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"What Civilization Owes to Italy
Dr. Walsh's book deals comprehensively with every phase
of Italy's contribution to Civilization. Among the [cpics
discussed are the following:
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Painting
Sculpture
Architecture
Music
Arts and Crafts
Literature
Education
Feminine Education
Italian Scholarship

Regular Price: $3

Philosophy
Science and Law
Men of World Influence
Great Women of Italy
Italian Cities
Discoverers and Explorers
Italian Artists in the United

States Capitol

Our Price: $2
(Postage Prepaid)
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Do YO (J Know who VIGO ,LUas?

il'Hfifh:;'ff":: et 33% off
'I'his biography of one of the most elusive among the Makers of
Arnerica will come to many as a revelation.
The Italian lad u'ho ran a,rvay frorn home to become a Spanish
muleteer, a soldier in Havana ard New Orleans, the conficientiai
agent of Governor de Leyba in Saint Louis, the premier American
merchant from the Gul{ to the Great Lakes, the real hero of the
Vincennes campaign, (more real even than George Rogers Clark, as
Dr. Roselli conclusively proves), stands out from theie pages as a
purer, more undaunted, more self-sacrificing Patriot than any of the
Makers of the Midwest during the last quarter of the l8th century.
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'tnonsignor, beretta, canto, stanza,
sonnet (an Italian, in fact Sicilian
creation) nt a d r i g al, tttoustache
(tntrstacch,io), motto, ztista, bclvede-
re, terracotta, tufa, bagatelle, bagnio
(bagno penale)., iucognito, sotto-
aoce, rnalaria, htfluenza, aolcano
and Viz,a!

Nor should we forget some mod-
ern scientific terms, provided by
Italian genius : aolt (from Alessan-
dro Volta), galvanism, to galaani:e
(from Luigi Galvani), and the
very recent tnarconigra.m.

To explain the Italian derivation
of all these words would transcend
the brief limits of this sketch. But
let me, for good measure, and for
the sake of curiosity, show the pecu-
liar workings of a few words, each
of which would make an interesting
story. In fact the Italian for
'Luord i parola, comes from the Latin
parabu.la, parable or story. A little
romance is hidden in everv one of
the words mentioned.

Take, for example, the adjective
alert. It came into English from
the French, which stole it, quite
honestly, from the Italian all'erta.
And ltalian has no adjective equi-
valent to alert tho.ugh all'er;a re-
lna1ns.

The origin of macaroni. seems to
be concealed in antiquity. This
word, however, did some rich ex-
panding in English. We have ma-
caroon, also made of flour but
sllgary, a cooky; and we have wnca-
roni, in the eighteenth century En-
glish sense ol fop, d,and,y, from the .

existence of a Macaroni Club,
whose members were "the most
dressey travelled gentlemen in Lon-
don." In this sense the word en-
tered into perhaps the oldest of our
American patriotic songs, Yankee
Doodle:

"Put a feather in his cap
And called it macaroni."

NOTq that such. worcls as tnaca-,- rorti, spogltetti, etc. are plural
in ltalian, but singular in Englisl-r.

ATL'\NTICA, APRIL, 1933

To an Italian it seems difficult and
unnatural to translate : Questi mac-
cheroni soiro buoni, as L/zis maca-
roni rs good. Sometirnes, likewise,
lvhen a worcl is transferred to an-
other language, the idea of gender
disappears. Thus in our American
slang, we apply bimbc, Italian n.ras-
culine, to a girl, without being
aware of the absurdity of it : She's
a cute bimbo I

Some words have changecl so very
much that their Italian f eatures
have entirely gone. Wig, f.or tn-
stance, looks like a thoroughly
Anglo-Saxon rvord. It is, neverthe-
less, an abbreviation of perizvig,
from the French peruqLte, probably
fronr the Italian perucca (parruc-
ca). The nrrrsical term sch,erzo, ott
the other han,l, might sound to
some like a genuine Italian word,
hrrt it is a Gernran importation,
irom sclterz, made farnous by Ital-
ian music.

Perhaps the most peculiar Italian
derivation, if true (and this etymo-
logy is merely conjectural) is the
expression Dew Il:[ e !, lron Dio
tnio, or fron-r such an exclamation
as Dio mi (salvi).

Here is another very peculiar
story. Would you ever guess that
Ierusalent articlt,ohe cornes from
the Italian ? This Jerusalem does
not come from the Holy City, but is
a corruption ol girasole. Another
word whose Italian origin you
would never gruess is m,illiner. It
comes from At[ilaner, an inhabitant
of the city of Milan, which city,
apparently, was at one time ancl
still is famous for hats. Similarly
florin came from fi,orino, the lily
of Florence, stamped on its gold
coins. And again both tarantella
and taratctulo come from Taranto-
The poisonous spider has its habi-
tat also in Southern Italy. In
Tuscany, instead, where this spicler,
so far as I l<now, cloes not exist,
the rvord has shiftecl to a sort of
brown lizzard which crawls along
old walls.

Talking of scourges, ttru!aria

and influenzo are obviously ltalian.
For influena,o, which has become
our flu, we know (though the best
English dictionaries do not know
it) that the word became connected
with the disease in Florence about
Dante's time and was so called be-
callse, according to local astrologers,
it was due to the unpropitious in-
fluence of the stars.

And here are n-rore words whose
meanings, when they became natur-
alised English words, changed en-
tirely: confetti, in Italian, szueet-
nteats, has now degeneratecl into
strips of paper; piazzu, square has
been reduced to a portico; seraglio
(serraslio) originally i,ncl osure, anrl
now in Italian an inclosure for wild
beasts; menagerie achieved ir-r En-
glish a more specific meaning, an
enclosure for a Mohamnredan's
ladies, hsrem,

And, finally, here is a word which
is, one might say, a manufactured
mongrel: brciggadocio. It begins
with the E"nglish root brag, to
which has been artificiallv adcled an
Italian ending.

And thus I might go on for
pages, especially if I should treat
many words coming from Italian
through French or Latir.r, such as
bellaclonna, travertine, gronite, Ia-
goon, soda (is there a comlroner
word than soda?), etc. But I must
stop. And I do so with lhe sanre
thought with which I began. When
we use language, let us use it as
carefully as possible, with the re-
verence that is due to a tool delicate,
though usecl every day, mysterio,us,
though common, full of significance,
whether manifest or occult, long-
lived and always interestingly
changing. Let us see the beauty of
all languages and their rrunrerons
contributions to each other. which
so eloquently reflect the basic kin-
ship and helpfulness (at least ver-
bal!) of all peoples. And l:t us,
Italo-Americans, note rvith satis-
faction the rich contributions rnad:
to-or1r otvlr English by the rnag-
nificent language of Dante.



Thc Italran-Amcrican
in Thcsc Timcs

Depression Has Brought His Virtues

into Higher Regard

- \-ER as at the present time
lrai'e the Italians in the North
-\nrerican countries enjoyetl- . :restige. The economic cle-

:::::':':t in the nerv continent has
- ..= last ferv years brought about-- -. a change in moral and ma--:.... ...a1r1es as to give an entirell'
' : :i:r'siognomy to the mosaic o{
--,:: ilcluded in the immense
-. :::r: betu'een the Atlantic ancl the
: .::..c. ber\r€€11 the Gulf of Mexico
,:' :re icl stretches of the Arctic.

- ::= shock has been so violent,- . ,-.-,ilapse of Utopias so radical,
- .: rriuro to the unalterable iaws
- . e:nins the lvorld's destinies so
.':::,i. that the American people
' -:::rselves have been able to re-
. ,::--ize horv unsustainable tvas their
.--,:ristic morality. Becanse of the

:,::--e\\'hat meteoric character, more
.'. -,ir-rtionary than evolutionary, oi

: -: p,henornenon, the American peo.
: .=. u'ith their alert ancl open in-
:= -iqence, have been able to revien'
:--..ir on'n positions, they have b:en
:-le to consider as defects ancl as
.:::s those very characteristics u'hich
-:eviously they had thought tb be
:.:eir superior virtues.

\\'hat had seemecl to be harnrful
r:tconceptions on the part of ltal-
:r,ns: their voluntary limitation of
::raterial necessities, their frugality,
:':eir corrtinerrce, tlreir sense of corr-
:i:riitr', their sense of famih' soiicl-
.:itr'. their altachrnerrt to tlieir rlis-
:ilnt motherlancl, their religious sen-
:inrent restraining any intemperancc
i:ave now suddenlv shown their
l,'rnirrion over the larvs goverrrin{
liie, they have taken tireir fatal re-
\ (-nge oll tlre rnacl passions llll-
leashed in the nerv continent und:r
the false guise of a superior civiliza-
t1on.

America, stvept off her feet bv
economic progress, hacl practicall_r,
forgotten the raison d'etre oi hir-
nranity. Tl're masses, having ven-

tsy &Cir(o "Ardemagni

tured on the path of prosperity, at-
tracted by the mirage of gold and
the dream of abundance, had raced
breathlessly through the past fiity
years, altering their lung capacity,
abandoning the useless baggage of
traditions, leaping over the obstacles
of morality, and forgetting their
very natures. The race had becor.ne
an end in itself. Man hacl placecl
himself at the service of goods, ir-r-

steacl of suborclinating them to his
instincts ancl desires ; quantity, and
the statistics concerning the clevelop-
ment of wealth ancl the increase of
goods, became more in.rportant in
the eyes of the American than

How does America, faced with
the realities of a depression,
look now upon the traditional
virtues of the Italian? Are the
Italians in this country begin-
ning to undergo a new appraisal
on the part of the older inhabi-
tants, in the light of the patient
and tenacious way in which they
are weathering the depression?
The author if this article, who
was in New York last winter,
thinks so, and he adds that this
reappraisal includes a new res-
pect for the Italians'thrift, love
of the soil, industry and tenac-
ity, which qualities were ignored
during the boom trventies, but
which are now being restored
to their ancient position.

The author of this article,
which is translated from "Ge-
rarchia," the monthly magazine
of Fascism founded by Benito
Mussolini, is one of youngest
of Italian journalists, having
been born 32 years ago in Cre-
mona. A member of the staff
of the "Popolo d'Italia" of Mi-
lan, he also writes f or many
reviews and magazines. Among
his travel books may be men-
tioned his African volume,
"Dalla terra di Salambo ai laghi
di Cristallo" and another on
"Terra del Fuoco." His latest is
"Russia: 15 anni dopo," which
is soon to be translated into
English.

quality and the values of the spirit;
man was to forget the record of
the past in the hope of the future,
he was to forget himself and to
live to wear himself out in the tor-
ment of "making good," he was no
longer to appear as a creature bio-
logically perfect except in the role
of a consumer at an accelerating
rhythm, as an organism willing to
alter his own functions in order to
assimilate an ever-greater dose of
prodncts;

fHE Wall Street pyramid having
' collapsed, the fever of despera-
tion having spreacl like lightning,
and rvith all the outlets of economic
life closed suddenly, the Americans
were seized by that panic, by that
alarm, by that crowding of thoughts
and fears that comes upon runners
when they are suddenly rendered
immovable a few paces from their
goal through a jesting fatality of
destiny.

This salutary psychological re-
volution has been taking place in
America for the past five years.
Those very men who had hoped al-
ways to run, now, through a sudden
return of their consciences, are
asking themselves how it was they
ever ran so much, why it was that
only they were unhappy standing
still. They are aware of having
rvithclrar,vn too far away from the
sotlrces of humanity, o{ having ac-
quirecl an artificial tenor of life, of
having transformed their very na-
tures, of having altered their very
cycle of grorvth, of having ir.npover-
ished their orvn indiviclual resources
by becoming machines of flesh and
automatons without spirit. There
is repentance over unenjoyed cle
lights, over forgotten virtues. over
that beautiful serenity that malies
happy the peoples living in the lands
oi the old lvorld.

For the great present-day phen-
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orrenon of America is this: the
sponlaneous revision of values, the
rettlrn to the civilized positions of
former tir-nes, the psychology oi a
people transforming, r-naturing ar-rcl

completing itself. Thoughtful men
have already uttered cries of alarm.
James Tr.uslorv Adan.rs, author of
one of the n'rost interesting histories
of the Unitecl States, calls the dying
era of great trusts aurl r-nastodonic
economic cornbinations "the age of
dinosanrs" ; others are asking them-
selves if the moment has not come
to restore then.rselves according to
the olcl rvisclorn of the Latin worlcl
in orcler to prevent America fronl'becoming a victin-r of uncontrollecl
forces, and to improve man after
having multiplied and ir-r-rproved
goods. And thev are certainly right,
for it is useless to build sk1'scrapers
to a height of 1200 or 1300 feet
when rnen remain five or six feet
high.

From the point of view of human
experience America lvill certainly
do more during this lustrumr of the
depression than it has during three
hundred years of history.

All the rest is falsehood. Atly-
one who thinks he can draw apoca-
lyptic consequences from the coun-
try-wide roaming of 200,000 home-
less youths, who sees the end of
the world because the baron'reter of
unemploynrent has reached eleven
millions, because gangsters engage
in the liquor traffic or because they
assault the Chicago banks, because
the cadenced pace of hunger march-
ers has resounded on the pavements
of Washington,-any such person is
either acting in bad faith or he does
not recognize the potential and in-
herited risources oi America. The
United States has never felt as it
now does the paternity of Erlrope,
it has never intuitively known as it
now does the value of ancient civil-
izations, the necessity of remaking
oneself according to the teachings
of history, the opportunity of at-
taining the hopes of salvation
through the exarnples of the olcl
world.

THUS, and thus only, can we ex-
' plain the orientation of public

opinion toward Italy and toward
the Italian-Americans collectively.
Whether it is because of the atten-
tion the Fascist revolution has at-
tracted throughout the world, or
rvhether it is because of the great
cielusion experienced by America
over her materialistic moralitt' and
her futuristic theories that deny the
past, the fact is that our race antl

ATLANTIC..\,,\PRII,, 1933

Italian villagers engaged in joyous wine-making:
The old and inherited methods are still in tranquil use.

our resime, in this moment of ad-
verse fortunes, have leaped up to
a high place in the eyes of the ner,v
lvorld.

In the universal lowering of
values, in the vanishing of faith, in
the terrestrial shock that has mul-
tiplied a hunclred' fold the sense o{
the provisional and the clrama of
of the fleeting, the Italians in Am-
erica, among all the ethnic commun-
ities, have represer-rted and represent
the example of an unassailable spi-
ritual continuity, of an almost ab-
solute econoniic stability, of a ma-
terial equilibrium that withstands
the aggressive waves of every tern-
pest.

While entire multitudes-who
lived in the folly of an unconscious
optimism, who maintained them-
selves on credit, who placed biincl
confidence in happy endings-lost,
in the short whirl of the depression,
all their rvorldly goocls, they noticerl
that the economic pruclence of the
Italian people had saved them frorn
the clangerous, accelerating race,
that tl-re economic prudence of the
calamitv, that the unity of the fam-
ily had saved the central nucleus
of society, that the Homeric seren-
ity of the poor, their ltatience ancl
their faitlr in the futurc. rvere in-
clispensable virtues, brought over
from across the ocean together with
the heritage of a Latin civilization
tl.rat can loolt ltack over a period of
centuries,

The Italians, even the boldest,

even the most adventurous, have
labored in America with tl-re typical
sense of their continuity, with the
rrrtrtual iuslinct of cooperation. not
only to grasp the fleeting fr,uits of
the moment, not only to satisfy their
own individual ego, but also fore-
sightedly for tl.re preservation of the
species. uncler the en-rulatory stim-
ulus of a great past. Those who
in Tunisia were known as Sicilian
ants, those who in South Arlerica
were called "golondrine" because
they settled every season on the
shores of the Plata River with the
regularity of pilgrim swallows, are
the sane rvho are bringing to Am-
erican civilization the example of
that tenacity and that patience that
teach us to builcl for the centnries,
and that furnish the spiritual ele-
ments for the betterment of human
nature.

TODAY, after the end of incanta-' tions, and faced rvith the real-
ity of the present moment, the Am-
erican people are becoming aware
of the ir-rcalculable treasuies that
have matured on the distant soil of
Italy, of the universal significance
of its thousand-year-old political ex-
perience, and of the fundamental
qualities and the superior virtues of
a people that have been humiliated
ancl affronted in vain.

An inevitable return to the stern-
est laws of life t'as needed for the
epic of Italian inclustry ir.r America
to reacl-r its apotheosis.
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sive oratory calculated solely to
claz,zle its auclience. Na1', it was an
unflir.rching acceptance of a nation's
burdens ; a ratior.ral aclmission of
our national shortcon"rings. Roose-
velt lner,v u'hat was expectecl of
him ; rvhat seer.ningly insttruuntable
obstacles lay in the path of recov-
er)'. His speech conr.rotecl a full
ur-rderstarrcling of the sittiatior.r and
a clefinite, rve1l-plannecl piogram.

"The onlr' thing we have to
fear," he saicl, "is fear itself-
nameless, nnreasoning, unjrrstified
terror rvhich para11,2g5 neecletl ef-
forts to cotrrirt iCtreat iilt') a(l-
vance.tt

Follou'irru a strirrg:ttt cersolirrg
c-rf the unscnrpulons practices that
hacl precipitated the failure of our
creclit s1'stern, he proceederl to re-
legate to the lraclrgrouncl t1-rclsc is-
sues u-hicl.r u'ere not of a pulely
intcrnal nattlre.

''( ).rr iutcrrrzrtional trad: rcla-
tions." he saicl, "tl.roug'h vastlv itr-
l)ortant, are seconclary to the estab-
lishnrerrt oi a soLtnC uatioual ecou-
cltt-t-r'. "

In :r cont lu-*ion rvl.ricl.r brought
riotous approlration, concerrring clic-
tatorial 1)()\\:r'rs vestecl in lrintscli,
he saicl :

"lt is to b': hoped that the nor-
nral balancc oi e,rccutive ancl legis-
lativc ai,ttl'roritl nrav be rvhr-rllv

adequate to meet the unprecedented
task before us. Rr:t in the event
that the Congress shall fail I shall
ask the Congress {or the one re-
maining instrument to meet the
crisis-broad executive Power to
wage a war against the emerget.rcY
as great as the power that would
be given to me if we were in fact
invaded by a foreign foe."

I S vigorousiy as his speech proru-

' t iserl actiorr. it remained to be

seen whether he would really carry
it out to the letter. Ferv Irresidents
hacl been confror.rtetl with a:; nlany
issues as facecl Ii.oosevelt on his
first clay in ofhce. I:lut Roosevelt
wisely rvent abottt ptttting his orvrr
house in orcler before tacklir.rg ques-
tior.rs of a more irrternational flavor.
So such issues as Tariff. \\rar
Debts, Amraments ancl Political
Securitl' vielded to the more iu-
sistent national ltroblerlls. Thel'
cottlrl arr,l rvottlrl ltavc to rvait.

The lranl<ing and ctirreltc\r con-
clitions rrere sttch as to clemar-rcl iln-
mecliate attention. The Presiclent
re f utetl sttgge stcti rtte thods o f ir.r-

flation, pcrhaps lieeding the u'arrling
tl.rat such ilrilatior-r u'ottld cttt across
partv lines. lle soliclly uphelcl his
platforn.r planl< of "a sotttt<l cttr-
rcncv to lrt preserved at all haz-
arcls." Br.rt banl<s rvere failir-rg in

Looks As If the New Leadership Was
Really Going to Lead.

-FronL 
tlrc Ii&1|aas Citll Stet'

ER \\ Ii LI N Delano Roosevelt

| -i',, 'rl un 1h: itrattgural plat f ornt,
ihe traclitior.ral cottrage arcl con-

r. -crrce of great Arnericans reflected
::- nis steaclr' smile, anci became the
.i );r,l President of the United
)iitt€S. Even as he spolie, the coun-
::\'\\.as in the tl.rroes of its direst
'anking crisis in many years. The
:cnetrating, rarv chill of the l{arch
.:.r' seerned to fron'n worrieclll', and

:.clhaps. clefiantly on the rran \\'ho,
it ri'as believed, faced the most e\-
acting an(l arduous taslt to co:rf rorrt
Airl Chief llxecutive since tl.re
ihaotic cial's of Abraham Lincolt'r's
:ccond ternr. llui Rooscvelt smil':d
n. a hgnre oi trer-nenciotts intere:,t

:rncl iurportauce to the erttire n'orld;
riu exceeclirrglv appealing an1 acl-
rnirable personality.

Tl.re r.r'orcls of his ir.raugnral atl-
rlrcss came lrravel)' ar-rcl assuringll'
t{ ) prince anrl paulrer alilte, olTer'-
irrg arr extctrsir t' lrograll Ior rL

"neu, clearl" to harasserl r\uiericatrs.
)llrtll'. :rs lris speet'lr's signihc:rn'c
l,rrreci into the consciousness oI th':
lratient nrr-rltitrrdcs, a glorv oi cor-
firlcnce crcpt into the l'rearts of all.
lrankcr an<l iron-n'orl'cr. schol:ir
ancl lalroi-cr. r'icl'r nrari ancl poor.
Th,: rlau'n o[ :r nen orrtlooli scenrctl
to lxrrst olcr thc lnrulllecl miilio:rs
cven lreiore his sprech neared it,;
ci'rrclttsirrr'. Ht'r' rtas tru irrrlrt'c.:.
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alarming numbers. The situatiort
reached its lowest ebb on Inaugural
Day. Continued withdrawals of
gold by frantic depositors had
drained the Federal Reserve. One
by one, state governments were
declaring bank moratoria. Acting
without the slightest delay, Pres-
ident Roosevelt declared a national
banking holiday and called a special
session of Congress for March 9th.
In a remarkably short message to
Congress, he asked for immediate
executive control over banks.

He spoke to the nation later, one
Sunday evening, over the radio, the
first talk of its kind ever attempted,
explaining very simply and infor-
mally the government's banking
policy. In very short order, Con-
gress passed the banking bill, ex-
tending to Roosevelt those broacl
dictatorial powers desired. No dic-
tator could have hoped for broader
powers than those granted bY this
bill.

Soon, under strict suPervision,
banks of the soundest nature were
allowed to re-open, and in succeed-
ing days, those granted the privilege
reiumed business operations, al-
though limited somewhat at the be-
ginning lest a recurrence of heavY
withdrawals should cause renewed
embarrassment. The bill also Pro-
vided for "conservators." These
were intended as a half-way Point
for national banks between sol-
vency and receivership. More
money was issued in the form of
new non-gold currency, backed bY
U. S. Government obligations at
par, discour-rted commercial paper at'%% of its estirnated value.
Roosevelt's promise of "adequate
but sound currency" was amPlY ful-
filled. The old spectre of currencY
inflation, as a result, was routed.

THE President. satisfied that the
I banking bill was safelY disPens-
ed with, sent his second message
to the Capitol. He boldly asked
authority to slash veterans' expen-
ditures and Fecleral salaries. Con-
gress, which hitherto had feared to
touch these points, balked ever so
little at Roosevelt's proposed Econ-
omy bill of a half-billion dollar
slash. There was expected oPPosi-

tion, but the solidlY Democratic
Ilouse finally submitted to the Prgs-
ident's demjnds and passed the bill,
not, however, without heated dis-
cussion. Here was Roosevelt's
seconcl triumpl-r, as a consequence
of which he saw "a reasonable pros-
pect" of balancing the budget in a

year.

ATLANTICA, APRIL, 1933

As the banks re-opened, and tl.re

Iiconomy bill went through, Roose-
velt, in another message character-
ized by the crispness and brevitl'
which had now become quite usual,
asked for the legalization of beer.
Although it was not unexpected,
few imagined that he would set the
machinery in order for this rnost
popular of moves so quickly. Nor'v
the capital was in a feverish state.

_,,::' i,,? 
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Roosevelt's seventy-two word beer
bill message seemed to clinch it.
The man's flair for the sensational
seemed remarkable, but it was
merely the next step in a logical,
well-ordered program. Here, after
years of talk and niggardly Con-
gressional indifference, he had
capped only his second full week
in office with:

"I recommencl-in-rmediate rnodi-
fication of the Volstead Act in or-
der to legalize the manufacture and
sale of beer-and to provide by
substantial taxes a proper and
much needed revenue for the Gov-
ernment." The House, which had
already passed one beer bill in its
previous session only to see the bill
l<illed by the Senate, shouted in
unison: "VOte - vote - we want
beer !"

There was some difference of
opinion concerning the alcoholic con-
ter-rt of the new beer r'vith respect
to its constitutionality. The House
fixed it at 3.2 per cent and passed
it. The Senate lowerecl it to 3.05
per cent and included light wines
of the same percentage. The House
denranded 3.2 per cent while the
Senate den-randecl the addition oi
light lvines. Botl-r lvon their points
ancl the beer bill we nt through.

Rooser-elt u.asted no time in signing
the bill. u'hich became effective on
Aplil 6th, a little more tl-ran a
r.nonth a{ter the nerv President's
inauguration.

Now Roosevelt turr-red l-ris atten-
tior-r to the plight of the farmers
and the vast army of unemployed.
For the relief of the f ormer he
suggested the Farm Allotment Bill,
recommer.rding reductions of acre-
age in return for fixed bonuses, so
that rvilling workers could be re-
cruited to the soil. The bill, which
resemlrled a price-fixi11g llleasure,
was, at the time of writing, under-
going a revamping process by the
Senate Committee on Agriculture.
It was not without strenrlous opposi-
tion, naturally, for the farnring
question had been for years a moot
point, and a very touchy one at
that.

TOWARD unemployment relief,
' Roosevelt suggested the creation
of a peace-tirne army of 250,000
men to be engaged in the worth-
while processes of reforestation and
conservation of national resources.
The guiding forces of labor were
prone to consider this an infringe-
ment upon the domains of organ-
ized labor, but the President reas-
sured ther.n that this peace-time
army was akin to a military unit,
serving a compulsory term of one
year at a salary of a dollar a day.
The actual organization of this
army has already progressed con-
siderabiy.

Never was there a du1l day in the
first three weeks of Roosevelt's ad-
ministration. Day by day messages,
short, crisp and intelligible, po.ured
from the White House. .Congress,
nlore or less anxious to flease be-
cause of aroused popular sentiment
and of the patronage the President
was still withholding, had pushed
through lnore legislation in one
sir.rgle week than in the entire pre-
ceding session.

The usual torpor and silence
which characterized other changes
of adr-ninistration suffered in
marked contrast to the deluge of
proclamations, conferences at all
hours and unprecedented grants of
power affecting the new executive
branch of the" goverdment. The
Senate galleries, as well as official
and staid Washington, were ex-
claiming, "We have a President!"
The capital was agog with activity.
Roosevelt, in the unbelievably short
period of one week, had succeeded
in obtaining a concentration oi

(Contiuucd on Pagle 18)



Lcopurdi: Prrilosopher oI Sortow

I

\ Italian journalist recenth'
'.':=ited Recanati, a small town
,:: the banks of the Adriatic,

--.-,::- (liacomo Leopardi was born.
---,= ::. s of his little journey to the- :.:= ':'f this great man in a most
.:::::s:ing' article in which he des-
:::<s his f eelings as he went

::,:-',:.<h the rooms of the ancient
-:.:-e r.,'hich, at its very entrance,
:.-.. :,ears the legend "Gentis Leo.
:.::ae." Can you irnagine the
:-:i-1 ,:rf the visitor as the custodian
: - -,^ him from one room to another
::. :re sombre palace where the im-
:r:,ital poet consumed the best
'..:arS of his life in meditation and
:- f frl\\'?

"This is his inkwell," the guide
::lorms him in a droning voice;';ust as it was rnore than a hun-
r;ecl vears ago. This is the cloth-,rhich covered his desk: you can
.:ill see the stains on it. These are
:is books, his manuscripts, his bed.
Er-ert-thing is practically the same
as it u'as r,vhen he lived here, in
this 'savage burgh,' as he was wont
io call his birthplace,"

The visitor meets a neighbor, one
oi the oldest inhabitants of Reca-
nati.

"Did you know the Leopardis?"
"No, sir, I didn't, but my mother

did and she used to tell us abo.ut
the poet. My mother would meet
him frequently in the fields where
she used to go to cut grass. She
rtould feel sorry for the lonely anrl
silent rnan standing there, upon that
hill, all by hirnself, gazing, always
gazing into the far-off horizon. Mv
mother would say to him: 'You
think too much, Signor Count. You
ruin vour health.' He would reply,
a sad and wan smile playing on his
lips: 'Yes, X{aria Domenica, you
are right. One should not think too
much. God bless you, you are
happy, you cut grass and sing."'

Thought and solitude: these were
his best friends and, curiously
enough, his worst enemies.

Giacomo Leopardi, this "Job and
Lucretius of thought in one," was
not a philosopher in the strict sense
of the word. He evolved no sys-
tem of philosophy. He enunciated

81 Rosario Ingargiola

no nerv credo. He founded no new
school of thought. He rvas chi:fl1'a
poet, a philosophic poet, one of the
deepest and sweetest that ever lived.
Yet his entire life, brief though it
was, reprsented a living chapter of
philosophy, the worcl "philosophy"
being taken in the noble Greek use
of the term-love of wisdonr, devo-
tion to the pursuit of truth, know-
ledge of eternal reality and power
of enduring all misfortunes in th:
manner of the Stoics.

II
I EOPARDI was born on JuneL 28th, 1789. The bare physicai
facts about his life are brief and
do not require extensive recital. He
died in Naples on June 14th, 1837.
The last 20 years of his life were
the most dreadf,ul imaginable. Dur-
ing all these vears he seems to have
been ravaged by every conceivable
clisease that flesh is heir to: his
bones, his stomach, his lungs, his
heart, his blood, his eyes-every or-
gan of his frail and hurrchbacked
frame was, at one trme or another,
absolutely eaten up this or that ail-
rnent, mercilessly.

The only organ of his pain-
racked body unaffected by the
scourge of illness was his mind,
that wonderful and divine mind of
his, which remained clear and ef-
ficient to the last. He finally died
of dropsy, r'r'ith consumption pro-
bably as a contributiug cause, at
39 years of age: death, so frequent-
ly and passionately invoked, came
to him at last as a real deliverance.

His father, Count Monaldo Leo-
pardi, was himself a rvriter and a
man of learning, but one whom to-
day we would call a reactionary.
He was not a"t all in sympathy with
the liberal and daring ideas of his
son and it wo,uld appear that he
was even jealous of Giacomo's
growing fame. When Antonio Ra-
nieri, Leopardi's unselfish f riend
who took care of the poet from
1830 until his death, first visited
Cour-rt NIonaldo at Recanati and
told him how happy he was to meet
the father of such a man, he ob-
served that the stern-looking Count
became visibly perturbed. In re-
porting this incident in his book

Sezten 1'ears of ComPanionshiP
With, Giacomo Leopardi, Ranieri
makes the following comment: "I
noticed that he didn't like the suclt
a rnan,, for he considered Giacomo
his literary rival."

In his childhood Leopardi had
two private tutors. They taught
him literature and philosophy until
the age of fourteen. Af ter his
fourteenth year his teachers were
the thousands of books in the mag-
nificent library in his father's
l-rousehold. IIere, all by himself, he
mastered Latin, Greek, Hebrew,
French and Spanish. Early in his
youth, overstudy hopelessly impair-
ed his health and brought about
curvatllre of the spine, a condition
which caused the rustic inhabitants
of his native town to nickname
him "the Hunchback of Recanati."

In the evolution of Leopardi's
thought his native town stands out
as one of the determining factors.
I-Iis hatred of Recanati, so evident
throughout his letters, is very much
suggestive of the future trend of
his philosophy.

Leopardi's consuming desire,
nursed in appalling loneliness, was
to get out of Recanati, see the
world and live among men. His
native town, narrow and. provincial,
oppressed him. It stifled his growth.
I{e had no friends there, not even
his family was sympathetic to him,
for no one in Recanati was big
enough to understand and value his
genius. He had wings and burned
to soar.

