-proof vest 

explaining that he was scheduled to appear with a Palmero city official who failed to 
show. It seems that Geraldo wanted the official to also wear a vest, in keeping with the 
Blood Island theme of the special. The Italian official wouldn't take the bait and 
instead challenged Geraldo to appear with him~ the theatrical wardrobe. In the 
interest of tabloid television journalism Geraldo went it alone. This clownish 
television special was sponsored in part by Perillo Tours. Good choice, Mario! 

And then there was theNewsday (Long Island's only mass circulation newspaper) 
Travel article by Italian-American Jim Puzzanghera (note two "zz's") and his non
Italic wife in search of the Mafia in Sicily. A number of suspicious looking natives 
caught their eye but the hunt was for naught. They didn't even see Geraldo. 
Nevertheless, the piece had the intended effect of promoting stereotypes. 

ITEM: The New York Times' headline Italy's Moral Crumbling 
gives the innocents of the earth a vicarious feel for dishonest politics. 

COMMENT: Make no mistake about it, the current Italian politi
cal system is reaching the end of its Jurassic Age. The post-war fear of 
Communism and Fascism that created a government of 28 political 
parties has now evolved into a demand for simpler, dignified government. 
Nevertheless, in any test of morality the Italian nation and the Italian 

I!!:!!~- people are second to none. As usual, the Times cannot resist ludicrous 
headlines. Among their golden oldies is "Shame of a Nation'' (about a 5-
year girl stranded for thirty minutes along the side of a Florence highway 
after her father died of a heart attack at the wheel of their car.) Some of 
Italy's dramatic Opera is infecting the Times staff. 

ITEM: New York Magazine reporter Harry Kavros stumbles upon a Mussolini 

T-shirt in darkest Mulberry Street and denOWlCCS the store owner. 

COMMENT:. On the surface, theestablishmemknown as E. Rossi &Company 

appears to be your typical Italian-American novelty sho~filled with pasta bowls, cap
puccino makers and rotund, earthy women. But behind this benign facade lurks the spirit 
of Fascism. nus lurid secret has now been exposed for all the world to see. It is now 
only a matter of time beforeKavros exposes all those purveyors of Don Corleone posters 
and Mafia staff car license plate holders. By the way, the store's owner told Ka vros. "Get 
out of here! It's a free country." 
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News of the Institute 
AURORA EDUCATION PROGRAM 

The Level n youth class (1 I & 12 year olds) was completed on March 20th with an Italian banquet at a local restaurant 
Having learned the rudiments of their new foreign language, the youngsters celebrated by tasting a variety of foods that 
included pasta efagioli, tortellini a/ pesto, calamarifrilti, scungilli alia marinara, vitello alia Marsala, and sfingi Siciliani 
in honor of St Joseph's Day. In all, the program was a pleasing introduction 10 Italy. Italic culture has its privileges! 

PROJECT IT ALIA 
Filmmaker Tony DcNonno has taped interviews with seven Italian immigrants of various 

age and vocational backgrounds for our video entitled American Visions. As far as we know, 
the Institute is the ftrSt to video tape these testimonials. As intermarriage and death take their 
toll on the Italian heritage, we hope to make lhis a permanent record for furore generations. 
If you know of anyone with an interesting past and who would make a good video subject, 
contact Michelle Delino at (516) 488-7400. If you wish 10 contribute 10 this unique 
undertaking, contact John Mancini at the same number. 

~ -:='· 
'1 
., 
~ 

Playwright Mario Frattl 
lmm !grated to America 
after WWII. He came 

for freer cultural 
expression. 

DINNER DANCE 

Thommaso Papagallo, with his 
wife Isabella, came to America 

after WWII as a marble cutter 
working at the Capitol In 

Washington, DC . He fought 
in the Italian Army In Africa and 
the Balkans. Captured by the 
Soviets, he suffered five years 

of Imprisonment In Siberia. 