"What is there in Recanati," he
writes bitterly, "that one can ad-
mire ? Nothing. God has n-rade the
rvorld so beautiful, men have done
so many beautiful things in it, there
are so rnany people in it, that I
yearn to see it. The earth is filled
with wonders; and must f, at the
age of 18, live and die in this rat
hole where I was born ? The only
diversion here f or me is study-
a diversion which is killing me: the
rest is tedium." In a moment of
infinite desperation the thought of
suicide came to him as a possible
liberation and the idea gave him
"a kingly peace of mind."

His father finally permitted him
to leave Recanati when he was 24.
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F1e u.cnt to Ron're, rvl'rcre, i61' stlu-
scicr.rtious scruplcs, he re f r-rsed to
enter the Church clespite the t.t'tost

earlrcst exhortations of ltorverittl
prelates.

;\fter brit a brief intcrcourse
n-itl'r nren anrl a fleeting glimpse oi
thc rvorld he fottncl hintsclf trttcrll'
clisappointerl. \Vhat a disillusion-
n-rent ! "IIunran liappiness," lte ttotv
rvrites to his sister, "is a tlreatrl;
thc u'orlcl is Irot bcautifrrl, it is not
e\ren supl)ortable, ttnlcss secll as

votl sec it-frorn far ; pleasttre- is a

narne, uot a thing." I Ie retulnecl to
Itecarrati, a s:ic1<ler antl :t u'iser tnatt,
ancl f or tu'o more I'c'ars it agaitr
became liis clarli ciLtngcotr.

NIearrrvhilc, his healtlr S..re\v
\\'orse. lrle left Itecanati again irr

1825 ; and norv begatr his long t'iu
crucis'. enclless peregritratious from
orre cit1 1o arrotlrer. irr a llritt tlrtest
f or a more agreeable clinratc, in
the l.ropeless tasli of regainiug his
f ast-rvar-ring liealtl'r : a drearl' and
haplcss quest, rvhich lcft in its u'ake
an inclescribable trail of misery antl
anguisl'r, an epic Odyssey of sor-
rorv, encling only rvith death.

III
l .LOP,\RDI's plrilosol,hy oi turi-
b

versal sort'o\\' was ttrtrlottlrterlh'
the result of his or'r,n personal sor-
row, although he ir.rdignar.rtly re-
sentecl the impr-rtation. Ii he had
been given by nature, tl.re Arch
Ener.nl', a norural, healthy bodl',
regularly perf ormir.rg its ph1'sio-
logical functions, o11e may re:rson-
ably assume tliat his ir.rtellcctual cle-

velopment might have been raclical-
ly clifferent. This, hou'ever. cle-

tracts verr, little from the cleptli
ar.rc1 tnrth oi l"ris olrservatiotrs, for
nten like lleine, Sciropcnrrauer atrd
l]r,ron, pcrfectll, norural arrrl healthv
ir.rclivicluals, have been no lcss ar-
ticulate in the ir pessinrisrrr tharr
Leoparrli.

Tlre onl_v clifterence betrvc'cn Leo-
parrli an<1 r'nost pcssir.nists is this:
n'hile the othcrs havc lvritten :ttrtl
cliscor.rr-secl alrorrt pessiurisr-n, T-co-
parrli lizcd it.

The pe ssimisrn of I-eoparcli, at its
ittccltliorr. rt':rs lltc ('ull:('([llc]l('(' ol
zt licen and pain l'u1 realization ou
l.ris part that hc corrlcl ncr,er pla-t'
in life the great antl heroic role
u'hich his 1'orrthful farrcl' hacl
fasl'riorrccl ior hinr. I ie had bcerr
fecl rip on the lorrantic icle:rls so
prer,alrnt in his rial'. His cherislrccl
anrbitiorr \\'as to do sonrething big.
lrr a tr,rlrlr lrt r,r c,l' lL i:rrtr,,tts tt ritcr.

The elcg-r' on the ,Il, l,rottclttrtctrt
of Dcatlt, u'ritten at 18, is fairl,r'
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indicatir,c of this spitit. He intuits
the corring of cleath, but is rather
unrvilling to clic l'ithout ljrst lcar'-
ing his footprints ou the sancls of
tinre. "tr'ILrst I ciie? Dic ancl leavc
ir.r the u'orlcl 1ro greater vestige of
nllrsglf than n'oulcl a ripple in the

c i ac o mo 
_1:,:,:,"111 u".,u,,, "",.

rvater or a bash in the air ? Italy
ancl the n'orld shall borv to my glory,
for mr, heart tells me tl.rat I am
bonr to sc:rle the he.girts. No, I rvas
rrot'bom to die : I am eter1la1." Pro-
phetic soul, incleecl, that of this
chilcl bard u'l.ro had seen the u'orkl
onlr' frorn the gloomy torver of his
prison ir.r a secluclecl little torvn bv
the sea. \\Ihat a pathetic Prelude
to the tragecll' oI a glorious life !

In his poem Io 1lo1y, composecl at
trventt', he u'oultl iuttttolate himself
irr the cattse of Ital1.'s political re-

.qeneratiotr, a ne\\- IJoratius at the
1|ridge: "To tne, to ttrc.the weaPons,
I alone shall figlit, I alone shall c1ie."
'fhe same heroic visiort, \\'o\:clt otlt
of the rvarl> ancl rvoof of his clream-
life, accorclilrg to the ltreclotnillant
litcrar,r- f ort.r'rttla.

IJ'.rt it u'ls not lot.tg before he dis-
covcrerl that the u-or1c1 rr'hich hc
u'ottlrl corrfi<lentl-r' sct ()ut to collqtler
u'as nothit.tg ltttt a rvorlcl of illu-
sions. The u'orcl ilIttsirttt aPPears
ilr tlrc hr'.t lirtte irr ltis rvlitirlgs irl
1818. I'-ror.u then orr it tectlls time
arrcl again. Lrntil it cattte to fortn the
lrasis r-,f all his philosophr'. I11u

sions. happiness, glor-t'. lrtlc. justice 
,

virtue: cr-erlthins in this rt'orlcl is
an illusion, a fi.quretrt, a phantastlr.

Thc imr-nediate l)roccss rvl'rereltt'
lrt':Lrrivc,l at llris c,,ttvictiutt uas
calrsecl lr_v the lxLriilLl loss o f hi:i
sight. It u'as this ph-r'sic:r1 irupecli-
lleltt n'hich con,str:tiuecl him to
sl'rrink rvithin hir.nself and thinli in

solitucle. "I begart to lose all hope,"
he explairrs, "aurl to r.neclitate cleell-
1r. uPon all thiugs." IJe rrou- real-
izes that the passing oi chiklhoocl,
l ith its clreatns, its illusions alrcl

its errors, mealts the end of life
for one endon,ed l'ith a sensitive
n:rture.

Take love, for example. A t.uzrrr

ir.r love is but thc victinr of al'r i1-

llrsion. lrr thc exaltatior.r oi his
emotious he bclievcs to have lle-

come part ancl llarcel o{ arrother hc-

ing; in inrliviclual, that is. u'l.ro is
a iotal strattger to 1.rim. In reality,
ho\l,et,er, the object of his lol'e is
not an extratteous being nlanifest-
ing itscli to hirr . in tlre shape of
a \vomalr, but sirlrply a creaturc ot
l.ris nrintl, a phatrtttttt of his irlagiua-
tion rvl.rich he hinrself has created
in his ou'n cousciottsness' ancl u'hich
he ma1' tl'rere{ore clestrov arrcl ob-

literate at wi11.

Curiously enongh, he held that
tl-re "illttsions" were a ttecessarf in-
greclielrt of lif e. I Te alu'ays ad-

mittecl the eflrcacv of tl'reir uses.

Incleed, "they comprise life itself."
\\iithout tl.rem there rvoulcl lle no-
thing rvortl'r rvhile ever achievecl or
eveti irlannecl in the r,vorld' \To
orre who is not insltired by a "slveet
illLrsion" or a "po\l'erfttl error" cau
ever hcpe to accomplish great deecls

or rise to lofty heights. He valttes
tl-re "illnsiot-ts" to such an extent
that r,hen he prophesies to l.ris sister
that her chilclren r'vill be eithcr un-
fortun:rtes or cor,varcls, he cottlls:ls
l-rer: "Let thent rather lle rtnfor-
tur.rates"-a1t1'rough at tl-ris titne he

hacl coile to attach verl' little sig-
nificatrce to the illLrsorl' character of
t'ither -..re:rtrtess or heroisttt.

I\,'

A NoTll ER nrarriicstation oi lris
" 1,lrilosnl,llv oI l,essittlisrtt is

cor.rtainccl it'r his cotrception oi the
frrtility o{ all effort ancl of 1i ic it-
self . "Certair.rlr'," he cleclares. "the
rrltir.uate sco,1rc of cxistetlce is trot
happiness, {or trrt crcattlre or tlling
i. lut1,1,t'." ( )rr tht crrtllriltr'. 'ttlost
of our life is a cotrstattt u'itlle ring" ;

elervthing tcntls to clccav ancl an-
rrihilation : the cosrttos atltl cvelr
N:rtrrrc rvill soute t1a-r' lle cxtin-
grrishcrl.

TrLrc. zr11 anit.r.rate beings strive
for happiness ; thel' clar-e all perils
to ul rtairr it; their Lest crtergit': xre
u-asterl irr tl.re pursttit of this tvi1l-o'-
the-rvisp, r-rn1il rleath overtaltes them
in the lery act of their- utacl chase
and ends it all. Nothine is trtter



. -:-..::r'of all eartl-rly good;
- : :1,'re certain than the

- :..- created things, except
-. : ::, ,\\'. u'hich is real ancl.:

.: : i . i,r fearecl 1t1ore than
, - - : i'.eath is the absence of

. ,:::::. ',r'hereas to live implies
' : :.:r',:e of clesires and of their

-: .:: 'iness ceases with the
--r- ,:- ,: the desire to be happy;
-' : ',,..:tir t1.re cessation of life

- -,:: r the greater is life's in-''-.:_ . :::e greater is mau's in-
: - . :r-en the average life, r,vith
: -::i.iii jovs and commonplace
:-:.-r:S. is far from being really
, : . . --,-,r. in the last analysis, the

- -: r: ,-,r privation of absolute

__.. 
,,=,, inrports positive unhappi-

::::,:::,s the n-rost eloqnent ex-
- . :-. c,i his philosophy is to be

' -- . l:-- one of his best lyrics, the
.' :itt II'ondering SltePhercl,

' .:-':: the poet describes a col-
. '.'.::h the \Ioon. The X{oon

-::: :: rrghtfall, circles the heaven-
.:.:::.. travels the sel{same or-

. .: - tiren disappears, to begin
- : >:-.r-'rtlJ'. \,[an's life is not un-
.- :.-.: Jloon's. \Vither the Moon's

:- , ::: ri'andering? Wither Man's
.::'.'.'andering? Motion withottt

- .,. :.c:ivitv rvithout rest : in the
-::i'::rs. it is exemplified by the
.-::-,::s rotation of the Moon; on
:.-.: -3:iir, b1' the purposeless stray-

: -i the Shepherd.

- :-e Jloon runs its fixed course:
.: ::.:: ,lo no different. Its motion is

: :.ction. positive, inclepenclent ac-
: :- e\pressed by intelligent will.
--:..:.'..'ise. tr{an's fretful roaming is
: : action: his movements are con-
- c,1 and limited by a strperior
:ie-nar-, a brutal and blind

: ,:,:c-representecl by Nature, the
---.-'e Enemy, and his will is as in-
,::enclent and free as the Moon's.- :.ic the Moon, Man is the play-
::.:rg of Fate.

Tc, use a popular locution, Leo-
- :.:,.1i q61114 see no rhyme or rea-
: :-- in all creation. What is ail
:,::s u'i1d scherning, this feverish
.. :,ir.rg. this mad doing, this "sound
-.:.1 furl' signifying nothing," rvhen
:: :rere "afflation of malignant ele-
:r-rntS or a slight subterranean tre-
:.-., r can reduce all this to smithe-
::rlrs and rvipe out even the me-
.-r,,,rl of its f ormer existence ?"
Crrtainlr', if the universe has a
:c,-,pr Leopardi lvas unable to dis-
iern it.

But rvhat he did see was the ttt-
::r indilTerelrce of Natttre rvith res-

LEOPARDi: PHILOSOPHER OF SORROW

pect to N'Ian's position in the uni-
verse. I'Ian's happir.ress, or nnhap-
piness, his suffering or freedom
therefrom, are matters which acl-
mitteclly do not concern Nature in
the least. If it should prove ex-
pedient {or her to ar.rnil.rilate man-
kirrd at orre trtag^ic stroltc. Nal ttre
informs the inquiring philosopher
that she r,voulcl not hesitate o11e

minute to cletermine whether it
urere good or bad. Similarly, if
hurr.rankir-rcl sl-roulcl suddenll' vanish
from the face of the earth, the
stars ancl the planets ancl the rivers
u'ould nevertheless cotrtitnte un-
disturbed in their cotlrse ancl cer-
tainl1' l'oulcl not rtlsh to put on a
mourning garb in conseqtlence.

V
pERHAPS the nrost revealing part
' of a great nran s biog-raphy is that
portion r'vhich relates to his love
life. Very of ten his sexual life
greatly affects tl.re formative phases
of his r'vhole character; very often
it explains the sources and motives
of his acts. The works of Carlyle,
DeMaupassar-rt and many other fa-
motls men of history disclose cha-
racteristic traits rvhich may be dir-
ectly traced to certain abnorn.ralities
in their intimate lives.

The modern study of psychology
and psycho-analysis has sholvn that
the solution of n-rany problems of
concluct and behavior, hitherto un-
explainable, may be greatly aided b,v
probing deeply into our subcon-
scious nature and particularly into
our sex-life. In the case of Leo-
pardi this fact n.rust of necessity be
borne in mind, if one would fully
grasp the meaning of his life ancl
rvork.

Until he r,vas 34 years of age Leo-
parcli never knew what real love
meant. True, up to that tin-re he
had sung of Sylvia and of Nerina

-ancl 
possibly of another woman-

but these lvere drearn-girls, synl-
bolic images of his phantasy, alle-
gorical idealizations of love, not
real flesh-and-blood creatures who
hacl given hir-n the thrill of sellstlous
passion or clesire.

The love crisis in his life can-re
in 1832, or thereabouts, lvhen in
Florence he met Mrs. Targioni-
Tctzzetti, a most chartrting and cul-
tured lvoman, 'lvife of a University
Professor. He r'vas violently swept
off his feet, almost at first sight.
It rvas no platonic or romantic af-
fair : it rvas, {or the first time in
his life, a veritable ravishmer-rt o{
the senses, an indomitable sex-urge
rvhicl.r shool< l.ris innermost being to

its very roots and whii:h up to
last da1's, he was cornpletely
able to control.

The result was of course far
from satisfactory for the poet. The
beautiful enchantress might have
vouclrsaied the pallirl anci carervorn
lover one of her most beivitching
srniles or shor'vn a vapicl interest in
hirn, although it is recorded that
she c1icl r'rot thir-rli mrrch of his iearn-
ing or accomplishments, but as for
loving him, that was absolntell' pre-
posterorls.

We do not know how far his
philosophy lvas influenced by the
fact that he diecl a virgin, but this
lvould doubtless prove an interest-
ing study for the psycho-analyst.
That he died a virgin seems to be
beyond dispute.

Antonio Ranieri, the faithful and
heroic friend who daily ministered
to the unfortunate man in his living
death for seven yong years, lends
the authority of his intimate know-
leclge of the poet to the accuracy of
this statement. In his book, already
referred to, he writes: "This man,
in every respect worthy of better
times, took to his grave the flower
of his virginity. He loved, albeit
without hope, as no man has ever
loved on this earth."

Another illuminating incident is
told by Ranieri. To quote htm ver-
batitn: "Despite the fact that the
sinister signs of illness were rvritten
all over his face ancl body, forebod-
ing an immature death, I-eoparcli
indulged in vain soliloquies of love,
which, much to my regret, far ex-
ceeded the dignity of so great a
man. On many occasions, about
which it is best not to speak, I
r'vas often an unwilling and grieved
',ul'itness."

Ranieri always refused to define
the implications which naturally
flow from this passage. Forty
years later, being hard pressed b.v
the critics, he answered them in
this fashion: "They want to know
what I meant by a soliloquy and
why I didn't use the word col[oquy.
But I <1o not have to tell them and,
in fact, I anr ir.r dutl' bound not
to tell them." Which of course
leaves the entire matter in its or-
iginal equivocal position, although
one may draw inevitable conclu-
sions.

RYRON, no less a pessimist than
- Leollar,li, liverl a rrruch tli ffcrent
lif e. So clicl the greatest of the
trio, Arthur Schopenhauer. They
minimized the blessings of exis-
tence, but they rvere not averse to

t7

his
un-
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en joy its fugitir.e and fallacious
pleasures. N,ot so rvitl, Leopardi.

I-iie is unbearable. men ate
wickecl, happiness is like that cer-
tain inn-keeper rvho hung on his
wall the legend Tornorrow zue trust,
cleath is a boon; these elements of
his pessimistic philosophy were not
rnere intellectual mar-rifestations of
his genius. He actually felt and
lived his philosophy of sorrow. It
is this substratttm of personal ex-
perience wl-rich forms the fo,unda-
tion of iris system ol universal sor-
row.

What makes Leopardi's Philo-
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sophy of suffering so tragic, so
human, so heart-rencling is precise-
11' this quality of sir.rcerity r'r'hic1.r

inspires his every word and r'vhich
gives him the right to be placed
{oremost alnong' the greatest u'orld-
sufferers of all lirnes.

When he died, Naples rvas in the
midst of a devastating epider-nic of
cholera. His last moments are thus
described by Ranieri: "Coming ottt
of a deep stLrpor, he said to me:
'I feel my asthma getting worse.
Will 1'ou call the doctor?' I rushed
out and retttrned at once. The
doctor rvhispered to me to send for

a priest : tl.rere lvas 11o tirne to lose.
As I clre'"v close to his bed, Leo-
pardi sighed: 'I can't see you any
rrore,' and breathed his last. At
this mornent the priest arrived,
but only to bless a corpse."

Due to the epidemic, his body
u'as to be thrown into a com,rnon
grave, together r'vith countless
others. But through Ranieri's un-
tiring efforts the body was, during
t1-re night, surreptitiously taken to
the little church of San Vitale, in
the outskirts of the city, and there
buried.

D

powers in himself that rve never
knew in war time. There had been
more governnrent in less time than
ever before. Critics were wont to
compare the Rooseveltian commancl
of power with that of the famous
war-time President, Roosevelt's
Democratic predecessor, Woodrow
Wilson. What did they find I This :

that in a lrore challenging epoch
than Woodrow Wilson's, Roosevelt
presicles over a greater crisis and
has more power.

Of course, Roosevelt \4'as af--
forded the advantage of a soliclly
Democratic Congress. It would be
interesting to reflect on what would
have been accomplished had a hope-
lessly split Congress been in the
place of the strong support he en-
joyed. But, in view of what he
has achieved, and bearing in mind
his definite intention of assuming
dictatorial powers regardless of the
balance exerted by Congress, one is
led to venture the opinion that
here is a case of the workman and
not the tools. Yet, as stror-rgly par-
tisan as the new Congress appeared,
it was beyond reason to hope that
they could have functioned so har-

The Drudge
She'd often done tl.rose taslrs
And bent her bacli for more-
But that day April flung
A jonquil through her door.

-Joilc 
dclla sola

"We Hove o President !"
(,Continued fronr foge 14)

nroniously right frorl the opening
gr1n. \\Ihat transpired to render
a notoriously militant bocly of men
so meek and submissive ? The
channels of politics are deep-run-
ning and secretive, but this was en-
tirely in the open. One of the prime
reasons f or tl-reir rvillingness r,vas

the flood of messages to Congress
that took the form of this single
orcler: "Support the President;
give hirn anything he r,vants."

There were some doubts concern-
ing Roosevelt's selection of his
Cabinet tnembers and olficial fam-
ily on the basis of their loyalty to
him during his campaign. In the
light of consequent events, the
President's advisers coulcl not have
been more wisely chosen. They
constituted the embodiment of his
principles; they fitted into the pat-
tern he was making; they helPecl
to define what he was after.

lVe have had ample opportunity
to judge Franklin D. Roosevelt.
What can we say ? Has he suc-
ceeded? So far, he has exceeded
beyond our fondest hopes the prom-
ises of action he gave Lls on March
4th. In one short month he has

practically rener,ved the faith of the
entire nation. Americans no longer
are asking "Will he do it ?" They
are betting that he will. The con-
fidence he has instilled by an honest,
progressive determination to hold
the cards in his own "new deal" is
a fitting monument to the resource-
fulness of America's millions.

There seems to be no reasonable
indication at present that in the
future he will not contiuue to e-x-
ercise the same ready impatience to
accomplish things that has become
a salient feature of the man. The
morale rvhich he has jacked up to
miraculous heights will probably
last for cluite some tirne. He has
had the luck to start at the very
depths whereas Hoover differed in
starting at the top. The answer is
pr-rrely mathematical. lVhen some-
thing has reached its lowest possible
point, any change thereafter must
of necessity be for the better.
Roosevelt has made a great jumP
fror-n the black depths of stagnant
politics and there is every re4son
to believe that his political future is
destinecl to be a great one.



Thc Lovc of Dcmctrio Bcnoni

.:',:ii: iiri bttcly ,;lgg1,s 11rt
.,oul hetps ztigil."

-Socn.rrns
-r :,:::e ago I met a strange
- r =- ::ralt. one rvorthy of
- .-. rs Shellev has clone, a

.:.::llectrlal beauty. He rvas
: :t:io Ber.roni. It is no ex-
: I iirinli. to assert that no

: -- ='. =i be able to render as
' -,- - -.' :.:-.d continuously as he
, - :.- .::e of the spirit at the

r - :: - tlie material one. De-
: =:: ,ni liled in a ',vorld of

, - -: :.s. He u'ould write verses
... ::: iaith and fury as to- ,.- :.: ::rink er.ery rhyme might- . -- .'... -::e. The existence which

. '.'t. enclosecl r'vithin n'ell
: :.:: i controllable formulae,

' , , : ' .-.'-re at ail for-him. It u'as
-..--: ior him-these were his

- - : is-to act in accorclanc':
:,--::irass of his fellow-crea-'..-:: :. at least, to remain motion-

::: -r- i--.e center Of the movement
-- - :::-i€. ,\ force, about which

not even say whether it
nai or an external one,-: :--, ::lierllal Or an external One,

- : r.:r hirn otttside of the merry-
: : .::-. - ,-.,f the elementary sensa-

-. :.:-'l he seemed to fall into the
i the infinite, similar in his
r, a system of concentric

. :: -.r.hicl.r. f rom the center of
r --i :lr,I]e storrny merry-go-round

. .'..:::ch he could not realize anv
- , .- i existence, expanded toward- . -isiant shores, washed by the

::.:, -'-::1 u'aters of time. At first
.: .'. r:\'cS. reacting to the disordered

.: :-:'-:s of their generating center,
r:: :rrid aud discordant, but later,
:::,'-:allr' rvidening, they become
:..:-- and their movement almost
.:--.:c:ceptible, lulling embryos of' :-'.s to come and the golden sar-
- :::agi of dead worlds, it makes
::: a harmony similar to that in-
:':::e,1 b1' Pythagoras.

I don't know how much truth
:---:re \\'as in these follies, but cer-
::::r it u'as that listening to Deme-
:-:.r Benoni and watching his eyes
'.'.'::i1e he recounted them to, me con-
'.:::ced me more and more that the
..:.lrir of living in an extra-human
:=:.im is not to be counted as among
::e best of habits, a truth, this, of

A SHORT STORY

By (esare Qiardini
Decoration by Iorre della Salo

l'hich rny friend was to offer me,
later, a tragic example. The eyes
of Demetrio Benoni in his face that
lvas like that of an, adolescent devil
condemned to live, were full of in-
expressible things which he perhaps
thought he had seen in his ventures

Cesare Giardini, born in Bo-
logna forty years ago, is, on his
own authority, an exceptional
writer. He first became known
to his readers as a translator of
Catalan and Armenian, and only
lately has he published original
works. Memorable among his
volumes are "La realti dei Bu-
rattini" and "Uriele o I'angelo
malato," in which, taking his
inspiration from Poe, he has
written tales that transport the
reader to the world of mysteries
and the subconscious. His two
latest volumes: "Varenne; la
fuga di Luigi XVI" and "I pro-
cessi di Luigi XVI," both pub-
lished last year, are detailed and
faithful historical reconstruc-
tions.

outside of the confines of reality;
sirrl<ing into them llly owtl scrutin-
izing eyes seemed to draw me, des-
pite the limitations of time and
space, into the rerlotest Past.

Our friendship soon became very
close. We had long walks together.
Sometimes Demetrio Benoni rvould
be silent, absorbed for a long time,
and I would respect his silence, or
he would speak softly, outlining
thoughts that certainly were not
crystallized in his n-rind but which
came to hinr alive and perfect from
a sphere superior to ours. He made
me thir-rk, from time to time, of
Keats, for whom beauty was all,
and of Poe, a divine stethoscoPe
piaced on the heart of the unknown
absolute in order to count its Pal-
pitations.

One day Demetrio Benoni haP'
pened to come to my house, where
he sat down before me and fixed
his eyes on me rvithout speaking.
After a long silence he asked me
abruptly:

"The soul must be tenuous, don't
you think ? What do you think
about it ?"

FRANKLY I did not knorv rvhat
to reply: r)rany errrpirical,

scholastic, scientific and esoteric de-
finitions came to my nind, but be-
fore I could expound some in a
lvell-ordered discourse, Demetrio
Benoni continued:

"Don't you think that a soul can...
se glisser in a dream ?"

Then, lvhile I wondered why he,
n-laster of every shade of our Italian
language, should rlake use of a
French verb, he continued:

"I'm asking 1'ou because for a
number o{ nights a soul has been
insinuating itself into my dreams."

I looked at him stupefied, uncom-
prehending. He persisted:

"It took place for the first time
a few lveeks ago. I can swear to
you that no exterior excitation dur-
ing the day had anything to do with
nly drean-r. I believe I read a little
of Verlaine before falling asleep.
I became drolvsy tranquilly, lullecl
by the broad rhythms of the Alex-
andrine poetry of Sagesse. Sud'
denly, during my brief dream, a
curtain of dark heavy velvet openecl
on a garclen of ur-rlvorldly beautl'.
Think of a spiritual countryside
and perhaps you can have an idea
of the country that presented itself
to my eyes, aud into the center of
wl-rich I was transported without
any ado. The verdure around and
over me rustled so sweetly as to
remind me clearly of the "divina
f oresta spessa e viva" in which
Dante met Matilda. Alone, I walked
along the bypaths, stopping everY
now and then to contemplate, with
exclamations of wonder and pleas-
ure, the new aspects which the land-
scape offered me, but without suc-
ceeding in understanding in just
what there was contained the fas-
cination that surrounded fl€,
whether in the amber light that was
diffused everywhere, or in the
variety of the innumerable florvers.

"The dawn drew me from this
enchantment, but the light of day
did not prevent me from wandering,
spiritually, in the nocturnal garden.
Well, the following night, in my
sleep the garden returned and once
again I wandered through it with
all my senses, slorvly divining its
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soul, rvhich I recognized to be of
the purest lyrical essence. Nolv
rvhile disturbecl and happy, I was
treading the'soft green grass, I felt
that sornething new was about to
happen. The light increased in in-
tensity about me, ancl in the nerv
brilliance everything was blought
nrore sharply into focus; tl-re leaves
rustled rvith renerved sweetness,
blending 1he rlifferent voices into
one song; a kincl of panickY in-
toxication setned to possess every-
thing. Ancl suddenlY a n'ouan lvas
before me and I felt that I rvas
touchirig "tutti li ternrirti cle 1a bea-
titncline." She rvas uot alone : tr,vo
girls, who would have seemecl ver-v
beautiful rvithout her presence, were
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follorving her, and she was pro-
ceeding with a soft and lithe grace
that u'as new ancl eternal at the
same time. I did not, however,
have the opportunity of satisfying
r.nysel f rvith her vision as I
u,oulcl have likecl. rvheu importltnate
clarvn once again inserted its fingers
to unravel the golden texture of my
dreanr. And here is where, f or
me, a superior and uncontrollable
power began to manifest itself :

every night after that up to the last
one, my clream has been repeated.
Yet mark )'otl, not reprodr.rcing it-
self exactl1, alike, but rather ttn-
f olcling itsel{ iike a motif in a
svr.nphony, by adding elements to
elements. so as to reserlble lif e

surprisingly. My dream is not
result of banal daily sensations
an atttonomous and perhaps
perior existence."

"And the lady ?" I asked inter-
ested despite myself.

"She has becorne my dear be-
lovecl. Every night she cotnes to
meet me ar.rd I seek her in that part
oi tl-re garden r'vhich she prefers.
It is near a little temple of strange
architecture, over r'vhich a climbing
rose-bush has laid a red-aucl-green
covering, that she habituallv stays
l'ith her compauiot.rs. I knor'r, very
rvell the way to the little temple.
For that matter, the whole garden
is r.ro'lv as well-known to me as
though I had always lived there.
\\rhen I reach her she leaps up to
meet rne ar-rcl kisses me on the
mouth. Son.retimes I approach her
ivithorrt her being au''are of it. and
I remain a long time admiring her
in silence "carco cl'oblio," like Pe-
trarch. She is so beautiful that a
halo of more intense light seems
to enshrond her and follorv her
through the amber atmosphere of
the garden. All objects, the small-
est and the largest, know her and
feel her approach. About her I
notice always that kincl of panicky
intoxication that caused me to won-
der at her first appearance."

N9W Demetrio Beno4i was speak-
' ' ing with a trace of anxiety in
his voice, as though none of the
rvords he used was the one he
sought.

"What is her name ?" I asked
him.

He lool<ed at me in amazement.
Then:

"I don't know. I love her, that
only I know. Her name is sweet
and flexible and its syllables give
joy and gladness to the lips, such
as no human word could. But I
f orget it whenever dawn comes.
And that isn't all: when we are
wandering about the garden she
sometimes stops before a flower and
tells me its secret: she explains to
me how the harmony of a rose is
regulated by its quality and its
rhvthm. She knows the secret of
all things, and she speaks to me of
them when, tired, we stretch out
on the grass in the shade of a
heclge. But the liglit of dav ban-
ishes all my remembrances . . She
knows how the flower or the weak-
ness of beings finds its place in the
universal rhythm: she reads, syl-
lable by syllable, verse by verse, the
poem of creation, for me . . . But
I don't remember... I can't re-
member. . ."

the
but
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"She has become my dear beloved'..."



: :.,::,:. all(1 I tOO u-as
- ..: i-nr. Then I said:

r., -r tllotlght that the
= , : ::.iqht be due to a

:: - 'r.'As ioking, but De-
-' :.: -,-'.:,ked straight at me

- :-.ad been speaking

: -i -. :. :: S. 
" I continued, "the

. - r:n,]ns has been ascr.r-
.::. -\:qustine, St. Thomas,
:-.'::--:Llre. Dionysius the
::- l,-,pe Innocent VIII
::> a-i attest to it. Many
= -een led to their deaths

: ,:::,-rr-tS. Ancl, now that': -.'l'l u'e11, it seen-rs to me
: .:e looking less healthy
.=:- I last saw you."
:,'.:1d r.rot continue because

3enor.ri interrupted me
,.:ri stlddenness. "Don't
::rat. If you but knew

- - in,,r$' her, you woulcln't
:-: \\'a). She is divine ;

- r:ietl.rir.rg in her that it is
--. .= to describe with words.