SalVatore DeTomaso 
Is 94 years 

old. A tailor by trade, 
Mr. DeTomaso Immigrated 

to the USA In 1923. 
He served In the Italian 
Army during the First 

World War as an 
artilleryman. 

Filmmaker Tony DeNonno 
specializes In carefully 
crafted human Interest 

videos. 
Among his films Is 

the story of 
Antonio Meuccl, 

Inventor of the telephone. 

With the 6th Annual Dinner at the Waldorf-Astoria only a short time away (May 8th), Chainnan Angelo Croce and his 
committee are putting the fmallOuches on preparations and ticket sales. As usual, the emphasis is on good music, good food, 
good time. Speeches are vietato (forbidden)! TickeL prices remain at $300 per seat. The proceeds will help fund Institute 
operations and programs like The Italic Way in the 1993-94 year. Despite the recession, sales are fantastic. 

GOLF OUTING 
The outing and dinner are set for August 16th at the Hempstead Golf & Country Club, 

Long Island. PaineWebber, our sponsor, is providing thousands of dollars in prizes 
including a 1994 I nfm ity Q4 5. See the ad in this issue. Con tact Elizabeth Polizzi for tickets 
at (516) 488-7400. 

ITALY TOUR 
Social Chairman Pat Grecco has announced a 15 day/13 night OclOber lOur of Italy. 

Specific information has been sent out to all members. A deposit is required. 
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GIFT & MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN 
The governors have given the go-ahead to a special membership campaign that will 

benefit all our existing and new members. Rather than spending thousands of dollars in 
advertising, the Institute will let its present membership spread the word and earn gift 
points in the process. Look for our gift brochure in the mail. You'll not only be eligible 
for gifts but also a $1,000 bonus award. We are really helping each other. 

ELECTIONS 
The February elections were no surprise and the existing slate of officers was reelected 

by the Plenary Council. Chairmanships of the Council of Governors and Advisory 
Council are set for nomination in May. 

2-YEAR TERMS DEFEATED 
A move to extend officer terms to two years failed to gain approval by the Council of Governors. 
The governors voted to strengthen the Advisory Council with additional constitutional requirements and authority. New 

appointments were made to this council: Don Fiore (Chicago), William Cerruti and Robcn Masullo (Sacramento), Alfred 
Cardone, John Positano, and Rosario Iaconis (Metro NY) 

CffiCAGO COUNCIL IN THE WORKS 
Attracted by the Institute's unique perspective on the Italian heriLagc, a group of Chicagoans chaired by newly-appointed 

Advisor Don Fiore has been seeking ways to assemble a Chicago Plenary Council. Although constitutional and administrative 
groundwork must be done, Fiore has embarked on a course to introduce The Italic Way and our educational products to 
metropolitan Chicago. Fiore's pet project is greater publicity for Italian Heritage Month in October. The New York Council 
also needs to make it a priority here. 

LUNCHEON FEATURES MEUCCI 

PLENARY MEMBER MAKES THE BIG TIME 
Plenary Council member Ron Bellistri made the March 15th issue of 

People magazine when the camera caught him looking after Mr. & Mrs. 
Arnold Schwar.rencgger. Ron's company, Copstat Security, provided secu
rity for Schwarzcnegger's fllm, The Last Action Hero, which was shot in 
Manhattan's Times Square. 

Changing our meeting format from evening to noon-time has greatly increased Plenary Council participation. Despite the 
recession, 84 members and guests turned out for our frrst luncheon of 1993 on April 6th. Featured speaker was filmmaker 
Tony DeN on no who presented his short film on the life of Antonio Meucci, the 19th Cemury inventor of the telephone. Future 
Plenary Council luncheons are scheduled for June 1st, September 16th, and November 18th. 

President AI Crecca, left, and 
Mary Ann Mlnuccl (Assistance 

Chairman) conversing with members. 

John Antonacc i, VIncent Plzzulll, 
and Governor Michael Downey. 
Something has Mike's attention. 

Johann-Era Draw & Susan Lombard 
of the Council for the _j 

United States and Italy. 
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PROFILES 

Brigadier General Frank Libutti 
USMC 

Hollywood rarely associates Italian Americans with the a.nned forces. If 
memory serves, the highest ranking Italic depicted in the movies was Major 
Joppolo in A Bell for Adano, and Lt Philip Caputo in the Viemam fUm Rumor 
of War. Otherwise, they are non-commissioned types, dogfaces and swabs, who 
do their duty with less griping than the rest. In fact, it is doubtful that few other 
ethnic groups in the American population has participated in the U.S. military in 
greater proportion than Italian-Americans in the First and Second World Wars. 

Yet, the more recent Persian Gulf and Somalia actions have also given Italian
Americans cause to be proud. They made no television movie about Lt Marie 
Rossi, the first woman soldier in American history to die in action, but she 
represents an officer corps of Italian-Americans that provides leadership to our 
nation. Others, to name a few, are General Carl Vuono, former Army Chief of 
Staff, and GeneralJohn Tilelli, commander of the Army's First Cavalry Division 
during the drive on Iraq. 

In the humanitarian-inspired Somalia action, Brigadier Frank Libutti over
sees U.S. operations for the Pentagon's Central Command Region. Libutt.i 

manages the logistical, supply and manpower demands for the American 
contingent, combining the duties of Inspector general and task force com
mander. Now 47, he was the youngest brigadier general in Marine history 
at age 46. A J¥ltive of Huntington, Long Island, Gen. Libutti came from a 
military family. His father, recenlly deceased, was an Army artilleryman. 
Libutti served in Vietnam, where he was wounded and received a Silver 
Star. He met and married his future wife while they were both stationed in 
the Naples area. They have two children. 

Italian Marine of the San Marco 
battalion on station In Mogadishu 

~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;~The Italic Way 

The Italic connection with Somalia extends beyond General Libutti. 
Among the other nations participating in the war-tom East African nation 
is Italy with a troop committment of 2,500 men. Ironically. most of the 

• Italian military units have batlle scars from Africa dating back to the 
Second World War. Even before that. Somalia was an Italic colony. It is 
not surprising, then, that the Italian language is spoken by many older 
Somalians and it was the official language of the Somalia university 
system prior to the civil wars. Pasta was also a staple of the country. 

Nor has Italian influence faded. Even the warring factions of Somalia 
have unanimously requested training for the newly envisioned paramili
tary police by Italy's famed Carabinieri. 

•••• 
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Cardiovascular Wellness Center 
"Dedicated to Preoention and Nutrition" 

55 Bryant Ave. Roslyn, New York 11576 

800-371-V AGNiru 
Call for a FREE infomu~lion packet. 

Usten to Dr. Vagnini's "Cardiovascular Health" 
SATURDAYS 6 PM on TALK RADIO • 770AM WABC NEW YORK 

Preventing heart 
disease is easier than it's 
ever been ... now that 
non-invasive (and 
painless) diagnostic 
tech nology can identify 
the beginnings of 
arteriosclerosis. And 
therapies of sensible 
die t, regular exercise, 
and a vitamin program 
can stop it before it 
becomes a life
threatening health 
problem. 

Get to know your 
cardiovascular health 
status. Start by having 
your cholesterol and 
blood vessels checked! 