- .-: is hg1q"-and he touched
::--.ad-''but I cannot des-- :':r: :i I couldyouwouldsoon' .:-c.d. She is music, as the

:i -:-.S n-hose spirit I fain would
- i,,r'e her as it is not pos-

: : ., 'r'e in this tvorld . . . and
' , . -: -:s lite. FOr SOme nightS

- ::.:r no longer find sleep. The' .. .s of the miraculous gar-
- ::c .losed to me. Sometimes

,":: .. -,,,ng and hellish spell of in-
- : ::. I mar.rage to sleep. But-::. s:.e cannot be fOund, Or She

-:: nre ir-r a friendly way for'. . ::g absence. She suffers also,
:-':-r:i she loves me, because She
:: -,.'r' trre. She has become more'. t-'t,rrls anrl more transitory. . .

--:. - I see rvith terror the day ap-
.:.--::ing rvhen I will no longer be

- .: i,r sleep... Then she will be
- ..::ing me for a long time and- -. :.i:.r beside the little temple with': clirnbing rose-bushes... She

,- '.veep for l-rer lost lover. . . And
-': .,rill clie..."

7\ T rhis point an unconquerable- ' ::ccr I of rehelling against the
: :rselrse of Der-netrio Benoni took
r sscssion of ne, ancl, as thougll
. :',rrr' 1or.rg contained rvithin me
,.:.: erupted, I cried:"Come, that's
-.:: 'ugh of tliat, Dernetrio ! All
-.::Lt is maclness. After ail, you
.-::(-)\\- \'erv well that she does not
.rist l" And this last phrase I
:::Lrst have shoutecl, literally, for I
::::rl t\: feeling that t.r.ry logic rvas
:.,.-crrrsedly rvrong belore the illog-
:i:tt of rnv friend. A long silence

THE LOVE OF DEl\4trTRIO BENONI

r,veighed down upon us, after which
Demetrio Benoni resumed, smiling
bitterly:

"You say she does not exist be-
carlse no one, outside of myself ,

can see her. But she is in my
mind. Her image had been in me
lor a long time, for every lover
bears within himself the image of
the loved one. Verus aill,ons assidua
sin.e intcrmissione coancantis ima-
gine dctittetur. Every lrrain is a
limbo in r,l,'l-rich there live future
ideas lilie latent beings that rvoulcl
crystallize themselves in life or in
art. I have objectified an idea, the
most beautiful of all those in my
rttincl."

"But the reality?" I asked.
"I am beyond reality, because I

l.rave entered into the truth," was
his answer.

*x<*
These words closed our colloquv.

Dernetrio Benoni lef t in silence,
leaving me alone with my thoughts,
in the first sl.radows of the trvilight
that were already flooding the
room. "After a11," f told myself,
"I clon't see anything strange in the
continuity of this dream. Rousseau
dreamed the same dream all his
life. That is known. Demetrio
Benoni is thir-rking too much of the
enchanted garden, of his imaginary
love, and this preoccupation of his
during the day prepares the night's
dream. It's a phenofilenon of sug-
gestion and nothing more."

Hbving arrived at this conclusion,
I said aloud: "The ancients be-
lieved tl-rat a twig of porcacclria
placed under tl're pillow prevents
clreaming. I must remind Demetrio
Benoni of tl.ris." And I lit the light
to drive away the apparitions of
the evening.

***
THE following nrorning there
' plumlted into rny study Dri Van-
zini, a yourlg physician with a great
future whose friendship was verv
dear to me. His features were up-
set. "Don't you know?" he cried
upon entering, "Demetrio Benoni is
cleacl !"

I leapecl to nry feet, terrifiecl. In
a flash I recallecl everything saici by
r.n1' friencl the previous evening. He
had beer.r seatecl f or a long time
on the chair r,vhich nor'v, abandoning
his large bocly to it carelessly. rvas
o':crrpietl by Dr. Vanzini.

"What rlo vorr mcan ? \\1hl-1" I
asked.

'Care1^ssness, cleplorable care-
lessness," relllied the cloctor. "Yes-
terdav l)ernetrio Ilenoni caure to
the liospital n,here I alu attachecl.

He toid me that for a uumlter of
nig-hts he had not been able to sleep
arr<1 tha1" tlris rvas lreconritrg irsrrr:-
por-table. 'Could you recommend
somethir.rg that rvould help n,e to
sleep ?' he asked me. I thought it
r'vould be well to examine him, for
he lookecl worn and haggard. His
llervous system was very greatly
upset. I had the hospital pharmacy
prepare {or hin-r a potiorl of which
he was to have taken a ruininlum
dose every night. He bid me good-
b1'e and left much more cah.nly.
Tl-ris morning they called me in a
l.rurrv to his horne. I got there too
late : ar.rcl I r,l'as aware of it as soon
as I entered his room. He 'was
l1.ing on his bed, placid in counten-
ance, as though he had passed from
sleep to death without having been
arvare of it. I sar,v, on his night
table, the little bottle that had con-
tained the potion . . .empty."

I r,vas listening. I had the ir-n-
pression that the doctor's words
u'ere reaching my ears from the icy
distances of the infinite, in which
at that moment the ardent soul of
my vanished friend was floating in
search of lterceived truth, single aud
eternal. The cloctor continued, ex-
plaining:

"I suppose that the first little
dose of the opiate had had no effect
at all on the shattered nerves of
Dernetrio Ber.roni. Then, no doubt,
he must have continued to take
more of the potion, one spoonful
after another, until sleep finally
came npon him. But in the mean-
while the lethal substances of the
potion acted on his heart, which,
as a consequence, softly stopped
beating. There is no other explan-
ation."

Again I was silent, lost in r.r-r1'

thoughts, and my soul meanwhile
was withdrawing far away from
me, following in the wake of an-
other soul. And this was how De-
metrio Benoni departed, a poet
worthy of singing a new hyrnn to
intellectual beauty, and I suffered
for uo longer being able to sa1'.
now: "Yes, Demetrio, you were
right, vou r,vho are r.rorv clead. Per.
haps in your nocturr.ral garden, O
poet, you had sipped a strange mad-
11ess from the white and upturned
cl.ralice of the stramonium, or fron.r
the mouth of woman; ancl yet you
.nl'ere rigl:t, for rve, closed up rvith-
i:'r t'-e un'br.'aliable httman fornrttla.
cannot col1q11er anv other realitr'
lxrt that rvhich is bon.r irr us for ns
alone. and for this reality, child of
orlr nlost irrof ortncl clesire, Deme-
rrio ilerroni. it is u'orth u'hi1e srrf-
f ering and clf ing !"
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Arturo Giovannitti
and His Poctry

By W. Cl. &Culcalty

"Giovannitti's main tl-reme is the
class \var, the immediate battle-
srouncl oI which is lr'hat rve call
iabor troubles, the strilie. the lock-
out, the visible clash betrveell em-
plol er atrcl etlploYed."

And again:
"Giovannitti's poetry is arl effclrt

to express a multitude of n.rerr lost
in an immensity of siletlce, sn'al-
lor,ved up in meaningless clarkuess.
\\ttih burning rvords he tlakes tts

feel the presence of toilers hidden
behind tenetrient ita1ls, behinci the
machinery they guide. He turns the
full light of his iutense, vivid in-
telligence upon the worn faces of
the workers who put everl' breath
and nerve into the struggle for
existence, who give everY hottr and
exhattst every faculty that others
na1' live." Aud now let us see

whether or not this Praise is ex-

.travagant.

IJIS sitrsle volrtme, as llas been
I I .. :' ' sairl, is not large in size, but
surging forrvard on the crest of the
great wave of the nelv PoetrY rn
1914, its depth and scoPe mav not
be judgecl lightly. In the opening
poe-. Giouannitti strikes the pitch
it'rat is maintained throughout. He
u,arns lls against misinterpretation:

Tl.rese are but songs-they're not a

creecl
They are not nleant tol lift or save,

They rvor-r't appeal or intercecle
For any fool or anY knave;

They hold no covenant or Pledge --
For hirn r,r.ho darcs no foe assail:

Tlrcv are the blorvs of nr1- orvn sledge
Against tlre rralls of nrr otn jnil."

This is the key note. Giovannitti
realizes better thar.r anvone else that
liis is but oue voice in tl.re mightv
crv for freedom. BLrt he is glad
of- his alrility to fling this single
shaft into the face of the {oe, as
his comrades are cloing ail alor-rg

the {ar-flung battle 1ine. If his
booli aclcls but a cheering 'nvorcl to
the men striving harcl for victorv;
if it but lesseus for a uromelrt the
stress of clithcult hoitrs, he rvill find
it enough.

Perhaps o{ all the poems rvhich
the book coutaitrs, the best-linorvn

and most frequentll,' quoted is "The
\\Ialker." It is a vivid portrayal of
the mind of a man in jail, his
thorrghts on his fellorv prisurlers,
his ch eatls of escaPe, liis Philo-
sophl', ancl the strange, ullcannY
influence of The Walker:

"I hear footsteps over lllJ'hcarl all
night.

Thel' qem. ancl thel' go. Again thel''
cotne ancl thel' go all night.

They corne one eternity in four paces
and thel' go one eternity in fortr
paces, ancl betrveen the coming and
the going there is Silence and the
Infir-rite.

For infinite are the nine feet of a
prison cell, ancl endless is the march
of him who r,valks between the yel-
low brick wall and the red iron gate,
thinking things that cannot be
chained and cannot be locked, but
that wander far au'ay in the sunlit
rvorlrl, each in a rvilcl pilgrinrage
after a destined goal."

Of the other poems in the book,
it may be well to consider and
quote from a few of the more out-
standing.

"The Thinker" is an indictment
of those who exploit their fellow
men, fully as bitter and prophetic
as Markham's "Man With the
IIoe," and filled with a deep, un-
derstanding sympathy for the down-
trodden:

"Aye, think! Since time and life began,
Your mind has only feared and

slept ;

Of all the beasts they called you man
Only because you toiled and weot.

On all the ages firmly set,
Lone pillar of the world you stood;

Beyond yortr hunger and your srveat
You never *".y,iT rrnderstood-

Fronr 1'ou, the chained, re'r'iled outcast,
Fronr you the brute inert and dumb,

Sl'rall, through your rvakened thought
at last,

The message of tomorrow come.

'Trviil come, a d.azzling shaft of light,
Of truth, to save and to redeenr,

And-rvhether Love or Dl'nanrite-
Shall blaze the pathrvay to your

c1ream."

l^\ "The Stranger at the Gate,"I "out of the Xlouths o[ Babes,"
"Tl-re N'fagclalene," that passionate
crv from tu,o thottsand 1'ears of

(Contittucd on Pogc 28\

\

HII name of Arturo Giovarr-
nitti is one tl.rat means little to
the average student of contem-

l)orary .\utericatt poetry, yet lt em-
i,r^."t an entirelv nerv world of
thousht and feeliirg, anrl rnay not
rvcll Le ignored. Here alrtl there
r"e er-r.o.lr-rter some of his rvork in
r,arious ar.rthologies, the best-knolvn
being Untertneyer's "Nlodern Amer-
ican Iroetry," ancl some tr-reution of
him in several of the better known
ruagazines. Beyoncl this wholly in-
aclequate repr:eseutation, however,
he is little liuorvu to the people of
the United States. Some brief at-
tention, therefore, to his origin and
background may not be out of Place
befoie we clisctiss the peculiar clual-

ities of his poetry.
Giovannitii 't"tt bottl January 7,

1884, at RiPabottoni in Southern
Italy. He r,vas educated-in CamPo-
basso and at the age of seventeen
came to this countrY, full of hoPe

{or the future, and resPect for the
name of the republic he had been
taught to love. His first. Years. in
America, horvever, were bitter, disil-
lusioning ones. He first found em-

ploymen"t in the coal mines of
Pennsylvania where the misely and
povertv of manY of the f oreign
ivorl<eis went to his heart. After
this experience he studied theology
in several schools, and then took
rro iournalistic work in New York'
Sb*e time later he joinetl the

Socialist movement and became the
editor of the Italian journal, 1l
Prolctorio. His rvas the fervour of
one rvho is rvor ltir.rg f or the re-
clemption of humanity, and in spite
of the poverty he salv on every
hancl, he set out to spreacl liis ideal
that every n-ran shall have his share
of li{e and beauty.

His poetry is br"rt the ottt-spoken
clesire 

- for the triumPh of this
ideal. To the uninitiated it is a

strange poetr-y, sptlrning both 
-tl-re

,racttotts uninteiligibility of a Hart
Crane ou the oue side and the clear-
cut but pointless verse of tl-re

Imagists on the other. As Helen
Kellir says, i11 her brilliant intro'
cluction to his single sma1l volttue,
"Arrols in the Gale" :
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JUBILEE YEAR AT
FNRICHED by nunlerorls pictures
- f rc,rrr the Vatican a.l)artmcnts
and chapels as well as from the
I'ope's Palace at Castelgandolf o,
this collection, although not so
large nurnerically as some o{ the
other great world collections, is none
the less one of the richest in quality.

In its present-da1' asPect, with
the pictures restored, freshened up
ar.rcl lrlacecl in settings specially de-
sigr-red for then-i, the Vatican picture
gallery is the last expression in
techr.rical, scientific ancl altistic ef-
ficiency.

Another recent innovation is the
lre\\, entrance to the \/atican Mu-
serlms at the Viale Vaticano, not
far fronr the Piazza del Risorgi-
rurento, r'vhich malies that vast re-
pository of art lrore accessible to
the public.

The Vatican Radio Station, also
nervly erected, and eqtlipped witl-I
latest scientific improvements under
Marconi's persolral supervision, has
just recently been linked rn'ith the
Papal Palace at Castelgandolfo, and
has created rumors as to the Pope's
possible visit there in the near
future. Holvever that may be, it
is certain His Holiness will appear
in public on different occasions dur-
ing the Holy Year to take part in
sorre o{ the religious ceremonies,
thus adding solemnity to the Jubilee
celebrations.

Witli the appreciable railway
reductions granted by the Italian
Government during the Holy Year
and with the vast organization, ec-
clesiastical as well as touristic, to
meet the needs of visitors, it is ex-
pected that unprecedented numbers
rvill be coming to Rome, the econ-
omic crisis increasing rather than
abating the religious ardor of the
lTlaSSes.:, egalr,

I and

VATICAN CITY

By Alice Seelye Rossi

- - - -.:.: i)rollltllgation of
- -- .'.' Year, u'hich the
- : 1:,: ',:,lllced to the rvorlcl

'- ,: -':-,.'. large num'bers of
- . ::-. r.-- parts of Christen-
- ..,,.-i::q to Rome for the' :. : :le l9th Centenary
-: . .-. -: the Saviottr, ancl,
; -:::-:::g oi the Holy Door

: -.-: s ,-':t -\pril Zcl, nerv in-
- - : -:..,1 o1 \ratical City

: ::::: : '-lc\.elopments lvithin
: : - r not only in the
- -,-,:.s,-,1ini have lvondrotts
:::- ;.;lier-ed in a relatively

:. : ,,: time, but in the
::, :: r\-. as rvell, there are
:--- ::rr-rolations and im-
:..::. :.., hich compel one's at-

:= :.'.. Lateran treaty of 7929,
:,. ::'.,.' bLrildings have been

.':, :.-.::qside of and behind

. - -:.,::,-:ural grancleUr whiCh is
: :i:: :. so tnttCh SO that VatiCan

. :::-:iring the appearance of
- " ::-,ependent State.
-' : :-._:.-,..'ar- statiOn-mOdern and

,::. ir.r every detail---occupies
- is area and the Governor's

---,:j::. \Ioreover, the new pic-
::::-.e;r', the construction Of

-.-. i= one of the happiest meas-
:i :::::n b1' the present Pontiff,

: - -:. I s-ith all latest technical
-- - .::.:-:ific improvements, enables
: : :-- :ee to the best advantage

-' : :-r;i.t rvorks it contains, De-
, ---= - bl the architect Luca Bel--:-- :. :l:is building has two floors;
' - : - -'.,.'er one containing labora-
. .-. :or repairs and photographic

: :: -:-s. as $'e11 as stofage rooms,
.= :he tlpper one is the picture

...=:-.' proper and comprises fifteen
, ::'-.. differing in size, commun-
,::r.l and forming, thus, trvo long

.:-,.-ei u'ings. The pictures are
::.:.1ed in chronological order. be-
.:-::::q l'it1-r the pre-Giotto primi-
=. and Byzantines, follolved by

= ',','orks of Giotto, Fra Beato
---:-:t-ico ancl Bellini, thus leading
.-- -- D^^1^^^1 ---L^^^ rL-^^ *^-+^---: :,r Raphael, r,vhose three master-
: =:t.-Tlte Coronation of th.e Vir'
. . Tltc Transfcluration, and Tlte'.:.i 

'nttct of Foliglno-ho1d a priv-
.:ed place. as they figure in the
.:.est ancl richest room, on the
.:. ls of t-hich hang also the lovely
:,:estries he designed.

That Raphael should be given a
place of l"ronor in this picture gal-
lery is a just recognition, for apart

Miss Alice Seelye Rossi,
daughter of Gr. Utr. Egisto
Rossi, well-known both in Italy
and America as Commissioner
of Italian Emigration, long
connected with Ellis Island'
and sister of Dr. Paul A. Rossi,
formerly Italian consul in the
United States-has for a num-
ber of years contributed ar-
ticles on interesting Italian
topics to the American Press,
thus strengthening the bonds
between these two countries.
Although residing in Rome, she
has lived and traveled in the
United States, hence has an
extensive knowledge of both
countries.

from any artistic value his name
is indissolubly linked with the Va-
tican, where his faithful services to
the Papacy were productive of
works of a-rt that brought glory
not only to Italy, but also to the
two Pontiffs-Julius II and Leo
X-under whom he laboured ex-
tensively.

From Raphael's room one passes
into Leonardo's, then, progressively,
into Titian's and Domenichino's, un-
til the last room is reached, where-
in there are portraits dating back
to a century ago, which is the
chronological limit of the paintings
in this Picture Gallery.
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Thc Lcttcrs ro Mysclf
A SHORT STORY

By Dino ?ratsettzal

I fNA ha,l lrrol<err off rvith rne,

l- and this tirne seriousll'.
So serious tvas it that, a

{erv honrs after, I had receivecl a
sealecl packet containing all n1' let-
ters : horv could it l.rave arrivecl at
this stage ?

Seated in r.ny easy chair, rvith my
heacl in my l-rar.rds, I u'as looking
norv at the letters and now at the
brazier that r,vas aglorv in front of
me. Hacl I covered carefully the
fissures of the windows and the
doorrvav, the brazier itself rvould
have become my liberator, ltnt I
clid not u,ant to die. Better to
let the letters clie ancl, r,vith the
dolorous correspondence destroyed,
the passibn itself, too, would be re-
duced to ashes. Amen: ar.rcl let's
begin a ner'v life.

But a thought carne to me sud-
denly: a thought hanging by a
tl-rread-ah, how light !-of hope.
Was it possible that sl.re had r.rot
written me a note, a word, to asli
of me her orvn letters? I rnrnmaged
ar.rxiously through the trvo hun-
clred and more letters to fincl her
note: perhaps I would be able to
see, between the lines, a ra,v of
light: perhaps, in studying the fornt
of the hand-writing, I n-right per-
ceive that l-rer hand, and her soul,
had already calmecl clown: or at
least I rvould have a nerv memento
of l-rer, and I would have kissed it
and breathed its perfun.re.

No, there was nothins.
So-it didn't matter at all to her

that I rnight shorv her letters to
others ? Or rvas it that sire f elt
sure of me, because respect ontlives
love ? Or perhaps ah, that's
it ! . . .it was not a definite break
and Lina had not wantecl to burn
all her bridges behind her.

Ahval's this mania for hatcl-ring
and nursing illusions in the heat
of my devouring love !

Er-rough, r.rorv I IJe strong', re-read
them, clestrov tl.rem, rlon't think
about them any 11tore.

\\'hile I r,r'as arrangir-rg the letters
cl'rror.rologically, and tl-ris methoclical
task was placating m,\' afllictecl
nerves, I reflected:

The author of this amusing
short story, Dino Provenzal,
though a schoolmaster, is more
well-known in Italy as an au-
thor, His writings include
school texts and books for chil-
dren, but his fame rests princi-
pally on three creative works of
a general nature: "Le passeg-
giate di Bardalone," "Manuale
del perfetto professore" and
"Lina m'aveva piantato." ''The
Letters to Myself" (Le lettere
a me stesso) has been translated
from the Italian from "Lina
m'aveva piantato," a book of
short stories, each one of which
begins with the title-line.

Dino Provenzal, born in Leg-
horn on Dec. 27, 1877, was
formerly Director of the R.
Scuola Normale Femminile in
Teramo, and is now Dean of
the Liceo of Voghera.

"\\rhy cloes she lieep my letters
so mixecl u1t, r'vhereas I am so care-
{ul about classifying hers? Perhaps
people in love clo that: my collec-
tor's peclantry is unthinl<able in a
woman in love; and Lina was-or
is she still ?-in love rvith me. Horv
is it that I open her letters w'ith
a letter-knife so as not to spoil
them. while these envelopes, instead,
are rumpled, torn, soiled? . . . Who
knorvs in rvl.rat haste she must have
oper.red them, and the place anclt the
tir-ne, r.unnirrg even the risk of be-
irg cliscovered, poor dear !

How is it that .oh, this is lvon-
clerful ! a letter of mine and
the milliner's bill in the same en-
velope. Ah, but of course it
nrust be the bill for that hat which
framecl her sr'veet face so 'lvell in
Santa ,llaria dcl Fiore when I told
her she looked like a Madorlra by
Angelico clescended to earth for a
minute !"

Tl.re letters were now all in or-
der and numbered: trvo irundred
ancl t',venty-two.

"lVho knows rvhat cabalistic
significance may be possessecl by a
number that reiteats tl.re 'ttvo'
three tin.res ?" I ponderecl, exter.rding
over the brazier my fingers, rvhich
had become colcl at the contact u.ith
the palrer.

Arrd I lregan rearliug.

TINI ID and respect f ul rvere the
' first letters rvith the fornrai "lei."
rurrlil. ironr lhe rritrth letter on, I
noticecl a certain oster.rtatious wit, a
desire to please, to pltt rny intel-
ligence on exhibition.

Here was the "voi" and the let-
ters became rnore serious, with the
fanriliar "tu" eqc4516na1ly peeping
in in verses, however.

Hor,v n.rany verses ! They seem-
ed to lle, now, battalious of ioldiers
that I had sent out, one battalion
after ar.rother, to conquer a fortress.
One right after the other, in the
manner of a general who does not
spare the lives of his men in order
to arrive, sooner or later, at vic-
tory.

Victory ! The letter that was all
flash and glitter, but without pro-
11or1ns: r,vith only one arlbiguous
verb toward the end, a "credi" skill-
fully dissirnulated, for it was
written as "crede," with a dot over
the half-closed "e". I did not want
ber to be offended by thinking that
f r,vas taking advantage oi her
capitulation.

\Vhat letters, after that, what let-
ters ! Reading them, I felt flanres
rising to my face, I trembled all
over, I lvanted to kiss the pages.
I seemed to be listening to a mono-
tonous but sweet nusic, a humble
and ardent prayer, a song that be-
gan rvith a sigh and often died in
a sob.

I remembered that just at the be-
ginning of our love I had read a
historicai anecdote that had made an
impression on me. It related how
Tommaso Campanella, during the
trial, imitated the posture, the at-
titude, and even the physiognomy
of the judge who lvas questioning
him, in order to feel arising in him-
self the same thoughts as the judge,
and thus understand ancl domir-rate
him. At that time everything I saw
or heard ended up in the crucible
of my love, and I soon fused that
anecdote too ivith all the rest. Be-
fore rvriting, I would stretch my-
self on the roclting-chair, as she dii,
I rvould entrvine, as she did, my

(Continucd on Pugc 28)
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"',curice J. Volency

-.:I_= FATHER OF:-: S - RREALISTS

: . : :c:' Gallerv may
: :ll, rrC \-ef,\. lttnlty

,,.'-.s c,f the rvolk
, , ','.r.' rnauv prettv
.. .. rrv lteautiful, for

: :.::r-1_r'a ltainter of
-rr::'1 it is verY sad'

: r: i tr-ork is man,
:r:ru. Horv noble in

::-:nite in faculty I

: :rave added, horv
,:s digestive appara-

: : ,: :1,_'t straltge that so
: i::r,l fleshly things

- - . :: . irlttl Carf OtS, and
- -.:.::r-s,rf 1ir-r ordinaire-
: . :, at lloo1t r,vith pro-

'.' :rre artrst at the cor-
::. Benoit ancl Rue

. r lre metamorphosed
, - ,..-.' into perpetual paint,

. - .-. l:.1.^^ L-a :^ t--' ---.-- .:: dishes but in frames,- : , '-'.') ag'ain in mystery,- : , ei:rte ltut for the eye ?

: . i-::r{e digestive process
. : ,: the relation between' : '.:r,l a castle, an onion

- ::.::r of ur.rclouded sky, we
:::,::elr' admire. The lvorld
: : nur.nber of things, but

:.. :s a queStion Of Category.
. - ,:,nlv become a little in-
::,r-, ,soPhical, or Poetic, or

, cause the categories to
::: rlre things, the machines
i::t,-r the onions, the soul
.:r'er. and all things to-

::r ,-)ne uragr-rifiCent OniOn-
-::.grant rvith the odor of

You r.reecl only become a
r.:rc to cause the categories
,:11', tu.rtil each thing ac-
- urrique, arrd sometimes
: personality of its own.
ihilcl, each marble, each bit
l. each cabbage, has such
:,litr'. It is r,vhen we grow
,.i'e lose this nice sense of

,:::ation. Then cabbages
. .r:r' i,lerrtiti', anrl all ntell
: alilie ; \ve calt no longer

Chinanran from another;
.:: sense of distinctior.r ltc-

:rictlv moral. so that cab-
::re either goocl cabltages or

r,iie or sma11, ancl that is all.

It is othern'ise rvith Rol'. \\.hetli-
er he never grew Llll in tl.rat pleas-
ant city rvhich has never seemed to
grorv old, or rvhether deliberately he
set out a la rcclrcrclte d u temf s
perdu, he has certainly made good
his escape irom the aclrrlt rvorld.
But rvitl-rout going iuto psychology,
one calr hardly doubt, among his
pictures, tl.rat or.re is in the presence
of overrvhelming decadelrce, a ma-
turity from n'hich all lrut the years
has fallerr a\\a)', a stupeif ing lrrc-
ciositl', tvhich certainll'one is bouncl
to condeurn, at least otl r-noral
grounds, before its attraction be-
comes lrarcotic ancl irresistible. For
it is possible that protractecl in-
terest in a good example of Roy's
rvork rvill do more injurv to one's
moral fibre than almost arry othcr
{orrrr of delrralit'r-. lt nral' l,c ,lii-

Robert Brackman-"Rochelle
in White"

-,Vacbcth 

Cellarll

ficult to pass legislation against
them, in a state so l-righly culturecl
as orlrs, but certainly all but the
very young and the most abandoned
should be rvarned to have a care
horv they looli at these pictures.

OYT .of - 
sorue, r'egetables. some

- brrght bits of string, a ribbon,
a rvheel, a feather, arranged and
painted with morbicl precision, con-
sumnrately skilful, Roy achieves a
synthesis of detail r,vhich ahnost
seems to have purpose. They
threaten you with their n.reaning,
these tragic leeks, crucified on a
rood of packing wood, and the
malignant carrot that thrusts up at
thenr like the lance of the Roman
solclier, rvhile belolv sits in all its
porup ancl majesty the majestic
cauliflorver over against the clear
$y oi blue .lvith its single cloud.
They don't mean alrything, but they
should,-this castle, thiJ egg, the
lascivious asparagus, flarrked 6y the
rvhite rvine arrd the red-they
should rnean something, they clamor
{or n.reaning, and since no one quite
knows what they mean, not even,
we suspect, the artist, this is a seri-
0us anrl n rrrertacing lnatter, of
rvhich rve had rather not be re-
nrinded. lior surely there is magic
alrout this wheel. tire bits ol cloth,
the bird's eggs clelicately and
care f ullr' laid out like jewels,
painted with diabolic piety, their
every detail pried into with an in-
quisitiveness that would bring tears
to the eye of a carnera. Bnt some-
thing tells us it is not well to dabble
in this kincl of magic. You cannot
carry objectivity to such lengths,
after a cerrain age, without failing
into vice. These answers without
questions, these solutions without
problenrs-all this can come to no
goocl end.

And so let us adrnit that there
is a ltincl of logic in Roy's rvork,
though it be a kind of logic that
urakes us shuclder. Within his own
system he is logical enough, logical
enor,tgh even to have achievecl at
tinres a nerv ltind of bar-ralitl'. In
conrpositior.r, in color, in drar,ving,
he is suprer.neh. the realist. It is in
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arraltgeltieltt that l.re transcends
realitr-.

But u'1-ren lou transcencl reality,
reality imn.rediatell' turns the tables
on yorl. It transcends yon, and
there you are, real enough, but a
little upset.

PIERRE MATISSE GALLERY

THIS gallety is slrorving a nurnber

-- of nor very distinguished thirrgs
by various distinguishecl French-
men. The greater part of the pic-
ttlres on. exhibition are ir.r water-
color, and among these. undoubted-
ly, R. Dufy's "Racetrack at Deau-
ville" is outstanding. Grorraire's
"Barmaid'' is largely by Gromaire.
She 1s a proud arrd srrspicious
beauty ancl bears exotic drinks, the
consumption of which might go a
lgng way to make her palatible.
There is a pencil sketch of Matisse,
of no especial interest, and a very
bad pastel of a reclining nude, by
tl.r€ same master. Masson's "Fish
in Combat" are bloodv but un-
bolvecl, ancl in that state we come
to trvo pictures by Severini, both
noteu'orthy. "Still Lif e" is of
course reminiscent of Chirico, and
it brings us back with pigeons,
grapes and crayfish to the Glory
that was Greece and the Grandeui,
etc., while the other is called 'Har-
lequin," and it is lots of fun, a
decorative and well-planned ab-
stract. Near the door hangs an ex-
cellent Rouault, the torso done in
clear deep blue, only slightly bloody,
while down in the street you will
perhaps stop to stare happily at an
oil by Dufy, probably called "Race-
track at Deauville," if not else-
rvhbre, and indeed it does much to
make gracious this part of. 57th
Street.

BRACKMAN:
MACBETH GALLERY

BRACKXfAN is rather given to
prnlr and blue, and I suppose his

rvork is a little sentimental, and
conventional, and what people some-
times call adequate. Sensitive too,
particularlv to mood. ancl particular-
ly to one mood. There is no deny-
ing that "Rochelle in White', is-a
pretty piece of work. It is beau-
tifully ancl simply painted, and it is
no fault of the artist if it reminds
Te 9f a picture first seen long ago
in the "Book of Knowledge,-' in-
volving a Christian maiden about
to be martl-recl arouncl the Arena.
"Seatecl Nrrcle" is executed without
yldue vigor, a conventional compos-
ition inclucling nucle, bowl of leaves,
guitar, and bedsheet. The color,

ATI-ANTICA, APRIL, 1933

here as elseu'here, just nrisses <lirr-
girress, ancl the flesh toncs lack
vibrance, but there is no cioubt of
either the painter's sincerity, or,
rvithin his present lin-ritatioirs, of
his talent.

MONET: DURAND-
RUEL GALLERIES.

ON! nray be a great man in arr
anr[ 1et rrot be a great arlist.

A man tvho has exertecl enormolls
influence is, I suppose, a great man,
but men are sor.netimes greater rvho
have hacl no influence. For in art,
the paintings speak for theniselves,
long after the man has given over
speaking, and his influence has been
mergecl ivith the gravy. And so
a_fter a time, the men are forgotten,
tl're pictures remain, and tiris is also
verlr sad and beautiful.

Whicl-r is as much as to sav that
while Nlonet was historically i very
great man his rvork at the Duranci-
Ruel Galleries seems to me to fall
into the class of very vaiuable, but
not ver)' great, r,vork. We can, of
course, only vaguely recall the
splendor r,vith rvhich it must have
flashed upon the dazzled eyes of
the studio painter; the sounds of
that conflict are only a murmllr
in the confused rumble of the past.
And we who were born to look
with suspicion upon Academies, and
to accept revolt as the simple and
natural, though somewhat useless,
reaction of life to its environment,
we can only stare at this work,
sometimes a little stodgy, sometimes
a little pompous, often hyste.rical,
and wonder what was all the'shoot-
ilg for. We wonder moodily
about the swiftness with which con-
ventions spring up, the astonishing
aptitude of humans for walls and
fetters, the slvift superposition of
moral taboos upon aesthetic stand-
ards. We rvonder just what there
could have been about these in-
nocuolls paintings and what could
l.rave been the state of mincl of
those to tvhom they seemed icon-
oclastic, irreligious, or heretical.
But the point is that the function
oi paintings is uo ruor-e to bring
about this l<incl of musir-ig, tl-ran
the function of music is to call forth
pictr-rres.

It is significant, then, that we
react ilrclirectly to these UIonets,
rvl.rile rve react directly to their im-
portance. The u'orks themseives
tal<e a seconcl place. Thus perhaps
we can understancl rvhy the paint-
ing-masters hacl a hard time liking
them. It rvas perhaps partly thal
thev rvere not ver'l' goocl pictures.
A new technique had been ivolved,

and it rvas to be exploitecl for allit was worth. The risults were to
!., *g now know, a new impetus in
the cololist's art, a new sparkle ancl
shimmer in the depiction of sur-
faces. Sunlight, like new blood,
was to stream red and molten
through the veins of an anaemic
generation. But after all, it was
merely a new technique. It re-
mained f or greater artists than
Monet to make great art of it, ar-
tists who were not merely impres-
sionists, who not merely 

-sarv, 
but

harl sonrething to say. it remained
then {or Manet and Renoir ancl Ce-
zanne. And Seurat r,vas to be a
great painter..in spite of his pain_
staking poinrilism, rather thari be-
cause oi it. It was necessary for
the emphasis to be shiftecl again
from technique to idea, for u.I to
escape the inanity of the hal,stacks
and the Nympheas, and pai*ing to
get over the measles.

pOR no one any longer seriously
preterrds that the rrorlrl arorrntl us

is presented to the eye in a mosaic
of prinrary colors. it siurply isn't.
And the fact that you can represent
it that way, while it adds^ some_
what to the interest of existence,
hardly affects the facts of life. you
may mix yellow and blue paint on
lhe palette and make a grien su{_
ficiently _resembling the gieen of a
rubber-plant to f ool almost any-
!ody. But it is not the green 6f
the rubber plant. It is non'sense to
argue that the impressionists can
mal<e a nearer approximation to
that green_ by jtrxtaposing points of
yellow and blue on ihe cinvas. you
will look in vain for points of yel_
low and blue in the ieaves of ihe
rubber-plant, for nature is not an
fmpressionist. Moreover, while the
ruixlure uf ycllow anci blue pig-
ments makes g'reen, a mixture of
t'ellorv ancl blue lights produces not
gre9n, but, as everyolle l<nows,
n'hite. The ef fect. ori the retina oi-
an Jnrpressionist, oI a mixLrrr.e of
1-ellon' anrl blue )ight there f ore
corrlrl orrll' allproxirnate a green if
the- L'npressionist rvere an iclept in
sel f -l.rlpnosis.

Little as n'e knorv of the facts
of color-vision, it is enor-rgh to
demonstrate that from any scientific
point of vierv the Impressionists
\'vere excellent artists, but only
rninor prophets. There is uo on'e
rvay to protluce a givelr sensation
in the visual centers of the brain.
The sensation cailecl rvhiteness
may be produced by the reflection
into the eye of an unassorted sheaf

(Cotttinued on Page 32)
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ll , :- - -::-,- ::.: ..i the Shakes-s - r --: ...:::r. atrtrortnced' .i-.: .:: llarch 18 that' - : - :--:- ;: nlPanl/ at last
- : : -: - :.-: a\f enses, SOme-
* -: ' : -t - ,: _.:::ce his troupe

':- .-- \'..crllber. 'l'he
r ::- , - :..= :l:underous ap-

:

.:= 'lratttaticcom-

' - - ,. =--.'.ium. home-made,' : : - :: a: s:rils s'histles the' :-.-. :: ,::; that COmeS frOm' : - ',:-. - scofied al the
: -. : _- -,-:.;ian'sstruggling
'' .- : ::etimes the com-

- " : -- - ::=:less than good-
-:r -: - r:.: .-'nte criticiSm leSS* : :--. - -ess serious than- .--:-: some reviervers

:-,--:.:: :.:-:"- phrases, rvhich only- ": i-= -,'.'.'state of the fine art
-- -:.-- r:: tl.re great city of

The acting may be

-::-:.:cir- and some of the
-. -' -: i :ers.)nae sel{-consciotts
- - ,:--.:turish. But there are a
- :--:.r: ers of the cast who re-
-::-. i-=.: rest. and the least that
-- : -.::,: for the theatre is that

" --- ::: accurate conception of"-: S:-akespeare means than
. - ,:r c,-,njrlre bv themselr.es in

, :: , _ _,--1.

--.-.::--.t Nhatever faults we may
'- - -=: '.1s \r'eigh the seriou,s in--:- :-- -i flr. Vivian and Julius't .. :':oCucing and managing
- :: :: : :.. respectively, for in this

- - . : 'aved the high road to
,- -:.::,1 let t1s not {orget that
- "-: lrarren fielcls melodrama
-' .=:.. i ,r moner"s sake are most

.." :,, grow into hardy thea-.- : .. - erennials, rvhile the deli-
. --: r -,,rful Shakesp earean

foliage rvithers for rvaut of fertil-
ity and nurture.

When lve last visited tl-re theatre
we sarv Curtis Cooksey in an ex-
cellent performance as Shakes-
peare's ambitious monomar-riac. If
to this $re acld Cl-rarles Wiihelm's
N,Iacduff, Leslie Austen's Mal-
cohn, the latter part of Frederica
Going's perf ormance as Lady
Ilacbeth an<l a ierv others of the
lesser 'characters. ancl divorce
what is le{t, rve have a perform-
ance of "Macbeth" well worth
seeing.

NIr. Cooksey gives vivid ex-
pression both in speech and action
to the chie{ role. He simulates
powerfully all the aspects of the
human emotions rvhich make
"N{acbeth" a great psychological
study-the first reaction to terlpta-
tion; fear, unknown on the battle-
field, but tre,mendous and awe-
some before criminal murder;
relrlorse ancl fear born in a sick
conscience and growing greater
with each murder that compels
the next and finally leacls to
tyranny ancl massacre ; ancl un-
derlying all, the vestiges of nobil-
ity which now can never redeem
the lost Nlacbeth but only increase
his self-torture and his crimes'

This is a role which requires
a rvholei well-spring of dramatic
stock-in-trade, a well-spring that
can be made to flow gentlY, like a
noble thought, or seethe like
goodly passion or fearful furY.
And in all this, in shade of mien,
in substance of gesture, word and
:rction, Mr. Cooksey acquits him-
self. i\{iss Going merely dragged
her role along with her in the be-
ginning. Once she was guilty of
clelivering a long passage like a.

valedictorian instead of as a wife
with ambitions for a manageable
husband. She vindicated herself,
however, as the play made great
demands upon her, and finallY we
find her doing with vigor and
reality the things that scheming
and treachery require.

SONG AND DANCE

IJOWEVER poorly Hall John-t t ,on may have put together his

first p1ay, "Run, Little Chillun,"
now at the Lyric Theatre, it finds
justification in tl-re Negro, r-nusic
{or which he is famous and especi-
ally for a marvelous dance scene.
This spectacie comes in the seconcl
scene of the first act in the meetin.q
place of the Nerv Day Pilerims,
rvho aclvocate free expression of
the body and soul. Now this free
expre,ssion goes verv far, as the
inhabitants of To,omer's Bottom
find ourt. Their own practice of
religion in the Hope Baptist
Church, rvith all its singing and
testimony and seizures by the holy
spirit, is mild by comparison and
one discovers in them a tinge of
jealousy for those brave enough
to bepome pilgrims. The plot
deals mostly with their efforts to
save Jim, the Rev. Jones's son,
{rorn the rival religionists.

And so we find Jim and Sula-
mai, his paramour, looking upon
the weird rites of the Pilgrims.
Fro,m a slor'v, solemn procession
of white-surpliced devotees, it
develops gradually into a fantastic
dance of life. Music beats an im-
perative tempo,. Like a whip it
la.shes at the elemental human
forces, exciting the spirit and the
flesh, lashing lvilling creatures
until in the space of a ferv minutes
they have been driven down the
gamut of centuries into pure
atavism.

Savagery and lust, motion and
music, light and color mingle,
swirl, separate and ble'nd again
an<l agair-r in a freuziecl, kaleiclos-
copic vision. It is the human
spirit, exulting, free as Arctic
rvinds, as free as ever it can be,
and yet unsatisfied, tortured,
struggling as if it would burst out
of its flesl-rly prisor-r. At its un-
bearable climax Sulamai joins in
as passionately as tl-re re,st and
Jim, appalled, carries her off, and
the dance goes on. As the curtain
goes down, the imagination has
but 1ittle to conjecture as to what
the cletnou6ment of such a spec-
tacle must be. It is, by itself, one
of the r,vorthy contributions to this
theatrical season, and having said
this much, we need not go further
r,vith a description of the play.

- - - : -"::i: the efforts of the--: r: r g:rizing that mediocre
:: . :tr:r-r'L iare is better than

- .:'. l. ,',n the whole, un-
::':r.riirr1. the scenery some-
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WHAT would Broadway com-
edies be without the good

old institution of marriage tokick
around? The late "FIoner-lr.roon"
is one we recall rvith a rvrv face.
But now \,{iss Tallulah tsankheacl
is "Fo,rsaking All Others" at the
Times Square Theatre and we
found it a rather engaging busi-
ness-from the distance of our
fourth row seat. She is left to
stand and wait and wait and wait
rvith the lilies in her arms and the
organl pealing, but later she turns

ARTURO
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the tables on Dillon Todd, played
bv Anderson Larn'lor, who 

-struts

airor-rt the stage like olle of
Nature's certainties. The jilter
feels rvhat it is like to be jilted.

It is a sophisticated play with
sophisticated humor and in it Miss
Bankhead ha,s ample opportunity
to shor,v all the versatility of
rvhich she is capable. And you
must believe us whe,n we say that
a trembling lip and a sudden hand-
spring, as part of hei reaction to
being jilted, are not incongruous.

It take,s a good actress to do both
ancl still make you believe thel'
are s1'rnptoms of unhappiness.

One of. the humors o,f the plal-
concerns the man who comes lntir
Charlie's speakeasv in search oi
his mother and discovers that slie
has run up to Harvard. This
much being written, we shall no."v
run clown to Charlie's to see it
she is back and free for the even-
irg._ There are such interesting
mothers in this generation ! -

POETRY

prostitution, and "The Bum," Gio-
vannitti reveals his sure grasp of
the essentials, and especially the
dramatic presentation of poetry.
I{ere is no mere experimentation,
but ratl-rer the sure touch and sense
of justice and beauty of a true poet.
In 

-"The 
Praise of Spring," lvith

its lofty tone and strong wording,
there is an unmistakable touch of
the Old Testament poetry of James
Oppenheim; while "Sing Me to
Sleep," with its quiet resignation
and longing, is undoubtedly one of
the tenderest lyrics in modern verse.
The ultimate downfall of capitalism
is prophesied in the satirical and

GIOVANITTI AND HIS
(Continued frcwt, page 22)

forward-looking "IJtopia"; while
the strength, thoughtfulness, and
pathetic irony of "The Last Nic-
kel," make it delightful. "The Re-
public" is a realistic picture of the
rise of freedom and the fury of the
mob during the French Revolution.
Its picture of Liberty, at first, as
the virgin bride of the people, and,
after the fight is won, as a wanton
of the streets is unforgettable. Also
r,vorthy of note is the solemn, por-
tentons description of "The Fu-
neral," where:

". . l. .we followed the lonely hearse
rrp the silent street, the sireet un-
soul.ed and grief-stricken by the

-

THE LETTERS TO MYSELF
(Continu.ed fro'm paEe 24)

for heaven's sake, no: rather death
than that !

And I read, I read on, while
emotion was conquering me I every
letter, as soon as it had been read,
ended up in the btazier, where it
aroused a little flame of vivid gold
and then curled up, black and al-
rnost impalpable, but the fire that
blazed within me left no ashes:
and I was consumed with grief.

trnally a spasmodic letter in which
regret, love, jeaiousy and desire
writhed, no longer finding words
suitable enough, and her name was
mingled with that of the things
most dear to me, my dreams, my
hopes, my delusions and my dead
ones; that letter made me giddy. I

gray omens of the corning 6rst
snow,

And we looked not at each other and
u'e did not speak."

The sprightly optimism, hopeful-
ness, and the galloping, spirited me-
ter of "To Joseph J. Ettor,,' the
out-spokenness of "The Sermon on
the Cornnron," the joy of living and
the deiight in little tfrings in Y,The

Peaceful Hour," and the unusually
dramatic presentation of ,'Th;
Cage," make "Arrows in the Gale,'
a work of which any poet may well
be proud, one singuiaily original in
both substance and craftsmlnship.
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fingers on my righl knee a,rd look
straight before me hxe'fry, with a
light fluttering, almost a quivering,
of the eyelashes: that was what she
did when she was lost in thought.
Then I would write seeing Lina, ap-
proaching Lina, becoming Lina, till
I was sure that every one of my
words would produce the desired
effect, that effect and none other,
for they were no longer words, but
caresses, kisses, embraces, cries.

Now the miracle was being re-
peated, but in an opposite way. The
letters that had perturbed her were
now upsetting me. I felt rnyself
praying, supplicating: every page
demanded o{ me love eternal, and
that I be not a passing caprice, no,

arose and murmured: "Yes, yes, I
will always love you: don't sup-
plicate so any more, don't lower
yourself so any more, my love !"

I had the feeling that she was
speaking through my mouth and it
was natural, because I was she; in
fact I had read all those letters,
therefore they were directed at rne
and now it was she-or I, which is
the same thing-who replied: "Yes,
my love, yes !"

I seized my pen and wrote still
another letter, but I did not mail it,
for the ringing of the doorbell
shook me.

It was a special delivery letter
from Lina:

"I'ur c>;1tectilg 1'ott : cglue."
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Notes on Goriboldi's Life

Stoten lslond

Froncesco Moncodo

tn

By

1S.;(), Garibalcli,- .: . :irc ter.ror Salvi
. : i'rvi ( both fast

- ..:. i bcen living at
' .--:::, 'nio Ileucci in

. :-':cr tO Seek Some
- :-- ;l',rrn the constant
: . :. 1:i: time, ancl also

t :,-lllOlD)'.

:- :.. activities to tvhicl-r- .::: . tiieir minds and
.. :iris time. Major

: . .:r.i,lc. in his native
_: :. in ltaly, had ac-- . ,. .Je oi sausage mak-
.:a.di thought they
.= ,ri it. Accordingll',

-:: :rraterials were ac-
.. -:rgsicle of Meucci's

:,:, :r- in the cellar, a
:actorv rvas started,

..: :ilicled amons t}rem-.:..::'i:l Garibaldi's tasl<
. :::.-,,\'itlg the n-reat frorn

.:-. : one clay his linife
. - :::.ir- ancl cut a sn-rall

-.s:r from his finger.
,. : Thev couldn't hnd it.
::,:::cl." he said, "clon't
:: : it u-ill make the sa-

. :c:tl.t. "
..::rss. hoi,vever, clid not

:he extent hoped for,
: ','.'lS o lack of fish and
- : ,-, ofterr they ended up
- ., in€al of salami, bread
:.:. .rlle." So they willingly- : i irshing and hunting, ir.r

., ..ast. no capital investment
' :. . -iil.l'\'.

:: :,arisor.r rvitl-r his active
: --::hr of friends rvho rvere" -.. r painecl him. One da1'

-- : the goocl Meucci : "Cap-
.' :-.i.'nrpo (Fairweather), tell
.. - rill lour tvorthwhile icleas
:: :rcacl and rvith the little

: -.', ,u have in your pocket,
: : \'rLl attempt SOme 1lew

. '::: iijd so give rvork to these' .: :,t the same tir-ne earning
: .r-.-,:e-\' ior vourself ? I hate
-:; :::tnr out of work. It's u1t

',:. :rl friend, to correct this
- : alTairs."

, JIcLrcci, t.ricknanterl "Cap-- ::-.:,,r'cather." who hacl urorked- -:..c nrnrrtlrs on his irrventiorr
- .::.::r.r canclles (for u,l-rich he
-, ::rinccl a patent) intensified
':-:-:iirches ar-rcl stucly into thc

subject. \\'hen he finally $'ent to
the Ger.reral ar.rcl tolcl liirn the re-
sults oi his expeliments, Claribalcli,
in a burst of spontaneous enthu-
siasm, exclaimecl: "Bravo ! It is a
good iclea ! \Ve rvill emplo1' many
poor and unfortunate intmigrants.
\\re can't fail this time, because
everybocly neecls light, ancl candles
cannot be eaten, lilie salami. I u'ill
be your partner, and since my friencl
Carpeneto is conring soon (he's a
merchant fror.n South, America) rve
can interest him, too. Don't delay;
begin inunediately."

Giuseppe Garibaldi

UNDI:.f{ Xleucci's rlirection, the
- n'orh o l srtting trp tlre fac-

tor1' uras startecl at once, ir-r the verv
same cellar u'here the salami had
formerly been manufactrrrecl. It
u.as decidecl to trf it out first on
a small scale. rvhile awaiting the
return o{ Salvi, temporarill' en-
gagecl as a singer, to expancl their:
operations. General Avezzana. tvho
\\'as in business in Nerv York,
prornisecl his help. and obtained for
them a couple of boilers and some
other needecl equipn.rent.

\\rorl< started, and, u n cl e r
Nlencci's guidance ancl rvith Gari-
baldi's example, the plant progress-
ed full blast. rvith evervone in-
terrsifyirrg his efforts. Later-Loreuzo
Salr'i arrivecl, ancl bought from n,fr.
ancl X,Irs. \\/illiam Torvsend, on
Sept. 10th, 1851, their little cour.rtry
house rvith nine surrounrling lots oi
lancl, for $1800. A large candle

factorl' rvas then built, with many
Italian exiles reall1' empl oyed,
anrong them Giovanni lllorosini,
u'ho, ir.r 1868, becan.re secretary to
Ja1' Gorrlcl. the financial nlagnate,
and later becanre l.rir.nself a famous
l.rankei' anci millionaire. Ilven the
\\:orren lent a hand, preparing rvicks
ancl pacltages.

*t<*

\\-hi1e ir-r Staten Islancl, Garibal-
cli's aid u.as given gratis, in order
to pass some time ancl also as an
exanrple to the others, not, as solre
biographers have erroneously stated,
to earn a living. He himself says
("I{emorie di Garibaldi," Barbera,
Firenze, 1920, p. 266), "In Meuc-
ci's house f u'as entirely free and
if I rn''anted to, I cou1c1 work."

L'sually the General gave his aid,
which was more moral than ma-
terial, after retttrning from hunting
or fishing. And so the ltusi-
ness was beginning to hum. On
llar' 12, 1852, X4eucci ancl Salvi
bought fron the Torvsend couple
tlieir "Forest Cottage," located be-
tr,veen Forest Street and Maple Ave-
nue, for $2500, and on July 1853
thel' bought 18 adclitional nearby
lots for $4800, according to the
Richmoncl County Clerk's records.
To enable Salvi to purchase this
lar.rcl, Nleucci harl loanecl him $2000
n"rore, rvhich brought the former's
debt to $5500.

They worked happily and peace-
frrl11,, with occasional jesting and
'pranlis. Don-renico Mariani of
Milan, when not r'r,orking as a
musician, would make candles in
Clifton, and he was always a sllre
target for the others' jests. Though
rather old. he rvould come from
Nerv York well pomaded, powder-
ecl, ancl rvith his hair ar-rd mttstache
d1'ed. Once XIuecci, his hands
greased with some chemicals he had
been working with, began playfully
stroking his hair and mustache,
u'ith the result that Mariani's hair
was restored to its original color,
to the laughter of the others.

Hor'vever, the merriment did not
last long, for, instead of success,
gradual failure greeted the candle
business, and soorl it went into
bankluptcy. Salvi then sailed for
I,Iexico to resume his for-rner ."1'orli

in the theatre, and since he owed
1\{eucci $5500, he ceded him his
property rights on X{ay 10, 1854.
Tliis left Antonio Meucci alone, for
soon after that Francesco Carpa-
neto's invitation to Garibaldi to ac-
corrpanl' him to Central America
rvas accelrterl, ancl the Cieneral left
Staten Islancl.

': :e still
,: nrail it,

c 'olbell
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lnonrlmental worli. Some of the rrrost
striking passages: the analr.sis of tl.re
tlrrce forrrrs of bcinc arid of the
Christiarr trinity (t0J)l tr'. i"ii tiiri
Clrristianity is not orrly a phenomena
lvhich occurred- t'rventy .enturie. ag{
but is a living force of the presJni
(301-2); the gospel assurance that thc
Kingclorn of God is not only a sor:ial
fact, brrt is prirnarill' an inCi-,ridual
affair, and the condition si.ne qua n,on
for participation in that Kingdom is
the Nerv Birth (321); the lublime
siglificance of the cross (355); an
edifying ray of light on tl-re mlrstery
of tl.re resurrected body (146);an ex-
arnination of the doctrine of-free rvill
as compared to predestination (i40);
the irroirlem of evil as a plienoinenori
completellr apart f rom the problern
of pain (179); an interpretation of the
essence of true religion, rvhich is not
a hope of future relvarrl or a fear of
future punishment, but the tealiza-
tion and acceptance of duty as a ne-
cessary element of existence, ancl the
appreciation of its intrinsic rnoral
value (55).

The perennial question "Crtr Deus
homo?" is ansrverecl decisively, lvith:
"The purpose of the incarnation 

-in response to the finality of the
Creation - lvas to introduce the in-
finite into the world; but the infinite
could not be introduced into the
rvorld if God did not incarnate Him-
self by union surnnn nr,od,o rvith
humanity, that is, lr.ith Nature, rvhich
holds all of the created elements, and
embraces the lvorld; therefore God
assumed the nature of humanity, in
\!te Logos 

- whictr is God (ZIZ)
Furthermore, even if man had not
sinned, Christ rvould I.rave incarnated
himself" (3,13) in order to establish
the Kingdom of God on Earth.

Antdco E. Surttitti

TIIE FANTASTIC CITY. B!, Atnetia
Ransome Nez,ille. Edited ond [leaised
by ["irginia Iira.rto .',. tloughton
XIif f lin. Cotn l,any.

The cultural side of the San Fran-
cisco of an earlier da1' has lteen quite
lost sight of in a fanfare of six-slioot-
ers. Tlre thouqlrtlul reader o\ves a
debt to Arnelia Ransorne Neville,
tvhose Mcnoirs ol the S'ocial and Ro-
umntic Life oJ Old San Frorcisco show
Tlt,e Fantastic City, as she has namecl
it, at its best. Daughter of a Federal
engineer anrl born at Columbus,
where her father was resident en-
gineer of the Ohio Canal, the author
was taken to England, presented at
Court, later married to a captain of
the British Army, and cane to San
Francisco in the earlv fifties.
_ Her many referencls to the part
Italians played in the cultural life
of the young city are of more than
passing interest: \{ancinelli conduct-
ing "Carmen" for Calvd; Albani as
Elsa in "Lohengrin"; Ristori, in pri-
vate life Marchesa cle Capronica, the
Italian tragedienne lvho had recentlv
made a collquest of Paris ?nrl u-ho
played N[arie Antoinette rvith the fire
of her genius still flanring.

I\Irs. Neville tells of visits up and
down the Peninsula, rvhen Belmont,
named, perhaps, for Portia's Belmont,
u'as the propert)'of Count Cipriani,
lvho calletl it'Ca::acla de Diablo.'

The u'riter, onlr' ta."n,tlr returne -

from abroacl, salrs that she never sa..-,'
a more effective setting for a ba -

than the Count's or,al ballroom l-ir::
its great crystal chandelier hun3
from the frescoed ceiling in the
dorned u'ing of his villa.

Adeline Patti u.as one of the sing-
ers over rvhom San Francisco tl.eni
mad. X,Irs. Ne.r'i1le te lls of a per-
sonal meeting with the prima donna.
Of \'{adame Schalchi the author sars
that she had tlre riclrest of contralio
voices.

Throughout the book one finds
lnanlr references to Italian music:
such as trfadame Fabbri's leading the
fir'e hundred choristers in their odr:
of u'elcome to General Grant at a
band concert in the Palace Hotel.
The book contains a funcl of infor-
mation delightfully given and not
otherrvise accessible.

Laura BeII Euerett

TIIE PLAYS AND POEMS OF IT/.
S. GILBERT. With an introduction bt
Deents ToJ'lor. l2B0 lagcs, illustrated
by the autltor. Nezu York: Th,e Ran-
dom Hou,se. $3.50

The delightfully comic operas of
Gilbert & Sr-rllivan, that pair of Vic-
torian (and yet un-Victorian) English
!'rts, have an amazing longevity.
Written and procluced originallr. in tlie
70's and the 80's, Larclly a ]-ear goes
by rvithout a revival of one or more
of them.

It is useless to try to convey ade-
quately to the uninitiated the quality
of the Gilbertian humor and wit. Mi.
Deems Ta-'-lor, accomplished writer
and musician that he is, in his pre-
face admittedly succeeds only in
making one familiar rvith the life of
Gilbert, but not his fantasy. One rnust
actuallv sce the operas, orjfailing tlrat,
|carl tllelil, and since tlre present e,li-
tion has no equal, it can safely be re-
cornmencled as at least the second
best rval- of becoming acquainterl.
Containing the 14 operas and 3 addi-
tional plays by Gilbert, it is complete,
it contains all the Bab Ballads as
r' ell, it includes some 200 original
drarvings by Gilbert, and it is a finelr-
bound book, a typical Random Housl
product.

To the really fanatic enthusiast of
the tlvo Savol'ards, lines like "What,
never ?" "Well, hardly ever" im-
mediately set them to repeating
others: "Our attitude's queer andquaint you're wrong if you think
it ain't!" or the references to "his
sisters and his cousins and his aunts"
or the follorving priceless bit of al-
literation:

"So I object
To sit in solemn silence in a dull,

d.ark doch
In a pestilential prison. zuith a life-

Iong loch,
Aztaiting tlte sensation of a short,

sharp slrock
Fronr, a ch.eap and chil)py chopper

on a big black bloch!"

Inevitably, however, the reviewer
must refer the reader to the plays
and ballads thmselves, with the ie-
minder that if he is not familiar with
these deliciously illogical but satirical
fantasies, he is in for a real treat.

THE NEW BOOKS
(Contittued from Page 2)

story has been .r,vritten, .,that the
nrarionettes lna-r go fartlrer and make
Italy better l;rro*-n to tlrc tr.orld out-
side. "

"P'.rppet Pararle,,is a clever lrit
of .u ork, rvitlr lir-ely illustralions, in
rvlriclr are )rrought iogether all tliese
lauglrable fufo::i of ihe land where
laughter is native to the soil and skv
and sea. The l,hole .ornpu.,y o'f
tlrem tal;e part in a plot rvlrich rnakes
t lrat r n isc lt ie vorr s l it t le \\'oL)(le n l)o v
Pinocchio lfarnous as the lrero of Lo-renzini's -stories, and unquestioned
lavarrte of eve11. child of Italy) kineof them all.

'ihese trvo hundrecl and for:v joll1,
pag.(:s are, to be si:re, prolninentli
ar.rtl properl-v cataloqued for the junior
list: ]'et, lrecause of rlre rurii ersaland alrnost age-lorrg traclition cf
many of the mar;,)rrultes whicL theY
preserrt, srrch for e-xample, ts pul-.i_
tt,ellu,.1he French polichinelle, theEnglislr Prrnch, etc., l)opular toi ioui
hun<lr_ed years in Europe and found
even in Egypt a thousand \.eari ago,they are bourr,.l to be comrucr,<ftclby all -rvho are interestea i, ,'". 

-r.:i.-

tory of the play spirit and the corn_rnon langnage rvhich it speaks.

Rit:harcl F. f,lL,::ottro

TEOSOFIA. By LIgo lawi, 431 pages.
Fratelli Bocca, Ttu.in, Italy.

. For -those rvho live in Am,:rica tlietirle of this book can be anr.tlrins i)utpleasing. To tlrern, tf,e *..J jliro_
.roprl, suggests an unimportant sect,tlr.e cavillous and narrow_min.led
.t 

lleosol)lusts, u-lro in tlreir spiritual
lanatlcl-sln lrave slrrunken an,j cir_cumscribed the true significance oftlre rvold.. TIre author, tr""*.uci,-ito.i
not neglect to rernind his relrlersthat the meaning of tris titte is liietrue et-\'mological one:,,Knorvlcrls.e
conLerniltg .tlte divine,', arll ti,7t
r h.eosoptry ts rciillerf rclalion of tht
rcltg.ious z'olttcs oJ trodilional ettris-tniltty iil llte Iigltl of utodcrn tltougltt.

The author has gatlrered and sifted
tog.ether tlre findings of botlr ancient
and contemporary lnasters of the srrb_
Je-c1, anrl in sltite of ttre rrragniturle
of the.undertakirrg, has been oUl. i"llralntaln througnorri a sense,,l ob_
Jectrvity and lralance rvlriclr allor,r shim, not only to speak withoui Lit_terness of the great luminarit,s of
theol-ogy _and philosophy rvho beforc
Irrm laced the pr,;lrlem from different
angles, but to point out many of their
opinions and iudgmcnts wiih advln_
tage.

. In.this age. of decadence and spi-ritual instability, it is trulv a relicf
to mcet with a believer who hls ovcr-
come certain conflicting ideas t,r his
own satisfaction and solved for hirn-
self -one of the eternal problems rvlrich
conlront every serious thinking nrarr.

To the difficult task he has irnrier-
laken, -of comparing and analysing a
host. of. seemingly discordant, y.r'ie-
lated ideas, Janni brings an u;biascd
appreciation and a keen anclr.tical
perception, making of lris Lobk a
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Things Italian American
Books and Periodicals
A Bibliogrdphy of Recent Publications

of Intere.st to ltalian.Americans

"att. t-r'[,lanation of Italf s c().lltss lond-
.rco1r."

HOLY YIiAR - ll1'' Reniarnino De
Ritis - Italy America Society Bul-
letin, April 1933.

Thc of a ttittg of LIte I I ol1, Door of
St Pe 1cr'r' by tlte Pope on .J 1,ril 2nd,
-rltttboli:cd tlrc libertttiou. of ltutnanity
frorn the rttisery of tlrc uorld and its
ttlntis.ti,ttt ittto tltt, C itt' ot' God. 7-ltis
rtrticlc i.s tt. sltort hi.;tort' ol .l ultilcc 1'tLrt'.s
tltrottohout /rislor-r,, sitrce tlte lirst Jubilce
ir 1300.