Lorenzo's Oil (from p. 1o) 

are without a doubt the two greatest 
non-confonnists we have seen. While 
Michaela has devoted her life to 
Lorenzo's dai I y life struggles, Au gus to 

has been the strategist in combatting 
ALD. An attorney and economist by 
trade, Augusto Odone has educated 
himself so t.horoughJy in ALD that he 
has acquired an honorary medical de
gree. 

this one: the film opens in Africa, where 
t.hc Odone's lived fora time, and Swahili 
is the third most-often heard language we 
hear, after Italian, of course. Even the 

Odone specifically demanded that no 
Italian-American play his role because 
of their mafia typecasts. Nolte is good 
and his Italian is passable. Susan Saran
don, who is Italian-American, performs 
superb! y as Michaela. Ironically, Ms. 
Saradon has never had an opportunity to 
play an Italic character - certainly no 
positive Italian-American female role 
has been written to date. 

Augusto, played by non-Italic actor 
Nick Nolte, is quintessentially Italian
strong-willed, a questioner of author
ity, a do-it-yourselfer. Combatting 
both a smug medical profession and 
bureaucratic foundation le.aders, 
Nolte's Augusto is obsessed with fend
ing off death. It is Augusto Odonc who 
conceives of Lorenzo's Oil, a blend of 
special olive and rapeseed oils that 
reduces the long-chain fatty acids in his 
son's blood which are destroying his 
nervous system. 

Rarely is a movie as multi-ethnic as 

Augusto Odone 
specifically 

demanded that 
no Italian-American 

play his role 
because of their 
mafia typecasts 

rapeseed oil is produced by an elder 
English chemisL Nolte's selection to 
play Augusto is testimony to the damage 
already done by stereotypes. Augusto 

Lorenzo's Oil is a heart-wrenchjng 
film, especially for parents. On an eth
nic level, Augusto Odone brings a much 
needed lift to the Italic people. He car
ries his heritage wi t.h pride, even quot
ing Latin. And with the strains of grand 
opera enveloping most scenes, there is 
no mistake that Lorenzo's Oil is the 
heri tage that Italian-Americans have 
been denied elsewhere in the media. 

**** 
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GRAHAM 

365 BROADWAY N.Y. 10013 

MAC (from p. 10) 

Grandpa Turturro's funeral that is part 
Bergman, part Monty Python and part 
Italian Gothic. It is at this dark gather
ing that we are introduced to the broth
ers Turturro, the ill-fated triumvirate of 
home construction. 

Thrturro's world, however, is hardly an 
Italic Eden. Thrturro feels compelled to 
examine every grain of dirt under his 

family's fingernails. 

In what can only be called the Romu
lus and Remus b"athroom scene, the Tur
turro brothers agree to join forces while 
one defecates, another shaves and the 
other bathes. They cement their union 
by invoking the founders of Rome. A 
solemn vow in such a less-than-august 
forum bodes ill for the Turturros and 
this film. It is a deeply flawed homage 
to Italians. can you imagine Woody 
Allen emitting flatulence at theW ailing 

Wall or Spike Lee urinating while dis
cussing Malcom X? 

Mac's unrelenl.ing work ethic degen
erates into a maniacal obsession. His 
ambition to build a cluster of single 
family homes in Queens, NY, brings him 
to the edge of a nervous breakdown, 
alienates his brothers and ultimately 
undercuts his nobility. Despite the ulti
mate destrUction of the family. the homes 
are built, and built well. 

Mac is an intensely serious film with 
a message that is garbled. For those 

Italian-Americans who witnessed ftrSt
hand the fanaticism of the Italic work 
ethic, this film had great possibilities. 
But Turturro is not nearly as bold as his 
father. The gritty histrionics and Spike 
Lee-inspired gutter drama mar what 
could have been an Italian-American 
tale of courage. Given the feeble finan
cial backing for such films, it is an op
portunity to enlighten that John Tur
turro may never have again. Audentis 
Fortuna iuvat. (Fortune favors the 
bold.) **** 

Italian Genealogy 
Italian Family History 
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Leather Factory Outlet 

New coUections of leaJher gamtenJs for men, 

women and children. Also custom 
made to specifications at reasonable prices. 

Best quality leathers and suedes in the market. 

120 Denton A venue 
New Hyde Park, New York 11040 

(516) 741-7474 
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