DISARIIA\IENT OR A NE\\T
WAR? - 131' Count Carlo Sforza

- The New York Herald Tribune
Magazine, April 2, 1933.

Tlte subtitle of tlis article by tlte
t'ornttr Italian llini.tter of Forcign,lf-
/oirs i.r "II/liclt rvill triu,ntPh .. . fear,
zr'ltitlt It'Qds to arntailtcttts atrd,ttar, or
.rtcurity, by iltcans of disarntament?
Tht i,,orlrl's nela ntochitrct'j, of destruc-
tiott incrtttses tltc liltaliltood, of z.'ar...
otloirt.st tlti.r i.s thc L'ert(1inty tltat a nettt
c,'ttIlitl tioulr! ;,'rctl,' . ir i1i:,rli r."

H]TLER AS IIUSSOLINI _ AN
AI)PRAISAL 

- 
I31' E,nril Lengl'c,l

- The New York Times Magazine,
April 2, 1933.

Tlrcra arc srikinq contra.tt.t both in,
cltttracter attd itt tnetltods bttzt'r:cn the
tt,o diclaLors, sa-r's t/re autlrcr, althouglr,
"llitlcr ha.t ttdo 1,ttd,il/u.r.ro/lii'.r .our.li-
tion of tlte Stotc, itt, tt,hiclt the r.i'ord of
thc Icadcr is 1atv." Lotcr he add.s,
"IIitler ltLt.r bctn l,,atirtg ardent tributes
to the L)ut:t:, tlta uta.rter tho has been
Iti.t ittsl,irotiott. Iltts.solitti'.s lribrrlt'.r io
Ililltr ltottt bcctt Ia.;s 91loi,'itt1t ."

ITALY AND SO].IE OF HER
EARLY AN{ERICAN COIII,IEN.
TATORS 

- By Ernilio Goggio -Italica (The Quarterll. Bulletin of
the Anerican Association of Teach-
ers of Italian) March 1933.

,l disr:tt.s.rion orid orrcr1,1'.ris, itt scholarlt'
f osltiort, of early Amt'rican tratiiel boohs
dcalin,g ti.ith Italy, utost of zt,lticlt,, says
the autltor, "tt,erc z'er! unrelioble, since
tlteir autltors Iacltcd, the ncce.rsary qu,al-
ilicotions for zt,riting worhs of that
ttatu.rc."

FLORENTINE \{ERCHANTS IN
THF] DAYS OF THE IIEDICI _
Br. Dino Bigongiari 

- The Ro-
manic Review (A clr,rarterlv journal
devoted to research in the romance
languages and literatures) January-
March 1933.

. n e:rlnu.rti'i,e rerieiy of "Lettcrs and,
l)ot'tt,nrcttts front the Sclfridue Collec-
tion of Ilcdici lllattu,tcripts," a booh
cdited by Gertrudc ll. B. Richards attd
S, ultl islt rtl bJ' I I u rt'ttrd IItr jz't'rsif-r' Prrss.

1n

- ::.IODICALS
BOOIiS IN IT'ALIAN Books

Abroad ("An international quarter-
l1'") April 1933.

.l r,'qttl,tr :ctti,ttr of tlti.r publication,
t,'ttt,tittittlJ r',';'i.'t.,s of l3 of llte lolest
Itoohs of gctttrul interast l.ublislted in
Itttly rccttttll'.

o[[g

Qelcrx
Afier o busy doy or o long
molor |rip, you crqve the
comforls thqt The Americqn
ond The Annex qfford. Good
rooms with both, circuloting
ice woler, lelephones qnd qll
modern conveniences. Bedg
lhol ossuse resilul sleeo.
Here you con reolly relox
when you visit St. Louis.
Rates lrom $1.50 single 92 double

- . ::r-\CE IrT..\N
- --i \\LtE, _ The

- .:.: -{;:il 1 i933.

. -: . :. ari-r-r of ittion
:)rLtish, Italian.' '..: :rncarttittg tlte

:_.: !lct 1or Eu,-
: ';. Prcnr.ier XIu,s-
.-: ,:...' statcs tlrc

:, :.r..id, according
_;: l:rtlilccts re-

; ' :t bc dizorced
- .,:::i.i. tltc Lrugttt

.:::rtl l:ur0t,ttttt
--::t!i J:tttctttc.

- .. I r> .\ ROIId
. -:.1R5 - llr- \ralen-' 

- The Niw York
i r;:_::-e. hlarch 19, 1933.

: j 
': a' i-t'd of AI u-sso-

: : r.:!. rt/td fart olcler
: :t. l;ing .integrated.

: ,ljttrqutlJ, are res-- iite fol'ulacc, artd,
i:, l.r/ , itr' .ruitrtnt-

. :: tlctrcd a.vay bJl- .:.tlt,,ttlogy, a net)
::t.i tht tenunts dis-

. .:,':ii/r is an, accourr,t
:,.: ,ir cd in, building up
: 'iltttt of Au,gusttts,

:: i,,'thc ntost ch,er-
:.. .' -i i dst proie cts, to-' ''::t:! bJ' Jlussolini ltint-' ,.: oi the city thal is

]. \LD TRAVELS _
-:::--=:::rvea1, April 5, 1933,

.'..::_. !lte British Prenr,ier
'..i:i;lt ,tcLion tnight wel.L

- -'\-:J,,/br,r Otte in, uorld- - :, 'i: it'iL'dtts," this article

: ' .',. .',ltcDottttld go to Paris.
:' : ; I:renclt arc cottrllti itt' ' ' :rr-r,'.ris ciitili:aliun tj'pi-

.: :1,,1'is of tltc --1cad.nn1' .,: ! attd the intcstors iit-- -.':: I on thc otlter lmtd., lte
- .-, r-,'.1/-r tlut XI. I)ttlrnlicr

'. _'. )..;;t ;iith a sigh, t, smile' : .' :lit should,ers. I'or tlrc
_,':..-. G-orr/ ltas rcsctnbled, a
::: :r'itd in vain to tahe the- : " '.,-,.,)t!ntcttded by lrcr plty-

: '- 1-t,)ISTERED COWS- NEIR HYSTERICS
1::e:ary Digest, April 8, 1933.

:. ': -.tcl (luotatiot, front an ar-
. ';.: H. Do.t,is in the Nezu

'., ;:i;lr toilcertted, itself uitlr
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A\,IERICA ANSWERS ROME _
The Commonweal, March Zg, lggg.

-.4, 
n ,qrtirlc concerytirtg ,,tlte uuiquc artdsptcnd.td coopcratioti' of proteslattt.

Jc.iflstr atrd L'alholic Icadeis z.,ho uothcr!cd. on S.uttdoy Aprit 2,d it'niaii"Ali,
'.Y.ttsic IIolI itt public rrlrbirtioi-ii FiLIr',tus rnauguroled. lhe Holy ycar in Ron'trl.
A..tong .passage is quoted f rotn tlte pobt,.s
attocLttion to .tltc cardinals of tlrc CattiolicLnurch, attd .llte poirtt is tnade that
-\uretJ the tttrtes dcnand the sp511.r_tiott. of 

-a. force "ror, 
jriiairiinr"t[f i'ra

Ia-r-redchtng ez,en than the bcst blansof slotesnten or ecortomisti.', 
--'- rev't'

THE STATUS OF ITALIAN IN
THE COLLEGES 

- Bv Elton
Hocking - Italica, (The euarterll,
Bulletin of the American Associa_
tion of Teachers of Italian) March
1933.

I n this surucy ',to d.etertuinc to i,,lto!ettent ltaliart is accordcd, equa.titv;fstandins ivi.th ottter te,aatii nt'iaeii
tanguages," based on r(turns front, ques_
tionnaircs sent to ttZ cottig;r:r-, inl"" r)_
s.ulLs are .Iabulated in ordir to sltozu
tl.le g.encral trend of l,olicy iu reprasctrtd_
trtae tnstrtutlons.

.,Concludes the author:,,1n viezt ofute general .recognilion of the znlue ofour,sub.Ject, zae teachers of Italiqnshoutd,feel encouraged, to cariy on thes|!!00te agatnst t.he f orces of indif _

Iefe,nle, - ttzcomprehension and' inertia
?t'htch aluays handica! the Droores.r of
? ,lytn z.vttich is, strong in prini;pte, Uitlacktng ,in lh.e brute strengtlt o'f nunt_
?ers. In only a snall nuntber'of col_
te.ges are.the studenls still deni;d therryht.to 'gati;fl the requiretnents' bvt.eurtnng Ihe latryuage of Datttc."

ATI,ANTICA, APRIL, 1933

BOOKS THE FATE OF THE CARBON.\.RI: Memoirs of Felice F;;;;i__Translated by lfoward R.-M;;;;r.,
- . n9q york: The Italian His_torical Society.

"Elcuteri.o 
Felice Forcsti utas c-r.ilcd t:/titrer.rca ur .tgJ6 aJter seruing 17 5,ear-ttntprtsolntrctrl 

.ir.t the dun,geoni of Aistri;Jor hts lartiripation in the carbottan
,,!tgaot.tc)tt in Itoly, u,hich aimei it 'ltte

uDCrotron ol ilrot cotrntrJ,Jrom oll Ior_etg,t oppressors. In America hc iou_
tinued. his work ;n benau sj-his""oi;z',,counl,.!, ottd..ztas one of th'e nost oit-s-tand.tng Italiatts. Ha tos profc.esor ojttalian at Colwnbia from 1g3i 1o 1g56.

ONP-,^NqNE AND A HUNDREDTHOUSAND - By a;igi pi;;;
c]ell_o -- New york: E- i:- D;;t.;& Co., $2.75.

, Pi.rande-llo says: "This booh not ottlv
d.eptcLs. drantaticolly, but ot tlta sarn"er:nte dcnronstrates .b5, zthnt night beterltled d utatltctttatical tnctltod, it,, lil_
fossibilill' of an1' hwrtan crealurc,s be_utg to others zt'hat lra is to ltitrtsclf .,,

Mpp_EBN ITALy: A SHORT HrS_TOFy - By George B. M.tlelia*"
- pnnceton: princeton University
Press. 93.00.

-""Th!,tlort' of the .unification of Itat!a,td oJ her rtsc lo lrcr lrcsent positioit
as one of tlce great po-Ners.

BEITRICq CENCI - By CorradoRicci -- Translated tr."i tii"'ii""i
lan blr Morris Bishop and Henrvr_ongan Stuart. Illustrated bv Ar_th.ur .Z-aidenberg Ne* "io.t<:
Lrverlght, Inc.

, .This lo.tcst .booh in thc Blach aud GoltlLtorar! ts."lha sntu:iug story of one ofIne, nlost 
.1nJ olnous f anilies in 

' 

historvi'
a,t,d-.(ontottts both uolunrcs of the origliialItalian zuorh in one.

rq4,r_Y__4-ryD THE TTALTANS rNWA-SHJNGTON'S TiME 
.:" 

ir;Uar.lrck,,Jr- Guidi, prezzoiini, Ro'_
-selll and Russo, with a foreworrlby-.Edward Coisi - N"; V;;i.:Italian Publishers.
Th.is z,olume it'as prepdred. undcr tlteouspr(cs..ol L-as.a Ilaliana of Colurnbia

u_ntaerstl!', atd conlains chablers onPhilip Mo::ci, Francis lis", L|;i"r"k"
r.onte,. wosluttglort and the Italians. and
A.nr,ertcott .'I raz'elltrs in Italy at thi Bc_glnnutg ol tlte 18th Ccnturt,.

THE ART WORLD
(Continued, from page 26)

frankly floating like a cloud in ut_
ter formlessness in the swelterins
sun, calls forth, I fear, the onE
Irterary reaction of our age to the
problems of existence-the devastat_
i19 question 'So what?, And in ihe
"Pins-Parasols," the,,Canotiers,;
and "Peupliers au bord de l,Epte,,isn't the color somewhat coirse
and gory,- or else trite and vaguely
sickening ? Except of course- his'-
torically. frorn which point of viewit is undoubtedly very fine ?

. Of these pictures, then, I like bestthe unpretentious ,.La Maison
Bleue" with its carefully reticulaied
blue u'all, and "La piage cle Ste.

TEP_KING oF ROIvTE - By R. trr.
W'l.o" - New york: D. A;;tt";& Co.

FERR.LTCCIO BUSONI - Bv Ed_
ilald J. .Dent - New york:bxfoi'd
unlversrty press: $5.75.
2 biography of the contposer.

THE MEDICI - Bv G. F. yorr.,
; -The Modern -Librarv, - 

NiSYork, 91.00.

nO.,tn of...the^ Modent Librarl, Giants
Jertes, ztith 32 illuslrations in -aquatonc.

M9qFRN COMPOSERS _ Bv
burd_o pannain. Translated bv trf.
R. Bona-via - New y;rk: 6. p.
Dutton & Co. 93.50.

,Studie.s of .tu'elve nodern co?nroserc,all of-then liuing etcept errr"iili-ni!
sont, bJ a noted ltalian nusic critic.
olT-rllNqs wHrcH sooN MUSrCOME TO PASS: A C;m;;;;on the Book of Revelation _-iii,

Philip- Mauro 
- Washington, 5.C.: The perry Studio.

^An 
erl,oition of the Booh of N,I cstotilcnt ProphryJt b1, a ntantbei ol t

Bar of the.LI; 5. Siprirn, Corii, rritti'i
tn nort-lcchnical longuagc,
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of light rays of various frequencies.
by a mixture of specific y.li;;;;;
blue, or red and greenl or by asmart tap on the eye_ball deliverecl
n9t -by the canvas but by the fist
of .the artist. Or on the ;ku[-wltta baseball bat. No one of these
wajs is more. holy than the others.
..ul are.eftectrve; some use the one,
some the other.

"Chrysanthemes,, is clearly much
too excited to be a fine painting.
"La Japorraise" is certarnly very rm-
posing. But one does not 

"l*uy,]ik9 tg be imposed upon. t ttriritiit is, for all its magnlficence, a bit
stutty, and shorrld have a good air-irg. "La Cathedrale cle 

-nou.";'

Adresse." Dechargeurs de
Charbon" is unquestionabiy a fine
canvas, regardless of what theories
lie behind it, scientific or economic.
Over the rest of the paintings, i
must confess to a certain lack'of
excitement. tsut I must confess
also to a certain quiet and bound_
less joy- in them, for in their pre_

IAn!!D!
@ln

sence, if one listens closely, orr.t"
hear the distant straini of th
I4arseillaise. It was good that
they_were painted. It was good,

!j@1!
qhrlr

rilr 
-:d *r.:;n

Unr.m

h ndmur
emg,_
E*a

}"y,r--
*EmEms

miirr- ];lr

and let us offer thanks, that*they
put out of business, at least for i
time, the stuffed lords of the aca-
demies, Iike stately puppets, all
straw and pundonor.
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The Italians in thellnited Srares
THE PRESS

- --: l. ::lrl t.t Dentocrat," a si-x
-: -:..:lrrcl size Italian rveekly
-::r:::ell in English, recently

: - ::::tiai aJ)pearancc in Port-
,::.:,,,n. \\-ell eclitcd ancl

:ir. i,aper is published ancl
,'ir:rnr- \Iorrorv.

- -: . ::.:::rent oi \erv Yorlt Unil
-r ,::t: c.clrtors to the editorial

: :::c \\'ashington Sclrrare
- ::..-::n, tlte unclergrachrate

- : i.:,i,ointees are 'Ihornas
- ::':,:'r.iging editor., and John
... 

-- 
.. :.-.,,,ciate eclitor in chargt:

l:. : ::. nronthll' organ of the

' :::.::.-:i, edited bv l{iss Ro-
. :..:.'.o. cuntained arr etli--_ :: -: .a.ro on thc-stucly- of
:::.:,:ling 1'oung ltalo-Am-

:l:eir share in bringing
:' :: ::Lldl' of the language- ::::'.t:s. the editorial con-

::.: langrrages are taught
- - : .:-,:::r of our schools both- :'.' and elective subjects.

-'- : -.,.e ;,ersist in demanding- = recognizcd as one of' - :-.- lingr-ral units ?',

l-:r:'::: ::.::.io Goggio of the Arn-' - : . ...::,n of Teachers of Ital-
- - :.'.: : ::-ted Prof essor H. D.

, : : c,f "Italica,,, the as-
:.::e:1r- bulletin, for 1933;:.::e:1r- bulletin, for 1933;
::.d Prof. J. G. Fucilla':::: L'niversity and Prof.

-- ::: e of the University- : :--:ulting eclitor-s.

SOCIETIES
r-: ::.-:=.:t\'al under the pat-

: : - I:aiian Ambassador in
, ' - - _--::usto Rosso, and the_:--u:LU r\u55U, allu LIlc

::.. i Ital1. in Nerv York,
:: -\ntonio Grossardi,- -,a-:d the new Italian
:.::,li Savoia, in New

: : .\;,ril 6, for the joint- : -. ,nardo da Vinci Art
- - ::-.: Thirtl.-fourth Street,

: - hieri Societr..
,-- :::,-,usand guests wefe

::s. a buffet supper
:.
i cntertainment in-
a,lu'ar-and tr{etro-

::. anloltg tlteII. Tul-
:::.el,:ated Italian
: S:::c:11-Dishon-

:- ::rt -\ir." anrl
:. ::.'1i,r sing-

,:;-.:a.n f rln-
.::: :t:Clricled

l.l:. -\nto-
-, S.ranni,- :. _ilec,rge
-: >' ainl l-

ra, Italian Vice-Consuls in Ncs, Yorli;
Grancl C)fhccr Joscph Ger1i, Count
Alfonso Iiacchctti-Guiglia, Grand Of-
ficer Gene Popc, anrl \lr. Italo Iiall)o,
cditor of "Il l)rogresso" ancl pres-
irlent of the Dante Aliglrieri Societl';
Conrnr. Lionello Perera, Conrrn. Fe-
lice Bava, Conrrn. Siro FLrsi, Grancl
Oflicer Alnrerindo Irortfolio, Cor.nrn.
\leriggio Serrati, Cornm. Angelo Ru-
-spini, Conrnr. Cosulich; Justices John
J. Freschi, l-ouis \.alente anrl Srrlva-
tore Cotillo; trIr. Hon-ar<l Eric,
Comrn. Enranuelc Gerli, Cornm. Pao-
lino Gerli, all of the board of clir-
ectors of the Leonarclo da Vinci Art
Sclrool; Cornnr. Stefano Berizzt,
Cornm. Ercole Locatelli, president of
the Italian Charnber of Commerce,
ancl Colonel George Ruppert.

'Ihe Leonardo da Vinci Art School,
establishecl in 1923 by a group of
pronrinent Italian citizens, seeks to
encourage the appreciation of good
art by the youth of toda1.. Professor
Attilio Piccirilli, noted sculptor, is
director of the school, aided by Pro-
fessors Giovanni Caggiano and \{i-
chele Falanga. On March 7 \Ir. Jos-
eph Gerli was clecorated by the Ital-
ian Consul General, on behalf of the
King of Italy, at a reception marking
the opening of the annual art ex-
hibition of the school.

The Dante Alighieri Societl', New
York Chapter, an Italian society in
a'll countries, u''as f ounded f or the
propagation of Italian culture.

The directors of the Italian Steam-
ship Line .generously offered the use
of their ships to the school ancl so-
c ie t1'.

tr{r. Remo Fioroni and I\,Ir. Giovan-
ni Caggiano rvere the secretaries of
the Committee in charge of the af-
fair.

Tullio Carminati
(S(t: IiQqt :j3, Col[],r/. l)

A nror-e to*,arcl greater unity in
Italo-r\merican life, nruch to bc dc-
sired, toolt place in Nervarlt l:rst rrlonth
u'hen relrrescntatives of aboLrt .+0 Ital-
ian orgar.rizatiorrs of all 1<inds-rnutual
benefit, liolitical and civic-gatliered
;rt tlie first congress of thc Iieclera-
tion of Italian Societies in that city.
Helcl at the heaclcluarters of thc Ital-
ian W:rr Vcterans, 166 Bloomfield
Avcnue, the bringing togethel of
these societies is creclitecl to the un-
tiring initiative and efforts of Dr.
Luigi l\{artLrcci, Atty. P. Raffonc and
Joseph Crisci.

The Nerv York State Grand Lodge
of the Incleper.rclent Order Sons of
Italy u'ill hold its grand annnal Festa
and dance at the Hotel Nerv Yorker
in Nerv York City on I\{a1' 21.

The Nastro Azzrtro Societ-v, com-
posed of Italian'"r'ar veterans who
have ben decorated rvith the nastro
azzLlrro or blue ribbon, last nronth
celebrated its centenary. Its head-
quarters are in Italy, and the New
York branch, un<1er the presidency
of Prof. Rev. Robotti, is at 251 W.
54th Street.

A new chapter was added last
month to the Junior Lodges of the
Order Sons of Italy in Arnerica, the
Abraham Lincoln Lodge No. 27 of
Brooklyn.

On April 23rd, the Junior Lodges
will hold a gala dance at the St.
George Hotel in Brooklyn.

Cav. Stefano Miele, Grand Venerable
of the Order and the man to rvhom
credit goes for having organized the
junior lodges, spoke recently over
Radio Station WOV, describing the
purpose, activities and the future of
the new movement.

A group of Italian-Americans of
Washington Heights and Inrvood, un-
der the leadership of Frank J. EPi-
fania, have organized and chartered
the Italian-Arnerican Civic League of
Washington Heights and Inu'ood, the
I)rlrpose of which is to unite citizens
of Italian descent in the comrnunity.
l'he first meeting was held on April
6th at the Paramount Mansion in New
York, although l-readquarters are at
587 West 181st St.

Sorne of the rnost active menrbers
a.:istirrg \lr. Epifania, n'lro is ex-
ecutive rnember of the ne\Y civic
league, are Joseph V. \{icciancio, Cav.
D. l3orgia, J. Denina, Dr. L. H. Ni-
cargi, Nicholas Pape, Alf red De
Filippis, Nicholas Verrastro and Jo-
selrh Tccce.

The Board of Directors of the Italy
Ar-nerica Societl', meeting last nronth
at the oflice of Par-rl D. Cravath and
rtncler the presiclencv of H. R. Win-
throp, :rpproved the progranr for

JJ
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coming year presented by Miss Carla
Orlando, secretary. Thi Society is
norv iu its l5th year.

At a meeting last month attended by
representatives of. 42 mutual benefit
societies of Providence, R. I., Dr.
T,uigi Cella, forrner Alderman, was
chosen president of the Colurnbian
Committee. The initiator of the Com-
mittee, Frank Andreano, was made
Honorary Presidcnt. and other officers
elected were B. Ortoleva, and D. Ma-
s_tronardi, vice-presidents, D. Mauro-
Corona, secretary, and V. Morsilli,
treasurer.

At the Casa Italiana of Columbia
University last month, under the
auspi_ces of the Dante Alighieri Society
of New York, a concert took plac-e
participated in by Remo Bolognini,
frrst assistant violin master of thc
Ph ilharrnon ic-Symphony Orchestra,
Rosa Tentoni,- sopran-o, and Pietro
Cirnara of the Metropolitan Opera
Corrpany. The president of - 

tlre
societl', Dr. I. C. 

- Falbo, spol<e on
Wagner and ltaly.

_ The Columbian League of Ilings
County, at a rneetins 

-iast 
ruonth it

its headquarters, 107- Picrrcpont St.,
Brooklyn, inducted its neu, officcr-sinto office, u'ith Countv Register A.
l. l_acoby prcsiding an<1 a.ii.ted by
the Judges C. J. Liota and S. Sabba-
1i9o. The nerv officials are A. J.I\[ayo, ples.; J. Par.ascandolo, L. E.
I)r'ago and V. Ferrcr.i. r icc-presidcnts;
J. Sav:Lrese. e\ec. scc.; A. R. Cinque,
lreas.: H. Rigauo. rcc. scc.: L. Za1>'-
pala, fin. sec.; and G. F. Tabone, cor-
responilin g secretary.

A group of l.omen ancl young l-o-lrren have organizecl zr t,olncn's
section of the Annex l)istrict Dcnto-
cratic Club in Nerv Yorli. At the
clrrb's lrcarlrlnarters. 381I Wlritc Irlains
Itoad, the Blonx. last rrrontlr tlrer.in-
rlrrcterl tlrc [ollorring irrto office:- F.lla
Beninlrlo. 1,res.; llary Jcrotre, iice-
prt's.: Clrristine Ritclrie, treas.; X[:rr.g-
are t Guarascia, l-ec, sec.; Helen
XtIaffia, corr. sec.

Free naturalization aid furnished to
slightly r.r_rore than 4500 aliens during
tl.re nronths of January and Februar!
at the branches of the National
I-eagr.re _ for American Citizenship
brings the total nur.nber of such per-
sons tvho have been helped so farthis year - to get their -citizenship
papers 'n'ithorrt cost to thenr for this
assistance to a figrrre that prontises
'r'r'ell to surpass tlrat of I9J1 an,l 19.JJ.

On tarious evenings of the u eeli
throLrghout tlre year, withorrt inter--
ru.ptior-r cxcept for holidays, groups of
alicns in the Bronx gathei in the hallsof the Woodstock Prrblic Library at
761 F.. 160th Street on Nlonday e-r,'en-
ings from T to g P. X,[., to receive free
assistance frorn the branch secretaries
of the League. These secretaries have
had nlany years of experience in
natnralization lr-ork rvith different
agencies and in some cases rvith the
Governrnent itself. The aliens corne
from all parts of Greater Nerv York
and nrany of thern become users of thc
library itself as a direct result of their
introduction to their local br.anch
through this naturalization .rvork.

ATLANTICA, AP'RIL, 1933

The secretaries for the League fill
out application forms for the aliens
who seek first or second papers or
who desire to verify their ariival in
this country. They also look into the
l.natter of applications that have beenlong delayed, help aliens rvho are
rveak in thc information that is re-qlired of them ir-r order to qualify for
citizenship and extend geneial aid to
aliens who seem to be in difficulty.
Because of the unemployment situi-
tion, large numbers of aliens are seek-
ing to become citizens in order that
they can be assured of retaining their
positions.

Aliens are rvelcome to bring their
problems to tl"ris branch for solution.

president of the festa was Gr. Uf f .

Generoso Pope and the Chairman was
Judge John J. Freschi. The Festa
was alranged by Leonard Covello oi
the Delrartment of ltalian of the
school.

The purpose of the Festa was tr\ro-
fold: to increase interest in the studr
of Italian, and to raise tnoney for the
Student Aid Fund to take care oi
needy students.
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The fellowships au'arded every year
by. the. Guggenheirn Foundation, aver-
aging $2500 each, are arnong the mosi
prized of all honols, and are given ro
foster the work of persons of excep-
tional talent, selectid annually froi::
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more than 1000 applicants.
One of those to be selected this

year, in the field of art, rvas Mrs. Car-
lotta Petrina, artist and book illus-
tr ator of tsrookll'n. She lras exhibited
frequently and illustrated an editior-
of Nlilton's "Paratiise Lost" ancl o:
Norman Douglas's "South Wind.,'

Gold, silver and bronze meclals rvere
conferred last month bv the Italian
Gor-ernnrent on a ferv A-mer-icans an.j
Ital,r-Americans rvho, eitlrer hy finar:-
cial contributious or otlreru-iie, lrar.,;
advancetl Italian culture in America.

Gold rneclals were arvarclecl to Di.
Cornm. Charles Paterno, t-onrm. Jc.-seph Paterno ancl Cornm. Xlichael
Paterno, all of Nerv Yorlt.

ffi

d.!T

Sil'r.er medals r','ere arvarcled to prof.
Walter Brrlloclr of Cl,i"ao^ F'.pn.-ter Brrllock of Clricago, Frede-

t V. Blanl<rrer anrl Tanet Richard;ricka V. Blanliner and Janet Ri
of \\'ashington, D. C., iIons. Antoni
lsoleri 

"n?t 

- 
F.ot. ij.irts. Nietscire IE

of Nerr. Yorlt.
Recipients of the bronze r.nedal

u-c.re Prof. Rrr,Iolplr Altrocc]1i (2 c.6,,
trrl)utor to "Atlarrtica" in tlris issrre

Frank J. Epifania
(Scd Pegc 33, Colrr?,r,t. :l )

EDUCATION AND CULTURE

Gold nredals t ere conferred last
rrnonrlr b-r' tlre llali:rn Gor.er.nrrreut.
throrrglr Corrrur. Arrtonio Grossardi,
Italian Consrrl General in Nerv York,
91 f_out outstanding Italian educators,
i'rof. 2ino 13igorrgiar.i, head of the
Jtalien Dcpartrrrcniof Coltrrrrbia Uni-
vLrsity: Dr. Angelo Lipari, since 192-{
lread of thc Italian belrartrnerrt of
Yale University; Prof. Lionardo Co-
vello, head of the Italian Department
of D,e Witt Clinton High Scliool ; and
P_r'of. Anselo Patri, priricipal of p. S.
45 a_nd nalionally knon.n through lris
sl ndicated newspal)er art iclei arrd
radio talks as one of the forernost of
American educators.

Tlte ceremonl' tooli place at the
Casa Italiana of- ColurrrbL t'nirlersitr.
rvhere Prof. Giuseppe Prezzolini, iii
director, introduced Conrnr. Grossardi.
A tea preceded the presentation.

For the benefit of the Student Aid
Fu.nd _of . the De Witt Clinton High
School in Nerv York earlr. this
rrronth an Italian Festa, tlre 20tlr an-
nual one of its kind, took place. The
progrant consisted of r.nusic by the
school band, Italian folk songi ar-rd
folk dances by the Italian Choral
S.oci_et1', two short one-act plays in
Errglish and Italian, and seleciions br-
prornirrent Italian singers. Honorarl-

and Father Alberto Jlranclisi of Sar
Frarrcisco; Jrrlia Cunilrcrti of \\-aslr
inctorr, D. C., flons. llor.e oI Pror.i
rlerrce, R. [., flons. _Tose1,lr Tonel]o o
Trcs .\n-..eles, Corrrriess Li:i Cipr-iar:

liana of Columbia Linir.ersitv c,.
Saturclar evening of llarch 4ti:

of Chicago, ar.rcl Prof. Domenico Vit &
tc,rini of Philadelphia.

The "Circolo Italiano" of \\rashinr
tou I rtiug Er-erring Hielr Sclrool gai-
a concert ancl clance at the Casa Ita

lte
fol

Or er 200 people attenderl tlre Iunc
tion. llarr1- rr'cre euests from Ne
Yorlr t nir-ersitr', College oI tlre Ci:
of Nen' York ancl llanhattan Collee
Tlrere \\'cre a nrrrrrlrer. of facult
adr.isors f rom the high scho,.
itself, ancl f rom lnetropolitan ir
stitutions. The concert recitals l-e
especialll' rl.e11 rendered. IIiss Etlr
Candel sang a grollp of Italiasongs. tr{iss \ arie Signorilli sa::
tu'o folk songs. Both lvere accc,::
panied by trIiss Anita Candela. Lare -
\liss flildred Palerrno gave a piar.
forte solo: she plal-ed-a Beetirole
sonata, ancl slre rvas follo.rved br' \{:.
Doroth_v l)ell Potter, the rarlio a:
clroir singer, u'lro renrlered s,:,=
vocal selections.

During the earlr- part of April ::
"Circolo Italiano"-r,r.lll give a conct-urr curu I Lailano Will gtve a COnC
at tr.hich the famous l1'ric tenor, G
seppe De Benedetto, r,vell-kn,: -

artist of station WEAF, rvill ofre:
program of Italian songs.

TIre officers of tlre "Circolo
rro" are \,Iiss trfildred Zuchero,
John .Generale, r-ice-pres.; and
L anrprone, sec.-treas., tvith Dr.

T.^
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:-: ::;- Canclela ar.irl
:.- as iacr-rltl'ad-

: :::e \eri- -\ge"
: -<::uie recentll-

'.':-- Hall in Ne'w
,::i.-ia Blankner',

alian of \-as-

,i Colurnbia
?-.i nlonth on:'.'trJ"'at tlle
::c \erv York
F,. 110th Strcet.
,iie, u'ho is itt

.e.iion of that
c i tire iecture.

\..'erarcli spoke
l Fascism" be-
Il:anclr of the
r,,n in Provi-

r.,1re listed in
, >1'racusc Uni-
: I-ilreral Arts
.-. -I,rhn Fantaci
>i :actlse.

H ,tel in \\'-ash-
J Lr,l gc \\'' c n cle I I

.:e::eri the Italy
\\.:r.lrirrgton orr

: C, )1tre(1_\".

-'?-r s t tt rlc n ts of
.:'-it,r'Sclrool of
.: lirrri ]rinattce

Ir,,llor sitl(lCtrts
:lrat institution.

:.:-,lini, Alttlron-t.
::illl,, I-oLti,s A.
.'ri antl Cano \[.

:.".,,f \[irldlelrrirl'
::rr', \'ernorrt, is

: -::r1,-r of $100 cach
,::i.i:in at llirlrllc-
:rr:r(r sc5sion. Foi:

I )r. Galrriclla
,-,11rt, \\'cl1cs1c1',

Fredericka Blankner
(Scc Paltc 2+, Colulttlt 3\

colo Italiano of Boston, ancl bronzc
r.iredals on Professors G. C. \Vood of
I)artrnouth, A. H. Ilarter 9f Arnherst,
ll argarct H. Johnson of \Ve lleslel-,
\largaret Itoolic of Snrith, ancl \larl'
V. \-oung of llount Hol_r'olie.

Peter ll. Canrlron, l'1ro continnes to
lcctnrc irr r-aricus citics on Ital;all
contrilrntions to u'orltl atlvancenrcnt,
slrolie rcccntll' lrefore thc Senior

'\sscnrlrh'of _fohnson Citl- (N. Y.)
I-Iitlr Sclrool; the Catholic Dauglrters
r,{ -\titcric:r in C-ortlatrtl, N. Y-; a
glroulr of l tali:rn-.\rrcrican lrusincss
rrrcn irr I'assaic ,,ruzlnizirrg a clulr,
arrrl tlrc \\'orncrr's l-itcrar_r'ClLrlr of
ClLllicoon, N. \'.

FIis aurlicnt:cs alc stili crtirusiastic
alrl ,\l r. C:trlp,,rr "car-rics orr."

Liberino l'atricelli ,rf Scattlc,
\\'aslrirretorr, rcccntlr- \\-()n A licrlical
sclr,il:trslrip for lJarvalrl L'nivcrsitr-.
H, i. lL rrl:t,itt:Llc ,'f tlrt t'rrir, r-itr' ^f\\ a-lrirrrt,,rr, lrr\ irrr rr', r'irr',1 e Il.S.
tlrcre in 1!1.10.

Professor ,\. I) Iit.aron of 8851)'l'crracc I)rivc, llcrl;clcl-, lres ju-.1
rcceivcrl frorrr tlre ltrcss of ,Janrcs

Gillick and Company of Berkeley his
trarrslation of "IIajor Logic." Pro-
fessor Fearon lras luade t"he transla-
tion rvith additions and explanations
fror.n the rvorli of Rev. Francis Var-
vello, Professor of Philosophy, Turin,
Italy, for his own students in the
University of San Francisco. The
forervord is by Rev. lVilliam Loner-
gan, President of the IJniversitv of
Sarr Frarrcisco. TIris is tlre seiorrrl
volume put out by Professor Fearon,
ancl he has otheri in process of comi
pletion.

The American Association of'l-eachers of Italian, at its annual
r-neeting held recentlv at Yale Uni-
versitl', elected the follorving officers
for the current year:
_ Honorary presiclent, Charles H.
Grandgent of Harvard- Univer.sity.
. President, Ernilio Goggio, Unlver-

sit]' of Toronto.
Vice-Presidenrs, Kennetlr McKenzieof Prirrccton Urriversitv and Hilda

Norrrrarr of L'niversit-r. oi Chicago.
Secrctar'_v-'l'reasrrrei, CanrillS p.

f Ier]ino. Urriver-sit_r. of 1\l iclrigan.
_ - 

Councilors, Angclo Lipaii, yale
LTnir-ersit,r': \\:alter l-. Builock, Uni-
r-ersitv oI Chicaeo; Fretlericka Blank-
ner, Vassar College_

Professor Le orrarcl Covello r eportetl
in Januarl- that there \vere about 900
stntlents taliins Italian at De \\,'itt
Clinton High Sclrool, n'ith 1000 or
tnorc probablr. cnrolletl for the corn-
llrq Icar.

r ctlal
a cotl
i; sne-i Sar: \\-ash

i Proli
:: r'l lo o
Cipriarr
:co \tit

- -- , ,,rl S-a!e
: Lesa Ita-

Angelo Patri
(S(c Pe!(' ?,1, ('olu'n!t

RELiGION
With tlrc \Io,.1 Rcvercnd Pictro

Iiunr:rsoni-Ilionrli, --\postolic Dclegate
to tlrc UnitcrI Statcs arrtl trIcrico,
('levirtc([ to tlrc rarrli of a Carrlirral
lar:t lnolttlt, tlrc ncr,r' -\irt,stolic I)cle-
gate is tlrc \iost I{cr"crcrtrl -\nrlcto
[iior anni Cicrignani, a nrcrrrirer of
f,rur r,f tlrc r:r-cat Rorrran coltgrega-
tiirrs antl of tlrc I)ontifical Cortrnris-
.ion f,,r Jiussia. .\ccortline' to "lfintc,"
tlrt: rrceliiv lctvsrrrtgazilc, "-\ rres'
S-l{)0,000 Ilcrr:riss:rncc r-illa is bcing
lrnilt for thcr U. S. i)eJegatc on Wash-
ing-ton's I'.nrlrass,r. llon' (\l:rssaclm-
sctts -Avc.). l t u ill contain living
(luarters, clranccrr- offices, a sl)len(lor-
otts clrapcl, a irrrit 1u'ith scparatc c11-
trarrcc ) f or enlertairrnrcnts. \\,'uslrirrg-
t()n lr()stesses linou'bettcr than to
attclr)l)t to lionizc thc I)opc's rcprc-
scntatir,'c or to gct invited itl hini for
i('il nl ,lirtrit.r-. \o rVorrrari i. evcr
iirclrrrled anrong tire Apostolic Dele-
gate's g11csts."

Last rrronth nrarkerl tlre cortrplction
of tlrc sccontl year of tlre net'Colurn-
lrus Hospital in Ncu. York, operated
l,l- tlrc llissionarl' Sisters of the
Sacrcrl Heart.

Tlre Italian Rarbe rs' Benevole nt
Societl- announcccl last month,
tlrrorrg)r its pre-siclent Giuseppc Susca,
tlrc clonation of $100 annuallv for tlre
ttpliccp oi t)re lrospital, an action that
rvas l'arn1r- grcete(1.

Recerrtlr', too, lliss Felice Caffera-
ta, treasurer of the Laclies Ar-rxiliary
of the Colunrbns Hoslrital, of rvhich
lIrs. r\ntonio Pisani is presitlent,
trarle a rcport for the 1-ear endirlg
Fcbruarl' 1933, shos'ing a total of
rtrorc than .$6000 r aised for the Hos-
pital through d11es, clonations, briclge

., Enrico Santini
- :. Il, rctor of Juris-
i: l tlrc University-'.':. Santini \\'as an

.',\'ar ancl is nou' a
: lirscrr-e Ollicers

S::rt,,ne, of Provi-
: :: 1r'car studcnt of
: . :.:,1 L-nivcrsitl-, rvas
.'c: tll of a Jatnes
:i..1,,n'.1rip for tl-re

- :t:1,,,11,

,,: -:iante of 62 Ra1'
.:,r'n. s'as rccerttly

. -- ,larship for pro-
:..: arrrl for her en-
r::,.':]' in social mar.ri-
::c Italian Alunrni
:1.- - 7-1th Str:eet. lliss
:--- rnterccl Brooklyn

:tr\- of Education
cr- ille(lalS on the
:arv and the Cir-

: ,nt Nc\\'l
i rlrc Citt I

::-.'' C.llcge. l

i facultr'.
: - :: sch ool
' ,litan in-

-.--i:als rvere
\liss Ethel

f Italian
-:. :illi sanS,

. c: c aCCOlll-1 --'.ula. Later,l
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-, ll!'ethoveli'
.,'. t'1 br. \Iiss
. :arlio and
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11r.ti5s, ,and_ the annual opera benefitu'lrrch rlris Januar,r. netteci gl,Sji.

...-{:-:9riinq. to- . Erloartlo -\[arolla.
H,ll,llE rn ,,La Voce ,let po;;i;;'*i
r-l.errort last montlr, the first'",i,i oi.ol llle greatest rrriisionaria.; ;n f to',,"_

il.{n,u-::' 
1;.. *\ili'f , lil';E* : 

j;;;
--]:::l ii^L?tu in 17e2. rre became aql::1. ,n t827.an.d in l8.lj t,. ."r',.",,
*11..i,." , wittr. F attrers A.;"t;i ;,,i_r\obrlr. . J_earrring Errglislr, ;, f-S'+:.-i,"Degan iris rr.orlt- arndns tl," i,,,i;oii.tn_wlrat i... norr tlre Srate "f \\ra.ii_rngton. Slrortll. af rer lre ,r;. ;;;,;:_,*^.il.,l r: tlre Sinta ffa.;",,'r;__i"',,''o,,lJltter Roo.t. River irr \restcrn .\lon_tana, a .n-ild territorv.

^..T1.f. he taughr rlie Indians agri_
:il]1",r", an.d. ma1.v other usefrrl a-ris.\vluctr .tre. himself participareJ ir.-H.:
?:_.1"-t the first pi,armac-,.tlrere arrtl
::: J.*1. rvas ilre rlistrict.s onlV rloc_
:yj I nus he u.orkerl till ci.curn_
:11-S.r lorced .lrinr to at,rn,t,n''ti,.mrssro.n, follorving rvlriclr he l;;;";;;;A,rovrng. missionarl, tt,.ors-t,o,ii..ii,"
Y":1... Sixlegn years iater," t,on.erlerlre rerrlrned to Santa trlaria Nission,
)vhe.1e^.he continuetI to ,,.o.t. unriiitJ, 18f4,.at ttre 

"g. of 92, Ii. ji;.i:
rrrs oea.ll. u.as a loss to tlre entire
:jat:. of Monrana, .n,t -;n"'r1,"''.iiy
or stevensville business \\ as sus_

3FT:.#?lr:ire flags lowerecl r,".uuic

y,".".!:!i f+f,' ";'J;:t:l.,',;f,,);)loecoratron_, lhat of the Gran tr",.;.;i;
h, T,:' t1 j:, ril;;m 

"Y 

; r i ii,.- d.i;,i.

,^^3!: Trial .of Jesus" was the sub_Ject ,ot an^address early tlrii ;;;th
,r."^,,f .u,_, Comm.- A. F;.;i;" #",'h;
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Pearce F. Franklin
(Sc<) I,ege 37, Colultln S)

BUSINESS, PROFESSIONAL &
OCCUPATIONAL

The llarch issue of the Bulletin of
the Italian Chamber of Commerce of
Chicago contains the nervs of the
recent election of new officers for the
conring vear.

Santo Garofalo, head of the firm
of Garofalo Bros. Co., rir-as electerl
presirlent. trlr. Garofalo. 38 r-ears
olcl, is a native of Sicilv.'

Tlre vice-presirlents elected were
trIessrs. Anelli and Pecci De Nicto-
lis, n-ith Cav. Vincenzo Formusa as
treasurer and Atty. George Spatuz-
za as Legal Counsellor. Giovanni
Ugolini s'ill continue as secretary.

The Board of Directors is made
rrp of the follorving:
_ Dr. trf. Aclrogna, Cav. F. Bragno,
Cav. E. trIaglione, A. trfatucci,- L.
Marcucci, E. Toniati, V. Chiara. T.
Antognoli, A. \lorici and S. Euald.-

One of the "conservators" ap-
pointed last month following the
banking crisis rvas Achille G. Ver-
vena, treasurer of the Columbus Ex-
change Trust Company of Provi-

Mildred Zuchero
(gcc Patc 31, Collo1r1L 3)

dence, R. I. The State Cornrnissic:-.:
of Banks appointed him to han:-:
the business of the same bank.

. An ..-e.rcellent little publication :.
the "r\Iorgagni Nelvsll-etter,', :..
nronthly organ of the Lambda F:,-l{u trIedical -Fraternity. The follc...;-lng excerpt lrom the Nlarch issue ::
sclf-explanatory:

"Abor-rt one 
-hundred 

eligible nr=:-
are no\!'.studying at the Regia U:::-
versitd di Roma. Amongst t-hese a:.
several of our fraterniiv brotl.re:-..
Several of these have -written 

se-parately for recognition. We are i::
receipt of a cablegram from Brorire:
i)ante Crisonino, a letter from Br:-
t)rer Scalzo, and a ioinr one fr.,::.
Rroth_ers Joseph Saitilaro, Thorrra.
Angelone and Charles Policastro. I:
remains f or our central group :.:
smooth out a few wrinkles.

"The final word rests in the gran:-
ing of permission by his Exce[enc....
Premier iJenito Muisolini. We fei-
hopeful of favorable action mainlr.
because the aims of our organizatio;:
are in keeping with the qualifications
expected of us. Get together, fellow.s.
and let's start a strong nucleus or'
Cilcoli Morgagni in Italy.','Ihe Lambda Phi Mu Medical Fra-
ternity is the largest Italian-Amer-
ican, national, proflssional fraternitv
in the United States. It comprises
numerous chapters scattered through-
out the country. Five new chaptirs
are being formed in ltaly, as Circoli
Morgagni, i,n Rome, Naples, Turin,
fiologna and Milan.

By royal decree of the Italian Gov-
ernment, Dec. 22, 1932, it has been
fixed that the number of decorations
that may be given out during theyear 1933 are limited to the follow-
ing, in the Order of the Crown ofTtall': Cavalieri di gran croce. 26:
Gr-a-ndi Ufficiali, 204; Commendatori,
li9Z; Ufficiali, 2J55; and Cavalieri,
83.10.

The annual dinner-dance of the Ar-
colian Dental Arts Societv of Chi-
cago was held recently in'that citv.
The committee in charge of the ai-
fair. held by the Society, which is
made up of Italo-AmeriCan dentists,
rvas chairmanned by Dr. A. Pecaro.
Officers of the Societv for lgJJ are
P-..F. P.. Tufo, pres.; Dr. Ci.t ;.Madda, , vice-pres.; Dr. L. Griset6,
sec.; and Dr. Michael De Rose, treas.

Among those recently made hon.
orary members of the New york Aca
demy of tr{edicine is Professor Ro-
berto Alessandri, professor of ana-
tom-v at the University of Rome and
u'ell-known throughout Europe as an
outstanrling surgeon.

Charles Giammatteo of Wilming-
ton, De1. has been elected president
of the Retail I{eat Dealers 

-Associa-

tion of that city.
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A committee_ of welcome recentlvgreeted Rev. Cav. Fel;ce bi'p.';;i;.re.ctor of the Church 
"f *. if"a.r"lof the Rosary.in Jersey e;ii.;;."tt,on hrs return from a tiip to'Italy."'

^.Rev. C 
_ 
trIolinari, rector of tlre

!-hgfslr of St. Micha.t tt " n..t 
"nn.ltn Lnlcago, 1\,as tendered a banqietrecentl-y. !y fti. friends on the occa-sion of his _having been made 

" Cfr"_valrer oi the Order of tlre Crorvrrof Italy.

A nerv Italian church has beener.ectetl in_ Baritan, N. J., .af iea- if')eLhrlrctr oi St. Anna. Rev. Amedeo
Russg is its rector. Emile G. p;-.;;;
and F. La Ferrara rvere the 

"..frii".iand contract.o_r, respecti\-ell.. ii;;r.
-\l aurlce Spt llane, vicar_general ofllre I)iocese of Trenton, \\.as present
at the cleclication.

The 6th annrral charity ball
Lucy's Holv Name Societv in
ark, compo-e,l of 150 I taiian
men, rvill be heid on April rl
Neriv'ark Athletic Club.

An "Italian Nieht" .rvas held last
month at the Astor Hotel in New
York by the Foreign Commerce Club,
the seventh in a series of foreign
nights, at rvhich representatives ;f
Italy u'ere present. Consul General
Antonio Grossardi rvas the guest of
honor.
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PUBLIC LIFE
Among those tvho lost their lives

carll'tlris nronth in tlre tragic sinlt-
ing of the naval airshili Aliron rverc
t\\'o nren of Italian blood. Josep\
7,anetti, aviation rlacl.rinist's nrate, of
Ballston Lake, N. Y., rvas a nrenrbcr
of the Aliron's crer., rvhilc Pascluale
Ilettio rvas chief maclrinist's mate on
tlre Navy Rlinp J-3, rvhich fell into
the rr'ater off the Nerv Jerser. coast
in the search for the Akron's pos-
silrle survir.ors. He rvas attached to
Lalielrurst.

Hon. Vincent Palmisano
(Bee Page 37, Colunln 2)

A move has been started among
Democrats of South Philadelphia, es-
pecially the large Italo-American
group, to have Atty. W. A. S. La-
petina appointed as Judge of the
Common Pleas Court, No. 3 by
Gov. Pinchot, to succeed to the place
recently left vacant by the death of
the former Juclge Ferguson.

During a debate in Congress last
month on tlie Celler bill to remove
limitations on the number of liquor
prescriptions that may be issued by
physicians, a bill that subsequently
passed, Congressman Blanton, De-
mocrat, of Texas, indiscreetly refer-
red to Congressman Palmisano, of
XIaryland, as an "ex-bartender."

"It's worse than the beer bill,"
Blanton, leader of the drys in the
debate, shouted, "The rvets are run-
ning true to form. You even liave a
rvet, a former bartender, presiding
over the House. He should have on
a rvhite apron, and every doctor in
the country should have on a rvl.rite
apron." .

Palmisano, to lvhom he referred,
relinquished the gavel and took the
f loor, saying in-rpassioneclll- :

"Yes, I l.rave been a bartender. I've
never denied it. I command the res-
pect of every rnan, lvoman, and child
in my district." He explained tl-rat
he rvas an Italian by birth and that
his constituents in Baltin'rore tvere
largely citizens of foreign extraction.
As a 1.oung man he had tended bar
there for a tin-re. Asserting his op-
position to prohibition, he saicl: "I
sarv the evils then, and I see the
evils norv."

To fill the place of Alderrnan of
the 20th District in Nerv york Citv,
lecently left r-acant b1' the election oi
Jarne-s- J. Lanzetta, as Congressman,
H. Warren Hubltarcl, Democratic
lea.der of tlre district, last rrronrh ap-
poirrted Pasqrrale J. Fiorilla to llris
po sltron.

In the auditoriurn of Iiarringer
High_ School in Nervarlt, N. J. iist
rnonth, Judge Nicholas Albano'of the
Third Crirninal Court of the city,
slroke hefore 1600 niglrt sclrool stu-
rlents on the duties of citizenslrip.
Judge Alltano, wl.ro is the author of
the recently published book: ,,Good
\lorning, Judge!", is a candidate for
Citv Corrrnrissioner in Neu.ark.

Governor Ely of Massachusetts last
rnonth appointed former Representa-
tive Felix A. \.{arcella of Boston as
a member of the tr'Ietropolitan Dis-
trict Comnrission, at a salary of $1000
altlrorrglr, in spite of the .ala.y,
Inembership in that body is regarded
as _ important, for it lras clrarge of
prrblic s'orks.

The Citizens' Committee and the
Nervark TaxPavers' Association are
in support of the rnovement to elect
Juclge Anthonl, F. llinisi as one of
the four Cit1. Commissioners of New-
ark.

Cav. Joseph A. Tomasello lvas last
rnonth reappointed by Nlayor Curley
to tlre City of Boston Appeal Board.
for the term ending aprit lO, t9:6.
Cav. Tornasello is rrow clrairman of
the Board.

-Pietro Calcaterra, the Italian mayor
of the town of Norlvav in North
1\Iiclrigan, is basins his cimpaign for
re-election on the fact that during the
past year the city's expenses have
l;een c:ul 54Vo.

Congressman Peter A. Cavicchia of
Ner,vark, N. J. rvas last month ap-
pointed to the House of Representa-
tives Banking and Currency Com-
mittee in Washington, D. C.

Dr. Giovanni Giurato, who has been
for some time Italian Vice-Consul in
Pittsburgh, Pa., was last month pro-
moted to the rank of Consul in the
same city.

Former Judge J. Victor D'Aloia of
Nervark, N. J. recently won a legal
victorf in that city in the trial of
Serritella and five companions on a
legal question which, by being ap-
pealed to a higher court, set a pre-
cedent.

Pearce R. Franklin, counsellor at'larv, is a candidate for City Commis-
sioner in Nervark. I{r. Franklin, witlr
offices at 744 Broad St., rvas a mem-
ber of the House of Assembly of
Nerv Jersey during the sessions of
192I and 7922, lormer Secretary to
the Senate President and Assistant
Secretary to the New Jersey Senate.

FINE ARTS
Giulio Setti, chorus master of the

\[etropolitan Opera Company, was
recently presented with a bronze tab-
let in comr.nemoration of his trventr'-
fir'e 1'ears rvith the organization. His



7-

38

assistants an(1 the entire chorus took
lrart in thc presentation. GiLrlio Gat-
li-Casazza, general nranagcr of the
opera contpanl', thankecl \1r. Sctti on
bchalf of the conrpanl'for his ser-
vices cluring his long association rvith
the N etropolitan. The tablet tlas in-
scrilred as f ollor,r's:

"'1-o N[aestro Giulio Setti, rvho for
the past trventy-five 1'ears ltas guidecl
to the highest successes the chorus
of the X'Ieiropolitan of Nerv York, liis
collaborators ancl the members of thc
chorus Itar c lrad tlreir nanlcs ell-
gravecl in this bronze as a Proof of
ih"i. esteem, gratitude ancl good
rvishes."

"Mussolini Spea1is," thc f cature-
length lilm procluced b1' Colunrbia
Ijiciurcs showing the achiever-nents of
the Italian Pretnier, interspersed by
action scenes of the l)uce delivering
a specch, r.vith running conrtnent- ll1'
I-oivell Thonras, rvas presentetl last
nronth at the Palace Thcatre in Nerv
York, rvhere it had cor.rsitlerable suc-
cess, lreing heltl ovcr for trvo s'eelts
bcfore goir.rg alror.rt the coltntrl-. ()rtt-
standing atnong thc grcat Italiarl's
uttcranc.cs rvere tl,e line-s "lf I atl-
lancc, f ollorv rle; if I retreat, kill
rrrr': if I flll, artrrge rttcl" arr'1 "'l-lrc
lrast clocs not exist for trre. I atlr
intcrestcd onlf in thc future."

Last tnotttlt tlie J,conardo tl:r Yinci
:\rt Sclrool of Nes' York heltl its an-
nual art crhilrit of the rvorli c,f its
stuclcnts at its ttcu'qtlarters, l-19 F-ast
iJtlr Strtet. l,csi,lc- a l,rogralll of
runsic, tlre cvcnt \yas featrtrctl lll- a
reception to the Italian Cottsltl (letr-
cral, Cc,nrnr. Antonio Grossartli.

The Ttalo-Anrcrican Club I'la1'ers of
Providcncc, R. I. last rnontlr lrrcscnt-
c11 the tlrrcc act cornedr', "Is 7,at
So ?". ,Josepir Lorcnzo coached tlre
1rlal'ers in tlre pla-v, t)rc prc,ccetls of
rvhich n cnt for thc clttb's e rlncatiotral
activitics.

ATL.\NTICA, APRIL, 1933

Setti
ColuiltlL 3)

The Educational Cor.nmittee, rnade
up of Arthur Falcone, chairman, Ar-
thur Farniglictti, Benjamir.r Colavec-
chio, Ar.rtlrelv Venturoni and Alex
13evilacc1ua, Iras preparecl a brief series
of lecturcs fc.ir this Spring, the first
of rr'hich '"i'ill be b1' Professor Felix
Iiorte of the larv faculty of lloston
Unir.e rsitl'.

Under the auspices of the Italy
,r\merica Socictl. of Nerv York, tr{aria
Carreras, pianist, laave a recital last
rronth at the Astor Galleries in the
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in Ner,v York.

\Iaria Carreras'art has gained a
consicleralrle rcputation in Germar.ry,
Russia, France, Spain, Itall', Et.tg-
lzLnrl, Scanclinavia, and Portugal,
l'lrere she has rcpeatcclly plavecl in
over t\\'o hunclred and fift1' citics. In
three sezrsons, shc has play'ed two
Irnnclrcrl anrl fciurtccn concerts in
Sorrth America.

In C)ctober, 1932 X{adarne Carreras
appearerl *ith thc Philharlnonic-S1'rn-
'l'r,scanini conrlltcting, ancl she appcar-
erl agairr as soloist unrlcr the baton of
I rrez l,auritano, violinist, and XIiss
Alrla Astori, pianist.

A joint rccital l-as given la-st nronth
in thc ALr<litoriurn of thc Ca-sa Ita-
1i:rna of Clolurnbia Uni,,'crsitv in Nerv
\-orli, urrlcr the dircction of \Iacstro
Allrerto l:|inrboni arrd featuring \iiss
lnez I-aurit:rno, r.irilinist, anrl fIiss
,\lrla .\stori, pianist.

"The CerrtaLrr,":r rvorli of scrrlpture
bv Lurlovico Fcrrag-lio of Brolilvn,
l as inclurlctl in the recent arrrrual ex-
lrilrition of the National Acadenrr- of
l)c.ign at tlre Anlc|i('tut FiIc .\rts
Glrllcriqr irt \llrrrlrattan.

Rose llicciartli, -.611p2n,r, nrade her
Ner- York dclir.rt in a recital at Chalif
IIall in Ncu-\'ork earlv this rnonth
lrcf,rrc a largc:rntl fricndlv anrlicnce.

The Casa Italiana's last concert o;
thc season un<lcr thc dircctior.r oi
\I:restro Allrcrto Ilirnlroni tooli placr
c:rrll'this nronth at the fIc\Iillin Aca-
rlenric llrc'atre of Coluntiria Unilcr-
sitr'. Anrong tlre artists fcatnrerl l ere
IIi.r \\'in,,rrn liirrrl','rri, int( rl,r'ctati\r
rlancer, \[r. Benjan'rin I)c I-ciaclte.
lraritone, antl \Iiss I nez Lanritanr,.
violinist.

A decorative pancl b1- Bruno Neri
of Pertli Arrbor., N. J., n'as recentll'
e-rlribitecl at thc Architectural I-eague
Erhibition in Netv Yorlr.

Dante Iriorillo, I'or.rtlrful Italian-Am-
crican composer, has rcccntll' "rlis-
c,rvcrerl a c()r]rposcr u-ho, alt)rorrgir a
Gcrrnan br-irirth, iras crealetl u'orks
tlrat slroulc[ be linorvn all or.er ]'lrr-
lope." r\Ir. Fiorillo has nndertalten to
promote thcse u,orks in this countrv,
having alreadl' givcn trvo ratlio pro-
grar.ns of the rvorks of the comlroser,
Dr. Krrrt 13e1.'thien.

Remo 13olognini, first assistant
violin master of the Nc."v \lork Phil-
harmonic-51.rnphor.rv Orchestra, $'as
the soloist of that internationally
farnous nusical organizatior.r ir.r the
Xlendelssohn violin concerto dnring
the rveek of April 16th in Nel' York,
nntler the baton of ]faestro Arturo
'l'o scanini-
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MEI[-.'WOMEN...
a great

()PP()RTUNITY
TO EARN

EXTRA

M(lNEY
You can establish a well-paying busi-
ness in your community. You will
make $1.00 or more an hour in your
spare time. Think of what it would
mean at the end of the week. As a
representative of ATLANTICA you
could obtain subscriptions from people
you know, You need no experience,
need no capital. We furnish every-
thing necessary. There is no obliga-
tion in asking how.
DO IT NOW!

Giulio
( S(c Pe!rc 3i,
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I^ROLLA'I'A la piramirle tli WallV Strect, propagatasi in un balenola feb_hre della disperazione, chiusi
1.utti d'un colpo i passaggi a livello
della vita econonrica, gli americani fu-rono presi da quel panico, da quello
sgomento, da quell'affollamento di
pe.nsieri e di paure che incoglie i cor-ridori quando sono improviisamente
immobilizzati a pochi passi dal tra-
guardo per una beffarda fataliti. del
destino.

Sono cinque anni che in America
sta avvenenclo questa salutare rivolu-
zione psicologica. Gli uomini chc
speravano di correre sempre, per un
brusco ritorno della loro coscienza, si
chiedono ora perchd mai correvano
tanto, perchd mai loro soli stando
fermi sono tanto infelici. Si accorgono
<ii essersi allontanati troppo dallJsor-
genti dell'umaniti, di aver acquistato
un tenore di vita artificiale, di aver
trasfigurato la propria natura, di aver
alterato il proprio ciclo vegetativo, di
aver impoverito le proprie risorse in-
dividuali diventando macchine di
carne e automi senza spirito. Vi d il
pentimento delle gioie non godute,
delle virtir dimenticate, di quella bella
sereniti che rencle felici i popoli ac-
campati sulle terre clel vecchio mondo.

Perchd il grancle fenomeno odierno
dell'Arnerica d questo: d la revisione
spontanea dei valori, d il ritorno sulle
posizioni civili di un tempo, d psico-
logia delle f o1le che si trasf orma, si
tnatura, si completa. Uomini di pen-
siero hanno gii gettato gricla d'allar-
me. James Truslow Adams, che ha
scritto la piir interessante storia degli
Stati Uniti d'America, chiama "eti clei
dinosauri" I'epoca soccombente dei
grandi trust e delle mastodontiche
affiliazioni economiche; altri si chie-
dono se non sia venuto il momento
di rifarsi alla vecchia saggezza del
mondo latino per impedire che I'An-re-
rica diventi vittima delle forze incon-
trollate, per renclere migliori sli
uomini rlopo ater moltiplicato e mi-

lil

ATTANTITA
IN ITALIANO

Rassegna della vira italiana contemporanea

A cura di Salvatore Viola

GLI ITALIANI NEL NORD AMERICA

di Mirko Ardemogni

],L,:s: .{:Cemagni, che abbiamo avuto occasione di conoscere.: :\::=: -_:cembre, nella sua ultima visita a New to;k, t;;;
= 

: : i::rari.giorn_alisti corrispondenti della stampa iialiana-.t:--::. cel -'Popolo d'Italia,' I'Ardemagni collabbra inoltre- ::--r::::e altre riviste e settimanali. - Dei 
"uoi tiUii 

-ai

l{.i -::::ano di essere menzionati il suo volume africano'l=', ::-a di Salamb6 ai laghi dt crisiJio" . j;"it--i"-ii"l =::_ ::- Fuoco." RecenterientJ t i p"llti.ato- u.r- ;Jil;r--' '?.:-s:'a: quidici anni dopo,, il risuliato di diretii. t"a"fi:{:ffr-::::.. il quale sara tradotto prossimamente in inglese.
- r--::.-ag:ii d nato a Cremona nel'1901.

: : , :: :a preSente gli
-r :. -.:i hanno goduto

- - ... -\:-nerica del nord.
- : :- :. _.mica del nuovo

' ', : - .-.' _:ato in questi ul-- '! r::'.e:cilrlnento di va-
: ::-":;::ali da dare una'-:t :.-trr\.? al mosaico' ': :_;._,lano I'imnielsa' '-:'1 ::a 1'-\tlantico e il-:- ..: cel \Iessico e Ie

:r-- -. -e.i'-\rtide.
- : - i:i3 :alrnente violen-

. - ':-.,:,ie talmente ra--- 2.. = iergi inalterabili
-:.:ino clel mondo

: : :,:,c,lo anrericanO
, :::: -iere conoscenza.- :::. s:enibile la pro-

: - .::. Per il carattere
, r:: del fenorneno,":- :::e er-o1utivo, il

- : -: I .:?. ;,,ttuto riveclere- .:.. :ta potuto con-
, ::::: e CC,me peCCati

- - ::.:aiieristiche che
- .':'.3 i.SS€ro le sue

-. .:-. :r--'.'3iro i pregiudizi
- -:.:. ::aliane, la spon-

- - -: ...:' necessitd ma-
- - . : -: :-. la continenza,
- -::..:i:a. il senso della

:-::. i'attaccamento
:-, : itntirnento reli-- -::: intemperanza,
: t.:,::.:e manifeStatO il

loro imperio sulle leggi che governano
la vita, hanno preso la loro fatale ri-
vincita sulle passioni frenetiche sca-
tenatesi nel nuovo continente sotto le
mentite spoglie di una civilti. supe-
rlo re.

L'America, travolta dal,.progresso
economico, aveva quasi dimenticato
le ragioni di vita dell'umaniti. Le
folle, avventuratesi nei solchi della
prosperiti, affascinate dal miraggio
dell'oro e dal sogno dell'abbondanza,
avevano corso affannosamente, negli
ultimi cinquant'anni, alterando l'an-
sito dei loro polmoni, abbandonando
il bagaglio inutile delle tradizioni,
saltando gli ostacoli clella morale, di-
menticando la loro stessa natura. La
corsa era diventata fine a sd stessa.
L'uomo si era messo al servizio della
materia invece di asservirla ai propri
istinti e ai propri voleri. La quantiti e
le statistiche relative allo sviluppo
delle ricchezze, all'accrescirnento dei
beni, diventarono piir irnportanti agli
occhi degli americani che non la qua-
liti e i valori dello spirito. L'uomo
doveva perdere il ricordo del passato
ne1la speranza clell'avvenire, doveva
clirnenticarsi di vivere per logorarsi
nel tonnento di "farsi una vita", non
cloveva piir apparire un essere biolo-
gicamente perf etto se non sotto la
veste di un "consumatore" a ritmo
accelerato, cli un organismo disposto
acl alterare 1e proprie funzioni per
assimilare una dose sempre maggiore
<li prodotti.
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gliorato le cose. Ecl hanno certa-
mente ragione perchd d inutile co-
strrrire clei grattacicli di 400 metri cli
allezza rluando gli uonini rimangono
alti uno e settanta.

Dal punto cli vista de'll'espericnza
urnana l'America fari certarnente pii
progresso in questo lustro di crisi di
quanto non ne abbia fatto in trecento
anni di storia.

'l'utto il resto d bugia. Chi crede
di trarre conseguenze apocalittiche
clallo sbanclamento di duecentomila
ragazzi abbandonati, chi crede alla
6ne clel montlo perchd il barometro
della disoccupazione ha toccato il ver-
tice di undici rnilioni di individui,
nerchd i qanosters fanno contrabban-
do rli lirluori o perclrd assaltano le
banche di Chicago, perchd sul selciato
di Washington d risuonato il passo
cadenzato clei marciatori della fame,
o d in mala fede o non conosce le
risorse potenziali ed ataviche dell'A-
merica. I-'Arnerica non ha mai sen-
tito corne ora la paterniti dell'Eu-
ropa, non ha rnai intuito come ora il
vaioie delle antiche civTlizzazion| la
necessiti cli rifarsi agli esempi della
storia, I'opportuniti di attingere 1e

speranze della salr'ezza dall'esempio
cle1 vecchio mondo.

/,-OSI'e non altrimenti si sPiega
\v I'orientamento <lell'opinione pub-
blica verso I'Italia e verso le colletti-
viti italiane emigrate. Sia Per la
risonanza che la rivoluzione fascista
va riscuotendo nel mondo, sia Per la
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grande delusione che I'An-relica h:r
provato verso la sua morale n.rateria-
lista, r'erso le sue teorie avverririste
che rinnegatro i1 passato, fatto si d
clre ia nostra razza e il nostro regime,
in questo rnomento di avversa fortuna,
sono balzati all'onore del nuovo
rnondo.

Nella panclemica degradazione dei
valori, nel rlileguare clella fiducia, nella
scossa tellurica che ha centuplicato in
Anerica il senso del provvrsorio e il
rlrarnma rlel momentaneo, gli emigra-
ti italiani, f ra tutte le cornunitd
etniche, hanno rappresentato e rap-
Drcsentano I'esempio di una continuiti
ipiritualc inattaccabile, tli urra stabi-
liti economica quasi assoluta, di un
ecuilibrio tnateriale clre consente di
r&get" agli aggressivi ntarosi rli tutte
le tempeste.

Mentre intere moltitudini, che vive-
vanc nella f ollia di un ottitrrisrrro
inconsciente, che campavano a credito,
clre .confidavano ciecamente ttel-
1"'happy end", nelf irnmancabile lieto
fine, perdettero nel breve giro della
clisi trrtti i loro beni, ci si accorse
cire 1a prudenza economica delle col-
lettiviti italiane le difendeva daila
pericolosa corsa allo sbaraglio, clre le
proprietd. inrrnolriliari scampavano al
flagello, che la solidarieti deile fami-
slie salvava il nrtcleo centrale della
focietir, clre la onterica sereniti. dei
noveri. 1a Dazienza, la fidur-ia neli'av-
venire' erano virtir indispensabili,
portate d'oltreoceano insieme al sedi-

mento di rrna civilti latina che regge
al corso irnperversante dei secoli.

Gii italiani, anche i piu audaci, an-
che i piir avventurosi, ltanno lavorato
jn America con il senso tipico della
lnro c ontinuiti, con il nrutuo istint,r
della cooperazione, non solo per co-
,Jliere i f rut ti frrgaci del :notrrento,
non solo per soddisfare ii ProPrio
egoisno indivich-rale, rna in previsione
tlella conservazione della specie, sotto
lo stirnolo emulatore di un grande
passato. Quelli clre in Tunisia sono
ionosciuti con I'appellativo di "formi-
che siciliane", quelli che in sud Ame-
rica venivano chiamati "le golondrine"
perchd sbarcavano ad ogni stagione
sulle sponde de1 Plata con la stessa
periodiciti de11e rondini pellegline,
sono g1i stessi che apportano alla c.i-
vilti americana 1'esentpio della tenacia
e della pazienzz, che insegnano a co-
struire per i secoli, che forniscono gli
elementi spirituali per il migliora-
mento della natura umana.

Oggi, dopo la fine degli incantesimi,
di fronte alla realti dell'ora che
volge, il grande popolo americano si
accorge deeli incalcolabili tesori che
sono inaturati sulla lontana terra ita-
liana, della portata universale della
sua millenaria esperienza politica,
delle qualiti f ondamentali e delle
virtt superiori di un popolo che fu
vanamente umiliato ed offeso.

Ci voleva il fatale ritorno alle piir
dure leggi della vita perchd 1'epopea
del lavoio italiano in America giun-
gesse alla sua apoteosi.

Se sempre questa mania di covar le
illusioni al caldo del rnio divorante
amore !

Basta: siamo f orti: .rileggere: di-
struggere: non Pensarcl Plu'

\Iintre ordinavo le iettere cronolo-
cicamente. e questo lavoro metodico
i'ri pla.ata i nervi dolenti, facevo al-
cune riflessioni.

- 
Perchd serba le mie lettere cosi

alla rinfusa mentre io ho tanta cura
di classificare le sue? - Forse chi
ama fa cosi: la mia pedanteria di col-
lezionista non d posslbile per una don-
na innamorata; 

-e Lina C stata --odd ancora - innamorata di me. - 
Co-

m'd che io aPro le lettere con uno
soillo ner non sciuparle e queste bu-
sie invece sono sgualcite, strappate,
macchiate? - 

Chissi. la furia con cur
le apriva e il luogo e il momento,
esponendosi anche al pericolo d'esse-
re scoperta, Povera cara! - 

com'd
che . oh questa d meravigliosa! . ...

nella stessa busta una mia lettera e il
conto della modista. - 

Ah' ma certo
d 1. f"tt.t.t di quel cappello che le
incorniciava cosf be.te ii visino in
S*"t" M"ti" del Fiore e io le dissi
.t-r" p"t"u, una madonna dell'Angeli-
co siest in terra Per tln minuto!

Le lettere erano tute ordinate e nu-
nlerate: dugentoventidue.- 

- Chissi quale significato cabali-

LE LETTERE A ME STESSO
NOVELLA

di Dino Provenzol

Dino Provenzal E livornese (nato nel 1877)' Ha tr4-qcorso
p"i6 gt.tt parte deila sua vita da una -parte all'altra dell'Italia
iome-ittsegittante con pili o meno lunghi soggiorni in Teramo,
Catanzaro, Siena e Voghera - ov-e trovasr attualmente rn qua-
fita-ai-pieside di que-l Liceo. Scrittore clei ,pii. piacevoli .il
Fio"i"r"i ha pubblicato relativamente .poco,Jasciando pe,rcid
nell'animo dei lettori un certo rammarrco. l'er suol mrgrlorl
ia"oii rico.tlet"-o "Il Manuale del Perfetto Professore," "Le
F""*gliui" di Bardalone" e "Lina- mi aveva piantatg-.'' P"i
to.iii&iil. la gioventri meritano di.essere lggnalat-i "La citti
daffi-bette' scalef, e pit specialmente il. suo "Dante d-ei piccoli"
cioi come tre ragizii attittatoto a capire la Divina Commedia'

I INA m'aveva Diantato e ouesta vol- - oh quanto leggero! - di speranza.
L-i" rui ...;o. 

- Possibile clte non m'avesse scritto un

ran r'd ve ro che, p o:rl : 9,:..11T, :i,Y:il :k,'i.','J,1?;""11 Ji TlirT' # -

i,",'.""..ll' ::il?"',lri3'!'t'? f fi+; lf :T:','',.;i;:.11 i,:*:li: ;' l; iji:quando mai era arrivata a que.st'atto.' ;:'-.i;,,;.i uirto f .r" riga e riga, un
Seduto sulla poltrona, con la testa raseio di luce: forse, studian<1o ra

fra le mani, guardavo ora le- lettere foiti-rr della scrittura, mi sarei accorto
ed ora il braciere che mi ardeva da- c5e ia mano e I'anima di lei s'erano
vanti. Se avessi tappato accurata- oii calmate: o oer lo meno avrei avuto
nrente le fessure della finestra e.del- irn" .,.r.rtu reliquia di lei e I'avrei ba-
I'uscio, il braciere stesso sarebbe dlve- ciata aspirandone ii profumo.
nuto il tnio liberatore, ma io non vo- No. non c'era nulla.
levo morire. _.Meglio .9.? iat morrr.e ij.tnqn. non le importava affatto
le lettere, e, distrutto il doloroso ept- c'e io'mostrassi le sue lettere ad al-
stolario, anclre la passione sl sareDl)e tri? Oonure si sentiva sicura di me,
ridotta in cenere. Amen: e comlncla- pe.chd^L stima sopravviveva all'amo-
mo una vita nuova' ie? Opl>ure . . . ah, ecco la veriti!

Ma un pensiero mi venne a un tfat- nor, 
"." 

Llna rottura definitiva e Lina
to: un pensiero 

"pp.io-'"J 
iin nto non aveva voluto bruciar tutti i ponti'

i
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UN AMORE DI DEMETRIO BENONI
NOVELLA

di Cesore Giordini

l.:s.:--: G:ardini, nato a Bologna, quarant'anni fa, E, come
.m;:.. :----<:. uro scrittore d'eccezione. Si rese noto ai lettori
::-:=i ::=e rraduttore dal catalano e dall'armeno e solo ulti-
=-i:.::: -a pubblicato opere originali. Dei suoi volumi ricor-;;*: - :. :ealti dei Burattini,' e "Uriele o I'angelo malato,"-:jL--::: ::- i guali, traendo ispirazione da Poe. ci trasporta
:c" ::::: :e: misteri e del subcosciente. I suoi ultimi volumi,'"i::=:-:-a iuga di Luigi'XV"'e "I processi di Luigi XVI"
;8.:.-::: - =::o scorso sono fedeli e minuziose ricostruzioni
jf".::.-:-

alri il numero che ripete il due
:re volte? 

- 
rinruginavo sten-

, sul braciere le dita c1-re mi si
gelate a1 contatto deila carta.

::rc,rnrinciai la lettura.
-::::ide, dispettose le prirne lettere
. -ei" 6nchd, dalla nona lettera in

:: :avo Llna certa ostentazione di---:ia. un desiderio di piacere, di
.::::e ir) nostra 1a mia intelligenza.j ::, il "voi" e le lettere si fanno
- :::ie e fa capolino il "tu..." in

: ciO.
- -::::r versi! trIi parevano, ora bat--.: Ji soldatini che avessi man-

-.: ,rrri dopo gli altri, a conqui--: r:-.a iortezza. Gli uni subito
-: altri: da generale che non

-' .. : la vita dei propri uomini
:::i'arer prima o poi, alla vit-

:: :ra I La lettera tutta lampi
: .-::. ltta Sellza prOnOtni: COn-.e:lio ambiguo verso la fine,
- :: abihnente dissimulato,
:::a scritto "crede," con un
.:,. "e" semichiusa. Non vo-
..q: si offendesse pensando
:::::i lanto della sua caduta.

l,-^^ ^--^!l^ -1-^ 1^LL^:.:::e. dopo quella, che lette-
- -.:: : , le io mi sentivo salir le

: -.':: ,,. f remevo tutto, avevo
. -,::a:e le pagine. Ifi pa-
::: -:a:e tlna mUSlCa mOnO-
:- .:.. rrna pregl.riera umile
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e ardente, un. canto che incominciar,-a
con un sosplro e spesso morlva rn
un singhiozzo.

Ricordai che proprio al principio
del nostro anlore avevo letto un aned-
cloto storico che m'aveva fatto im-
pressione. Diceva che Tommaso
Carnpanella, rlurante il processo, imi-
tava la positura, I'atteggiarnento e
persino la fisonomia del giudice che
I'interrogava, per sentire nascere in sd
gli stessi pensieri di lui e cosi cono-
scerlo e dominarlo. In quel tempo
ogni cosa che io vedessi o ascoltassi
finiva nel crogiuolo della mia pas-
sione e subito fusi anche quell'aned-
doto con tutto il resto. Prima di
scrivere, mi sdraiavo sulla sedia a
dondolo, come lei, le clita sul ginoc-
chio destro e poi guardavo davanti
a rne fissamente con un leggero bat-
tito, quasi un fremito delle palpebre:
cosi faceva lei quand'era soprappen-
siero. Poi scrivevo vedendo Lina,
avvicinandomi a Lina, diventando Li-
na, fincl-rd ero sicuro che ognuna del-
le mie parole avrebbe prodotto 1'ef-
fetto voluto, quell'effetto e non altro,
perchd non erano piir parole, ma ca-
rezze, baci, strette, grida.

/1RA il miracolo si ripeteva, ma al-
V I'inverso. Le lettere che avevano
turbato lei sconvolgevano me. I\[i
sentivo pregare, supplicare: ogni pa-
gina mi donrandava amore eterno,

4l

non voleva che il mio fosse un ca-
priccio passeggero, no, per cariti;
piuttosto la rnortel

E 1essi, lessi ancora, mentre la cour-
urozione mi vinceva: ogni lettera, ap-
pena 1etta, finiva nel braciere, dor-e
levava srr una fiammella d'oro vivo
e poi si arrotolava, nera e quasi im-
palpabile, ma il fuoco che divampava
entro di me non lasciava cenere: e
mi consrlmava di dolore.

Finalmente una lettera spasmodica
in cui rimpianto, anore, gelosia, de-
siderio si torcevano non trovando piir
le parole, e il nome di lei si mesco-
la'r'a a quello delle cose piir care, dei
miei sogni, delle mie speranze, delle
mie delusioni e dei miei morti, quella
lettera mi diede le vertigini. \{i le-
vai da sedere e mormorai: "Si, si,
ti vorrd sempre bene: non supplicare
piir cosi, non ti abbassare piir cosi,
amore, amore mio!"

Ebbi la coscienza ch'essa parlasse
per bocca mia ed era naturale, perchd
io ero 1ei; infatti io avevo lette tut-
te quelle lettere, dunclue erano indi-
rizzate a me ed ora era lei - o io
ch'd 1o stesso 

- 
che rispondeva: "Si,

amore mio, si."
Presi la penna e scrissi un'altra let-

tera ancora, ma non la spedii, perchd
una scampanellata mi scosse.

Era un espresso di Lina:
"T'aspetto: vieni."

le
te

neanche se fosse interna od esterna a
1ui, lo proiettava fuori de1 carosello
delle sensazioni elementari ed allora
gli pareva di cadere in balia delf in-
finito, simile per lui a un sistema
d'onde concentriche che, dal centro di
quello stesso caroselio turbinoso sul
quale egli non poteva tealizzare al-
cuna specie d'esistenza, s'allargassero
verso le prode lontane battute dall'ac-
que tranquille del tempo. Dapprima
le onde, risentendo delf impulso disor-
dinato del loro centro generatore,
erano rapide e discordi, ma poi, a
grado a grado ampliandosi, diventa-
vano calme e il loro movimento quasi
insensibile, cnllante feti di mondi a
venire e sarcofaghi d'oro di mondi
clr.itinti, faceva un'armonia simile a
quella intuita da Pitagora.

Io non so quanto ci fosse di vero
in queste paz,zie: certo che ascoltan-
dole e guardando gli occhi di Deme-
trio Bdnoni allorchd me lo raccontava,
mi conr.insi sempre piii che l'abitudine
rli vir-ere in un regno extraumano non

e da annoverarsi tra le migliori;
veriti questa della quale il mio amico
doveva offrirmi piir tardi una tragica
riprova. Gli occhi di Demetrio
Benoni, nel suo volto di demone ado-
lescente dannato alla vita, erano pieni
di cose indicibili ch'egli forse aveva
creduto di vedere nei suoi viaggi
oltre i confini della realti; affc,irt-iatr-
do in essi le mie pupille scrutatrici trti
pareva d'avventarmi, a dispetto dei
numeri del tenrpo e dello spazil, nci
piri remoto passato.

La nostra amicizia divenne presto
strettissima. Facevamo delle lunghe
passeggiate insieme. Qualche volta
Demetrio Bdnoni taceva assorto per
lungo tempo ed io rispettavo il suo
silenzio, o parlava "rado con voce
soave" esponendo pensieri che certa-
mente non si concretavano nel suo
cclvello ma gli venivano vivi e per-
fctti da una sfera superiore :rrlll
nostra. Egli mi faceva pensare, volta
a volta, a Keats, nel quale la bellezza
era tutto, e a Poe, stetoscopio divino
posato sul cuore dell'assoluto ignoto
per numerarne i palpiti.

,^\RA, un giorno, Demetrio Bdnoni
\r/ .apito in casa mia e si sedette
<l,inanzi a me fissandomi senza par-
lare. Dopo un lungo silenzio mi
chiese a bruciapelo:

- L'anima dev'essere sottile: non
vi pare? Che ne pensate?

Francamente non seppi cosa rispon-
dere: molte definizioni ernpiriche,
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scolastiche, scientifiche ad esoteriche
tni vennero alla mente, ma prirna che
potessi esporne qualcuna in un ben
o.rclinato cliscorso, Den-retrio IJdnoni
rlprese:

- Non creclete clte un'anima possa
. .$(' y/i.r.rcr in un sogno?

Poi, rnentre io mi chiedevo perchd,
padrone d'ogni sfurnatura della nostra
lingua, si fosse servito d'un verbo
francese, continud:

- Vi cLieclo cid perchd da qualche
notte un'anima s'd insinuata nei miei
sogni.

Io lo guardai stordito, senza com-
prenclere. Egli piosegui:

- 
La cosa si d verificata, per la

prima volta qualche settinana fa.
Posso giurarvi che nessun eccita-
n:ento esteriore concorse a preparare
clurante il giorno il mio sogno. Credo
di aver letto prima cli acldormentarmi
un po' di Verlaine. \'[i sono assopito
tranciuillo, cullato dal ritmo largo
degli alessandrini di Sagesse. A un
tratto, nel mio sogno breve, un velario
cli pesante velluto oscuro s'd aperto su
un giarclino cl'una non terrestre bel-
\ezza. Pensate a un paesaggio spiri-
tuale, e forse potrete farvi un'idea del
paese che si presentd ai miei occhi
e nel centro c1el cluale io fui traspor-
tato senza transazione. La verzura
intorno e sopra me stormiva in modo
cosi soave da farmi pensare netta-
mente alla "divina f oresta spessa e
viva" nella quale il Poeta incontrr)
\{atelda. Passeggiai solo lungamente
per viali fermandomi a ogni poco a
contemplare con esclamazioni di me-
raviglia e di piacere i nuovi aspetti
clre ii paesaggio mi offriva, ma senzA
giungere a comprentler in che risie-
desse il fascino che mi avvolgeva: se
nella luce ambrata diffusa ovunque, o
nella varietd degli innumerevoli fiori.

L'alba mi tolse all'incanto ma la
luce del giorno non mi impedi di
vagare in ispirito nel giardino not-
turno. Ebbene, la notte seguente, nel
nrio sonno, ritrovai il giardino e
nuovanrente lo percorsi in tutti i sensi,
indovinanclolle lentamente l'anima che
riconobbi essere della piir pura essen-
z? lirica. Ora, mentre turbato e
felice calpestavo l'erba morbida e
verde sentii che qualche cosa di nuo-
vo stava per accadere. La iuce
aumentava d'intensiti attorno a me e
nel nuovo folgore tutte le cose sta-
gliavansi piir esatte; le fronde stormi-
vano con rinnovata <lolcezza fonclendo
le diverse voci in .un canto; una
donna fu clinanzi a me e io crecletti
d. toccare "tutti li termine cle la bea-
titucline." Non era sola; due fanciulle,
che sarebbero apparse bellissime
senza la sua presenba, la seguivano, ed
essa incedeva con una morbicla e
snella grazia ch'era nuova ecl eterna
ad un tempo. Non ebbi campo perd
di saziarmi come avrei voluto della
sua vista, chd I'alba importuna ancora
una volta insinud le sue dita a distri-
care la trama d'oro del mio sogno.
Et1 ecco clove per me una potenza
snperiore e incontrollabile comincia a
manifestarsi: tutte le notti segr-renti,
sino all'ultima trascorsa, il mio sogno
si d ripetuto. \[a notate bene rluesto,
non riproclucendosi staticamente sem-
pre uguale a sd stesso, bensi svol-
genrlosi come un tema in una sinfonia
aggiungenrlo elementi ad elementi,
cosi da somigliare sorprendentemente
alla vita. Il mio sogno non d il re-
sultato di banali sensazioni quotidiane
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rrra una esistenza autonoma e forse
superio re.

- 
E la tlonna? 

- chiesi io, inte-
ressato mio malgrado.

- 
Essa d divenuta la mia amica

appassionata. Ogni notte essa mi
viene incontro e io la cerco in cluella
parte clel giarclino che essa preclilige.
E' presso un tempietto di strana ar-
chitettura, sul cluale un roseto ram-
picante ha gettato un gran drappo
rossoverde, ch'essa s'intrattiene abi-
tualmente con le sue compagne. Io
conosco assai bene la strada cl.re
conduce al tempietto. D'altronde tutto
il. giardino mi d orrnai noto come se
vi avessi sempre vissuto. Quando io
giungo essa mi balza incontro e mi
bacia sulla bocca. Qualche volta io
m'avvicino senza clre essa si accorga
<li me e rirnango a lungo arl ammi-
rarla in silenzio "carco d'oblio" come
ii Petrarca. Essa d cosi bella che un
alone c1i luce piir intensa sembra av-
volgerla e seguirla attraverso l'atmo-
sfera ambrata del giardino. Tutte le
cose, le minime e le grandi, la cono-
scono e sentono il suo appressarsi.
Intorno a lei noto sempre quella spe-
cie d'ebbrezza panica che mi mera-
vigid al suo primo apparire .

n RA Demetrio Bdnoni parlava con
V .rnu specie d'ansia nella voce ,
come se nessuna delle parole ch'egli
pronunziava fosse quella cercata.

- 
Come si chiama?? 

- 
gli chiesi.

Egli mi guardd stupito. Poi:

- Non lo so. 
- disse - L'amo, so

questo solo. Il suo nome d dolce e
flessibile e le sillabe di cui d composto
dinno gaudio alle labbra come nes-
suna parola umana potrebbe. Ma io
lo dimentico ad ogni alba per ritro-
varlo al limitare del mio sogno. E
non d tutto: quando vaghiamo pel
giardino essa si ferma talvolta dinan-
zi a tn fiore e me ne dice il segreto:
mi spiega come l'armonia d'una rosa
sia regolata dal numero e dal ritmo.
Essa conosce il segreto di tutte le
cose e ne parla con me quando, stan-
chi, ci stendianro sull'erba all'ombra
d'una siepe. Ma la luce del giorno
mi toglie ogni ricordo. . . . Essa sa
come il fiore o f infimo degli esseri
s'inseriscano nel ritrno universale; essa
legge sillaba per sillaba, verso per
verso il poema del creato, per me. . . .

Ma io non ricordo . . . . Non posso
ricordare. . . .

Tacclue e anch'io tacqui a lungo.
Poi dissi:

- 
Non avete mai pensato che po-

trebbe trattarsi d'un succubo? S'in-
tende che io celiavo, ma Demetrio
Bdnoni mi fissd dirittamente nel volto
come se io parlassi seriamente.

- 
Nondimeno 

- continuai 
- 

I'esi-
stenza dei succubi d accertata. San-
t'Agostino, San Tomaso, San Bona-
ventura, Dionigi i1 Certosino, Papa
Innocenzo VII e altri lo attestano.
Molti uomini sono stati conrlotti a
morte da questi demoni. E, ora che
vi osservo bene, mi sembra voi siate
singolarmente deperito da quando non
vi vedo.

\ ^lA non potei continuare perchd
lvl D.nret.i. 13dnoni nr'irrterruppe
con subita violenza: 

- 
Non parlate

cosi. Se voi la conosceste come io la
conosco, non parlereste cosi. Essa d
divina: c'd in lei qualcosa che non d
possibile descrivere con parole. Ve-
dete, essa d clui 

- e si toccd la fronte

- ma io non posso descrir-erla: se lo
potessi sareste subito convinto. Essa
d una musica, come dice il poeta, della
quale vorrei bere 1o spirito. Io I'amo
come non d possibile amare nel mon-
do. . . ed essa mi sfugge. Da qualche
notte io non trovo piu il sonno. Le
soglie de1 giardino miracoloso mi
,sono chiuse. Qualche volta dopo una
lunga, infernale insonnia, riesco a
clormire. tr4a allora essa d introvabile
o mi rivolge amorevoli rimproveri per
la mia lunga assenza. Anch,essa soffre
perchd mi ama, perchd vive di me. E'
diventata pir)r diafana e pir\ labile. . .
E io vedo avvicinarsi con terrore il
giorno in cui non potro piil rlorlrrire. . .

Allora essa mi aspetteri. a Iurrgo e
lnvano presso il tempietto delle rose
rampicanti. . . Piangeri I'amante per-
duto... E morrd....
- .A qlesto punto un bisogno invinci-
hile di ribellarmi alle pazzie di De-
metrio Bdnoni mi prese, e, come se
un furore lungamente contenuto in
me, erompesse, gridai: 

- 
Andiamo.

finitela, _Demetrio! Tutto cid d paz-
zesco. Infine voi sapete bene ch,essa
non esiste. 

- E quest'ultima frase la
urlai, letteralmente, perchd ar.evo la
sensazione che la mia logica a1.s..g
maledettamente torto dinnanzi a1l'il-
lo_giciti del mio amico. Un lungo
silenzio. pesd su di noi, rlopo il rlua)e,
Demetrio Bdnoni riprese, 

-sorridendo
con afvatezza:

- 
Voi dite che non esiste perchd

nessuno, oltre me, potrebbe vederla.lla essa d nel mio cervello. La sua
immagine era in me da tempo, perchd
ogni amante reca in sd l;immagine
dell'amata. Verus amans assidua -sine
inLermissione coamantis iungine deti-netur. Ogni cervello € un 

- limbo incui giacciono le idee avvenire comC
esseri latenti che vogliano concretarsi
nella vita o nell'arte. Io ho oggetti-
.vato un'idea: la piir bella di quante
attendessero nella mia mente.

- 
Ma la realtd? 

- 
chiesi.

- Io sono di li. della realti perchd
sono entrato nella veriti - 

rispose.
Queste parole chiusero il nosfro col-

loquio. Demetrio Bdnoni se ne andd
silenzioso lasciandomi solo con i miei
pensieri nelle prime ombre del cre-
puscolo che empivano gii la stanza 

-In fondo 
- 

mi dicevo 
- non vedo

nulla di strano nella continuiti diquesto sogno. Rousseau sognd lo
stesso sogno per tutta la vita. E'
noto. Demetrio Bdnoni pensa troppo
al giardirro incantato, alli sua amante
lantastrca e questa sua preoccupazione
del giorno prepara il sogno della
notte. Si tratta d'un fcnomeno di
srrggestione e nulla piir.
- Arrivato a questa conclusione, dissi
forte: 

- Gli antichi credevano che un
ramoscello di iorcacchia messo sottoil g_uanciale impedisse di sognare.
Voglio ricordarlo a Demetrio Bdnoni.

- E accesi la luce per cacciare i
fantasrni della sera.

I A mattina seguente pionrlrd nel miol- sturlio il rlottor Vanzini. gior.ane
medico di grande avvenire la ir.ri ami-
cizia discreta m'era assai cara. I1 suo
viso era stravolto: 

- 
Non sapete

nulla? 
- 

mi gridd entranclo. 
- De-

metrio Bdnoni i: morto.
Ralzai in pierli esterrefatto. Tn un

attimo ritrolai nella mia mente tutte
le parole pronunziate la sera prima
dal n-rio amico. Egli era stato i lun-
go seduto sulla sedia, che ora, ab-



J

rl

,i

il

J

I
I
l
1

I

'anrlonandovi cli schianto la sua
.arga figura, aveva occupato il <lottor
Yanzini.

-]Ia come? Perchd? 
- chiesi.

- Lna impruclenza, una rleplorevole:::tl.nr,lenza rispose il ',lottore.
..ri Demetrio BAnoni venne al)'ospe-
lale or.e presto servizio. \Ii raccontd
c|e da qualche notte non dormiva eihe cid gli era insopportabile. 

- norl
, tete consigliarmi rlualclre cosa che::t arutr a dornrire? 

- tni clriese.(-'redetti bene visitarlo. Era as-sai de-:.rito. Il suo sistema nervoso era
'..'citatissimo. Gli feci preparare rlalla
:t rrrracia tlel]'osl,e,lale una pozione
,1cl1a_ quale avrebbe dovuto pienclere-.!'ra (lose minima ogni notte. l\Ii sa-
.:rro e se ne ando molto piu tranquillo.
Stamane mi l.ranno chiamato in irettail casa sua. Sonu arrivato troppo
:arcli: me ne sono reso conto appena
.ntrato nella sua camera. Esli gia-

L{O passato qualche giornata con unr lpoeta di Roma. Trjlussa. trli pa-
reva appunto, con lui, di scoprir me_
slio il segreto della' citti ierrestre
che mi aveva turbato e di cui egli dns(i il piil legittimo cantore: cerca\.o.
cnn l.rri. di cogliere il fondo di quella
sfacciata e adorabile realta quoiidia-
na, cosi pronta tuttavia a collocarsi
nesli esatti limiti di una poetica scena.
. Egli e. un vero figlio'di Roma; si

rivolge ai piaceri del mondo a braccia
aperte,. cordiale, senza ritrosie o pen-
t_rmentl, come se I'allegrezza a lui
dovesse andare, e non lui all'allegrez-
za, con un'imponente padronanza di
sd stesso; e se ne ritrae prima d'es-
serne sazio, con un gesto ironico di
slanchezza, con un sorriso dove c'd
for-se pii- benevolenza che non grati-
tudine. Noi, gente del Nord, slamo
sempre scontrosi e sospettosi davan-
ti ad rrn bene concreto, ma grrai se
l'amore ce ne coglie, chd piir non 1o
lasciamo Iin che non ci si avvizzisce e
consuma fra le mani. Forse per clue-
sto le nostre citti sono diveritate co-
si brutte, e Roma serba quasi intatti
i suoi splendori.

La casa di Trilussa d il museo della
realtiL; nulla c1i quelle luci metafi-
siche, create da complicazioni <1i ve-
tri e cortine, come si vedono da noi-
altri; nulla di quelle pareti deserte e
lucide, scherni di fredde sensibiliti,
dove lo sguarclo a poco a poco si fa
allucinato e triste; ma Lrn caos, un ca-
taclisma di oggetti disparati, sparsi
clappertutto, per terra o appesi al sof-
fitto e maschere cinesi, e ceramiche
italiane, coccodrilli impagliati, ritrat-
ti di belle donne, armi, bronzi, cu-
scini morLidissimi, statue, e tutti i
ritrovati "moderni," dal bocchino per
f umare la sigaretta a distanza alla
cl.ritarra meccarrica, dalla radio al fo-
nografo, tutto messo li insienre come
un campionario geniale e ironico clei
proclotti umani, nruto ed eloquente
nei piir impensati accostamenti. E'
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ceva sul letto placido in sembianti
come se fosse passato dal sonno alla
morte senza accorgersene. Vidi vuota
sul tavolino da notte la bottiglietta
clre avet'a contcnuto la pozione.-

Io ascoltavo. Avevo I'impressione
che le I'a.rule rlel rlottore nri-giunees-
sero all'orecchio dalle lonlananze
gelirle rlell'infinito, nel rluale in quel-
l'ora l'anima arrlente ,lcli'amico sconr-
parso navigava in cerca dell'intravista
veriti unica ed eterna. Il dottore
continnava, spiegando:

_ - Suppongo che la prirna piccola
dose del sonnifero non abbia- avuto
potere alcuno sui nervi scossi cli De-
metrio Bdnoni. Allora egli ha con-
tinuato senza dubbio a -sorbire la
pozione, un cucchiaio dopo l,altro,
sino a che il sonno cadde su lui. \li
frattanto le sostanze letali rlella po-
zione agivano sul suo cuore il,e
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s'arrestd dolcemente. Non v'era altra
splegazlone.

Ancort io lacqui perso nei mieipensieri e l'anima mia sc n'antlava
intanto lungi da mer presa nella scia
rfun'altra anima. Cosi era scomparso
Demetrio Bdnoni, poeta, degnb di
cantare un nuovo inno alla bellezz.a
intellettrrale, e io soffrivo di non po-
tergli piir dire, ora: 

- Si, Demetiio,
ttt avevi ragione, tu che sei ntorto.
Forse nel tuo giarrlino notlurno, o
poeta, avevi bevuto una strana follia
dal calice bianco e riverso clello stra-
monio o da una bocca di donna; pure
avevi ragione, perchd noi, chiusi 

-nel-
l'inf rangibile formula Llmana, non
possiamo conquistare altra realti oltre
cluella che nasce in noi per noi soli,
e.per questa realti, figlia del nostro
tilt profon,lo desideiio, Derrretrio
Bdnoni, vale la pena cli ioffrire e di
morire !

LA CASA DI TRILUSSA

di G. B. Angioletti

la realti inventata, Ia stessa realti
che. Roma accoglie c vezzeggia, senza
esclusioni o gelosie per 16"cose deipassato. Perchd Roma d la citti ita-
liana che con maggior calore icco-giie la moderniti.
. Casa di un ironista in una citti. diirolisti. Tre, quattro giovani .lonne,
sedute su divani e cuscrnr, a rappre-
s€ntare 7a gjazia vivente 

" 
tr"ei;i",

I'eterniti; la musica nasale -di unjox-band manrlata da un fonoerafo.
ad esprimere il quarto d'ora di pazi

zia e d'infantilismo che il mondo at_
attraversa, quarto d'ora che un uomo
saggio non pud rifiutarsi di viveref itutte quelle vecchie fotografie e cian_
f rusaglie_. appese alle paieti, tesrimo_
nianza di altre pazzie e fragranze
smarrite. In questo regno no-n pud
mancare un trono, un vero trono altoe pomposo, col suo baldacchino e i
suoi cortinagrqi ; Trilussa vi accede e
sr slede, dtgnitoso, soddisfatto, a con_
templare per qualche istante'la vitagiovane e le memorie che, tutte in-
sieme, rendono omaggio aila sua fa-nra. Pochi istanti, chd subito il poe-
ta d ripreso rlal suo ddmone; e allora
apre lo schienale del trono, ni piit
nd meno che una finestra, e scop.e la
strada: "Vedi che commoditi, per la
estate? Tu stai in trono, tranquillo,
e pigli pure il fresco."

Tutta Roma d cosi.

Campane d'Italia
Campane d'Italia, ploranti sui passi <lei figli,

Che tan dispersi alle citti lontane;
Nos!?lgici saluti sul cuor cli chi muove agli esili

I)ell'arte, dell'amore, clel cloloroso parrle:
Canrpane oscillanti sul lembo dei pascoli alpini

Dove giunge una tar(la eco clel- monclo
E v9.i -c.he -inviate gli squilli srri flrrtti marini,

Dall'isole pertlute ilel nostro rnare in fondo;
Campane che rlate la vostra esultanza sovranaAlle vieilie tepide e serene,
Nell?. citta lombarda, ne1 cuor della clolce Toscana,

E nelle illrrrninate festiviti tirrene;
Cantpane che urlimmo cennar <1a1 remoto Appennino,

Nelle soste dei treni e lungo il mare;
Clarnpane solenni nell'ozio di Roma divino,

Dove ogni cosa ascolta la romba alta.passare,
Al clro. aspettato, che batte alla casa ospitale,

O I'ien cla lunge a nn trepido conveg.to;
A chi rattizza il fuoco nell'esnle slanza, a Natale,

O cerca ai muti mcleri I'ecc,r d'un morto regno,
Piovete dai cieli cluest'anra di erranti fortnne

Che l'inquieto spirito ne ammalia;
Serbateci un ficlo consenso di patria comune,

O nostalgiche voci, o canlpane d'Italia.

i
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Giotmnni Bertacclti



ERCOLANO DISEPPELLITA

di Alberto

f^Hl ha tisitato Pompei, o Ercolano
vquale appare dopo i nuori scavi,
serba il ricordo e il varrto di aver vi-
sto qualcosa di "unico al n'rondo."
Temo che questa attrattiva sia pro-
prio quella che spinge verso le due
citti. riesurnate il maggior numero di
visitatori stranieri. E, invero, 1e o-
pere d'arte e i clocumenti deli'antica
vita campana, gli edifici e le reliquie
macabre, f ormano un insieme cosi
complesso che difficilmente il visita-
tore pud ritrarre, dopo una mattinata
o un pomeriggio, una impressione
men che sommaria e superficiale.

. E' questo il motivo per il quale si
rimane perplessi innanzi alli cittd
f ondata da Ercole Egizio. Ci son
voluti, pensate, due secoli di studi
perchd gli archeologi reagissero alla
tesi dell'origine ellenistica delle due
citti morte. Non ritornava rudere a1-
la luce, in Campania, che non si at-
tribuisse allo spirito ellenico. Oggi,
anche chi non d semplicemente ar-
cheologo, riconosce nel colore, nel
gusto della vita pompeiana ed erco-
lanese lo spirito delle popolazioni
campane, di quei magnifici Osco-san-
niti che presero, si, le armi contro
Roma, ma per chiedere, clopo aver
duramente pugnato contro Pirro, I'o-
nore e l'onere della cittadinanza to-
mana. Le due citti dissepolte, in cui
rivive la forte gente campana, mo-
strano come non millenni, non civil-
ti potenti, non invasioni barbariche o
travolgimenti religiosi siano riusciti
a cancellare o a mutare le sue carat-
teristiche fondamentali.

Tuttavia, 1a dif f erenza tra le due
citti. d abissale, e consiste nell'aspet-
to dei ruderi, nel grado di integriti
in cui son risorti, quelli pompeiani
dal lapillo e dalla cenere, quelli erco-
lani dal fango solidicato in tufo. In
Pompei, uno scalino di pietra vesu-
viana consunto dai piedi dei clienti
colpisce la fantasia come un docu-
mento caldo di vita. Ad Ercolano,
l'intonaco intatto, i bronzi appena
ossidati, le volte integre, i piccoli pe-
ristilii, ove d risorta persino la piccola
flora locale, non solo raggiungono,
ma oltrepassano di colpo la capacitd
di stupore di chi vede per la prima
volta I'incomparabile miracolo. E, se
fosse possibile, con un riso disincan-
tato o divertito, si griderebbe al falso.
Quando, dopo un attimo di invin-
cibile incre<lulitd., ci si convince che
sulltintonaco bianco sembra tracciata
di fresco la prospettiva razionale del
terzo stile (e nei piccoli pannelli i
satiretti danzanti o Arianna abban-
donata mostrano le tracce lineari
del pennello), ci si domanda se questo
restauro non sia opera di alchimia,
... n^otl abbiano segreti magici questi
artencr cne palono colnunt operal.

S'd molto parlato del rrerito degli
illustri arclreologi italiani, clre presie-
dono a questa gigantesca opera rli
ricostruzione. trIa nessuno ha fatto
parola dei loro assistenti, che paiono
umili esecutori d'ordini, e sono col-
laboratori preziosi, indispensabili.
I-'archeologo ha nn cornIito rli su-
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periore corclinarnento, di direzione
scientifica, di critica e d'illustrazione.
Egli dirige le ricerche secondo le ne-
cessiti. degli studi e recando l'ausilio
indispensabile dell'esperienza cultura-
le. Nlla chi scova la preda? L'archeo-
logo vede tutto, dove il comune mor-
tale non vede nulla. IJna colonna
dorica gli svela con le dimensioni tut-
ta la geometrica armonia del tempio
al quale apparteneva: rna chi prepara
il rudere, il monumento per gli oc-
chi di chi ha sete di bellezza clas-
sica, per chi vuole gettare uno sguar-
do sulla intima vita dei nostri lontani
progenitori ?

Vedrete, ad Ercolano, delle scale di
legno fossilizzate, chiuse nel vetro
come nelle teche, e potrete posarvi su
la vostra suola di fibra. E vedrete
architravi intatti, ma tramutati in
carbone, reggere le volte. Vedrete u-
na strana costruzione antisismica im-
maginata dopo il terremoto del 63,
che inquadra le mura in una gabbia
di legno, mostrare I'armatura carbo-
nizzata intatta.

LIERCULANEUM sorgeva, minu-
I I scola e rettangolare, tra due mi-
steriosi fiumi, il Veseri di Tito Livio
e il Dragone. Ove son mai? Dopo
le problematiche acque dell'illustre
Sebeto, fino al Sarno non s'incontra-
vano rivi. L'uno, il Veseri, d stato
disseccato, evaporato dalle lave ar-
denti, ma I'altro d prigione della ter-
ra plastica. Se avvicinate 1'orecchio
alla parete di qualche antro nella re-
gione di Resina, sentirete un gorgo-
glio di acque sotterranee. E in un
punto della spiaggia I'acqua d dolce:
il Dragone vive, simile a un vero mo-
stro, nelle viscere della terra. Saran-
no capaci gli assistenti del Prof. NIa-
juri di farci trovare, un giorno, Er-
colano sorgente di nuovo sulla sua
breve mesopotamia?

Nella meravigliosa Casa del Chio-
sco, da un mucchio di piccoli fram-
rnenti di marmo, dei quali il rnaggiore
era forse grande come un pugno, si
son tratti due cervi morsi dai cani,
due di quelle potenti sculture natura-
listiche che a quei tempi facevano gli
artigiani, e che ci fan sentire piccini.
Nelle acque marine temperate dai due
rivi, la pesca era ricchissima. Vi si
pescavan, forse, quelle triglie famose
che eran messe poi ad ingrassare nei
vivai, e che raggiungevano ii peso
spettacoloso di due chili e il prezzo
cla collezionista di tre o quattromila
sesterzi! Ebbene, troverete gli ami,
le canne, le reti, i panieri, le gomene
intatte. Se avete una toga o una tu-
nica di buona lana, non avete che a
portarla nel thernxopolium: 1l pressoio
rneccanico d pronto: pud, se mai,
sporcarvela un po' di carbone, ma for-
se riusciri ancora a stirarvela.

Crye di arricchiti, queste, si, non
dei Balhi, o dei Pisoni. ma di liberti
ronrani o di commercianti carnoani.
giunti ad Ercolano quando gid iuttd
le case clel quartiere monumentale, in-
torno al teatro, al foro e alla basi-

lica, erano occupate dai consolari in
pensione. Comprarono delle case di
pescatori, dei poveri tuguri, e ne fe-
cero delle abitazioni signorili, ricavan-
done dei piccoli atriii- dei minuscoli
peristili, e triclinii, echi e cubicoli co-
rne si poteva. E tuttavia, poichd il
letto, basso come si usa oggi, coi
bronzei piedi di 1eone, e il legno di
cedro carbonizzato, e qualche fram-
mento di cuscino, d ancdra li, poichd
su di un tavolino di marmo d ancora
l'ampolla di vetro, e si pud presumere
che nella piccola cassaforte si con-
servi qualche nutlnrnNts del Consolato
di Silla, poichd nel tablinio sono an-
cora i paraventi lignei che difende-
vano ie riunioni familiari dagli occhi
dei passanti, ancora una volta si pud
gettare I'occhio indiscreto sulla vita
intima della famiglia antica. E nes-
sun documento ci informeri meglio
cli una di queste case ercolanesi.

Come intima, raccolta e stretta da
una runione quasi religiosa! Era un
mondo chiuso, una vita che voleva
svolgersi intera nel piccolo perimetro
tlei muri. La via era fuori di questo
mondo. Le camere da letto, i salotti
da ricevimento, i triclinii, lo studio
ove si trattavano gli affari, ricevevan
luce dal giardino familiare, e su di
esso le camere delle donne avevano
le loro finestre. In casa i numi tute-
lari, in casa le acque correnti e i fiori
le opere d'arte e tutte le gioie che il
reduce dalle guerre persiane o galli-
che, o dalle piri amare fatiche dei co-
mizi civili, poteva chiedere alla vita
familiare.

NION tutti possono avere i gusti raf-l\ finati 'di cni tra i ruderi ci vive.
Quali gusti? Ecco. Chi ha visto ven-
ti volte Pompei ed Ercolano ci ar-
riva da sd. Anzi comincia a sentire
piir viva e piacevole l'impressione che
di il colore sbrindellato, arso, con-
sunto dei veccni scavi pompeiani,
prima di essersi reso conto della ra-
gione di questo sentimento. Infatti,
d piri eloquente il rudere che ha con-
tinuato a vivere nei millenni, del mo-
.rumento che d rimasto imbalsamato,
intatto, su cui pare che il tempo sia
passato invano.

Ma. questa, ripeto,. non d che un'im-
pressione, e, per giunta, un tantino
romantica, sebbene io abbia tentato
di darle una spiegazione razionale.
Chi vuole una forte sensazione, di pri-
mo colpo, scenda giir a visitare il
teatro per i cunicoli sotterranei sca-
vati degli ingegneri di Carlo III. Lo
metteranno anch'esso all'aperto ? Per
cariti. Gii la luce eletrica d una mol-
to larga concessione. Si scende at-
traverso 7a sutnma, la media e l'ima
cavea, mentre i posti degli spettatori
rirnangono prigionieri aet tuto. Si
raggiunge I'orchestra, e alla tenue lu-
ce, un tempo fornita dalle fiaccole, sigetta uno sguardo sulle pietre che
hanno sentito il pianto di Antigone
e il furore di Clitennestra. Ai- lati
non vegliano piri i due mecenati erco-
lanesi, Marco Balbo seniore, procon-
sole della Cirenaica, e Marco Juniore.Dal pozzo borbonico, onde Carlo III
li fece trarre alla luce, si vede un
tantino di cielo. Qualche fantasia piri
accesa pud ripensare, passando attra-
r,'erso, i cunicoli, al monclo troglodi-
tico della Luna irnmaginato da Wells;
ma chi oserebbe affermare che que-
sto teatro sepolto non viva d'una mi-
steriosa e possente vita?
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ILCONTADINOEICAPPONI

di Baldassar Castiglione

:: .:--:::al-:anO,
- -::--- '.-e lel-,clo

--::: ?.-,-e|a Un
.-:l-.:::,,, f-Oigf-
::-: C,_,n eSSO,

--a-.a seco, chd,

- : r : : r: :: ltdUSSe in parte
: .-:- - :':: .'. a:::.e. i1 quale d di-
- - ':- I .::::,-. :anto CI]e andarVi. -. -: , :'.a .:. : e proprio ad una
. ': .:-:---.. :a.cce del campanile ri-

: r -: . a ::a .tradetta piccola. Quivi
-- r-: . a'.'e :rrj,,r prirna pensato cid che
:=:::.:.:-.,.iela, disse al contadino: -. :.. ri,caro clLresti caponi con un
cr:o compagno, il qual dice che que-
:la torre circonda ben quaranta piecli,
ed io dico di no: e appunto allora
ctr.rand'io ti trovai aveva comperato
(luesto spago per misurarla; perd pri-
nra che ancliamo a casa, voglio chia-
rirmi chi di noi abbia vinto: e cosi
dicendo trassesi dalla manica quello
spago, e diello da un capo in mano
al contaclino, e disse: 

- 
Di qua; 

-e tolse i caponi, e prese il spago
dall'altro capo; e, corne misurar vo-
lesse, cominci6 a circundar la torre,
avendo prima fatto affermar il con-
tadino e tener il spago dalla parte
che era apposta a quella faccia che
rispondeva nella stracletta; alla cluale
come esso fu giunto, cosi ficcd un
chiodo nel muro, a cui annodd il spa-
go; e lasciatolo in tal modo, cheto
cheto se n'andd per quella stradetta
coi caponi. Il contadino per bon spa-
zio stette ferrro aspettando pur cl.re
colui finisse di misurare; in ultimo,
poi che piu volte ebbe detto: - Che
fate voi tanto: - volse vedere, e
trovd che quello che tenea lo spago
non era Ponzio, ma era un chiodo
fitto nel muro, il qual solo gli restd
per pagamento dei caponi.

(dal "Corttgiano")

TIMORE E PAURA
di Giuseppe Grassi

La paura d un errore de' sensi, e vie-
ne da viltd ; il timore d un errore di
calcolo, e viene da un eccesso di pru-
denza; l'uno ha per opposto la speranza;
l'altra il coraggi'o. Pauro d effetto di
alterazione d'animo, timore procede da
ragionamento; e quando il ragionamen-
to d falso, allora si dice tintor '.'ano,
timor panico, accertando con questi ad-
diettivi un significato che naturalmer.rte
non ha. Nell'indagare l'origine della voce
si trova che paura d clal latino 1oz'or,
e questo f'avor vrene dai grammatici la-
tini originato dal r.erbo ,atrt.o, battere,
quasi che la pau,ro ti rlia una stretta,
un battimento al cuore; non cosi il li-
norc, ch,e d piu occrrlto e meno conci-
tato. Timore pud prendcrsi in senso
buono, paura non mai; ed anche preso in
rnala parte, tirnorc d. sempre meno di
faura. Il prode Boialdo fu chiarnato
il catalicre sen:a faura; lascio ai let-
tori il gi'udicare se si potrebbe dire nellc

!/I fu in Fr._: -.

' c l ::.: ---:-. 
.. -- :

'-::ra r- .::.-.:: - ::. _

s:.ssLr signicat o i7 cat,ali.cr .scn:,a tintore .

Tintort chiamiamo poi qucl sentimento
cli osscqLrio chc gli uomini onesti l.ranno
per le leggi clivine erl umane; quindi c1i-
ciamo quegli i tintorato d'Iddio, quci
tcme lc Ieggi; nd. si potretrbe clire quegli
ha paura d'Idclio, e solo i malandrini
Iranno f orl'o de Ilc Icggi.

Di qLrcsta ditfcrenza ebbi io una gra-
ziosa lezioue in qrrclla contracla, ove i1
popolo non potrebbe, 'r'olendo, errare
nella propricti clci vocaboli, voglio clire
nella Toscana. I'n acciclente mi obbligd
a sof f ermarmi per pochi momcnti in
Barberino, terra posta sulla via dei col-
li che mette c1a Firenze a Siena; appena
sceso dal legno, si fece ad incontrarmi
una gentil cor.rtadina proffcrcndo con tut-
ta mo<lestia il suo aiuto : le pendcva dal
collo nn rosato fanciullo; ed io volen-
dola pur ricambiare della sua cortesia, e
sapendo cluanto son tenerc le madri de'
loro fisliuoli. la ringraziai come seppi.
poi le lodai il himhn, e p'li stesi Ia man,r
per accarez,T,arlo; ma questi stizzito mi-
se un grido, e nascose i'l capo in seno
alla donna; ne rimasi mortificato, e dis-
si : spiacemi d'avergli fatto paura; ma
ella. accortasi del mio rossore, e volendo
scusare il fanciullo rispose subito con
hel garbo : E timore n,on i paura. Io
sfido tutti i' filologi a far un compli-
mento con maggior grazia della villana
da Barberino.

Nei derivati tinido e pauroso,la dif-
ferenz,a sfuma un po' piir e divien meno
sensibile a cagion dell'impiego pressochd
indistinto delle due voci: m'ingegner6
tuttavia a dimostrarla. Un prode sol-
dato che ha sempre versato nei quartieri
e ne' campi della querra, r'iene introdotto
in una splendida conversazione; uomini
e donne gli si fanno intorno ad acco-
glierlo, ad onorarlo; sopraffatto egli da
questi modi, arrossisce, ad ogni inchiesta
halhetta le risposte. e si rannicchia con-
frrso in un canto'. Poverino, esclamano
le donne che hanno il sentimento d'ogni
gentilezza, egli i timido,' nd direbbcro
mai cgli i 1,auroso.

(daI " Saggio

UNA LETTERA DEL TASSO
Ad Antonio Costantini in Mantova

nHE diri. il rnio Signor Antonio,
vrlrrarrr). rr,liri la nrnrtc rlel suo
Tasso? E per mio aviso non tarderd
molto la novella; perch'io rni sento
al fine cle la rnia vita, non essendosi
potuto trovar mai rimedio a questa
rnia fastidiosa indisposizione, soprave-
nrlta a le molte nrie solite; cluasi ra-
pido torrente, dal cluale, senza potere
avere alcun ritegno, vedo chiaramen-
te esser rapito. Non d piir tempo
ch'io parli de la mia ostinata fortuna,
per nolr dire cle l'irrgratitudine del
monclo, la quale ha pur voluto aver la
vittoria di conrlr"rrrni a la sepoltura
menclico; cluando io pensava che quel-
la gloria che, mal grado di chi non
vuole, avri. questo secolo da i miei
scritti, non f usse per lasciarmi in
alcun modo senza guidardone. XIi so-
no fatto conclurre in questo muniste-
rio di Sant'Onofrio; non solo perchd
I'aria d lodata da' medici, piir che d'al-
.cun'altra parte di Roma, ma quasi per
cominciare da questo luogo erninente.
e con la conversazione di questi divoti
padri, la mia conversazione in cielo.
Pregate Iddio per me, e siate sicuro,
che si come vi ho amato ed onorato
sempre ne la presente vita, cosi fard
per voi ne l'altra piir vera, ci6 che a
la non finta, ma verace cariti s'ap-
partiene, Ed a la Divina grazia rac-
comanclo voi a me stesso. Di Roma,
in Santo Onofrio.

ROSSINI E ROTHSCHILD
Nel 1864 il barone Rothschild man-

dd in dono al Rossini della .splendi-
da uva delle sue serre e n'ebbe que-
sta risposta:

"Graziel La vostra uva C eccellente,
ma poco mi piace il vino in pillole."

Il barone capi l'antifona; anzi, grt-
std tanto lo spiritoso biglietto che
fece subito spedire al Maestro un ba-
rilotto del suo migliore Chateau-La-

intorno ai Sinonim.i") fitte.

Vita e Morte
Vita e Morte van sempre in compagnia,

con abito gentil, sotto la luna;
e, i1 tempo ad ingannar, lungo la via
conversano coi Numi e 1a Fortuna.

Un be1 raggio sul fronte ha ciascheduna,
e una grazia di ciel che non s'oblia,:
e piena, al sol cl.re nasce o al di che imbruna,
dei due fantasr-ni d la pupilla mia.

Vita e morte d in ogn'erba e in ogni f oglia;
vita e morte in ogn'aura e in ogni sasso;
vita e morte in ogn'om'bra e in ogni ste11a.

A me piace arlorarle; e

raffrettare o tardar 1'ult
llon sapentlo bcn dir clual

rn'invoglia
passo,

iil bella.
Giouanni Prati

non
imo
'd p

45



Avvenimenti e Discussioni del
Mese in ltalta

to dell'architettura razionale d la sin-
ceriti. Siamo dunque sinceri fino in
fondo, prendendola per quello che d.
e non per quello che si pretende che
sia. t' ***

IL DUCE, a un anno di distanza
clella rnorte del fratello, ha scritto una
" Vila di .4rnaldo" che, pubblicata il
mese scorso, d stata una vera rivela-
zione di un Mussolini poco noto. Il
lato affettuoso, ma sen2a sentimerrta-
lismi, di un uomo che, oramai iutti
siamo portati a considerare corne diferro, si mostra ai nostri occhi l:r
la_prima volta da queste pagine. ^La

critica italiana ha accolto il-libricino
con unanirne e sincero entnsiasrrro.
Antonio Baldini, nella Nuozta Antolo-
gia, riassume per tutti 1e qualiti sti-
listiche in poche frasi: "sono un cen-
tinaio cii pagine di tono serrato,
scritte col cnore gonfio, senza mai
ombra di letteratura e cli retorica. Nei
r-nomenti di piir intensa comr.nozione
la scrittura si fa telegrafica, ringhiot-
te aggettivi e parole corne le lagri-
rne."

*{<*

DOMENICO TRENTACOSTE,
scultore dei piit rnsig^ni ccl -\ccacle-
nrico d'Italia, si d spento il 17 rnarzo
scorso, nel suo villino <li Firer.rze. Era
nato a Palerrno sessantasette arrni fa.
Ugo Ojetti nel Corritre dellLr Scra ne
rievoca la plirrra gior.irrezza (luan-
clo a dodici anni ancld garzone
dallo scrrltore Costantino. Questi lo
prese subito a benr.olere; e una lnat-
tina sopra una ta\roletta c1i marmo
schiaccid rlna lltarlo 11i creta, le pose
accanto una lnano cli gesso e clisse
a7 ragazzo: 

- Io torno tra un'ora,
e tra un'ora rlevi averla copiata. 

-Quando tornd, furono grida di gioia
cire fecero accorrere parenti e garzo-
ni dalla casa e clal laboratorio. Dopo
anni e anni il f-rentacoste ripetet,a:

- Anche ora quando finisco una sta-
tua e mi piace, sento nelle orecchie la
eco di quegli applausi e rivedo tutti
quegli occhi che rni gnartlano stupe-
fatti" . . . Ojetti scolpenclone in pochi
tratti le clualiti" caretteristiche lo de-
finisce "siciliano, figlio cli artigiani,
vissuto tra artigiani, superbo di quel-
lo ch'd ancora ellenico nella nobilti
e fr.nezza della sua razza."

***
E' IL FASCISMO FENOMENO

iUNVERSALE? si chiede Giuseppe
Lonrbrassa, in Critica Fascisto, in ri.
sposta alle implicite domande che og-
gi si sentono un po' dappertutto, spe-
cie dopo l'ascenzione di Hitler al po-
tere e dell'insediamento della nuova
"administration" a Washington. "A-gli stranieri, egli suggerisce, si pud
pacatamente rivolgere un discorso cli

Slges_to genere: voi sapete qual'era
1'Italia prima del Fascismo. Noi sia-
rno giunti sull'orlo dell'abisso, abbia-mo combattuto, sofferto e ci siamo
salvati. Come ci siamo salvati? Ecco
c1ua, .tutti possono vederlo, ma noi
non tnsegnramo una speciale metodo_
logia perchi non I'abbiamo rnai avuta.
])otete ricavarne una a posteriori, ora
che l? Rivoluzione_ d un fatto compiu-
to. .Se vi si attaglia approfittatene, e
s-e gte- eslstono, come d certo, le con_
dizioni negative per inyocare il Fa-
scisnro, ciod lo sgo\-erno derrrocratico,
lorrnate presso di r-oi gli stati d.ani_
n.ro,. 1e sensibiliti, le eligenze spiri-
tuali, in una parola l'humus e noi vi
claremo la nostra dottrina. Col no-
stro esempio e con la nostra dottrina
ogni popolo pud ritornare sulla strada
nraes tra."

LA MORTE IMPROVVISA ecl
inaspettata clel Duca degli Abruzzi,
ha tlovata ttn'eco cotntnos-sa non solo
nella starnpa italiana ma altresi in
clrrella clegli Stati Uniti, clove Luigi,li Savni:r era, Iolse, il solo,lei Prin-
cil,i :al'aLr,li corroscirrto e ricortlato.
J ,linlnali Irlrrno arrrl,iatnelltc coln-
turentato gli episodi della sua vita av-
\-entLrrosa, rnettendo in rilievo le suerlrralita,li rnarirraio.,li esploratore e,li scicrrziar,,. -\ell'1ttr1io LcLttrari,,r del
f6 nnrz,,. :el,asliano Tirrr1,e11216, 11a
e:aurielllcr]terrte r.islrosto a,l alcuni, i
<1uali nella vita clel Principe hanno
forse \-oluto r-edere clelle qualitd. al-(lr-laiito enigrtratiche non esistenti:
"Con esaslrerato romanticistno, qual-
cuno ha r-isto nelle lesr.endarie asien-
sioni cli Luigi di Savoia dei tentativi
r-ani di placare il suo arclore di gran-
tlez,za; nella guerra in Adriatico un
traclimento clella sua sorte; r.rella sua
vita esernplare il clramma dell'eroe
clre non potd. reaTizzare pienarnente sd
stesso. Non si \-uol negare che que-
-sti giudizi (con're cluelli simili che si
son clati tante \.olte su Leonardo e
Xlichelangelo) abbiano qualche appa-
renza di veriti. Se si considera 

-non

cid che il Principe ha fatto ma cid
che astrattalnente ar.rebbe potuto fa-
re, d troppo f acile presentarlo come
un vinto. Giudicato dall'interno, Lui-
gi di Savoia ci appare inrrece l'eroe
che riusci a realizzare sernpre piir
pienamente sd stesso. Dal punto- di
vista morale il clubbio e impossibile:
il Duca clegli Abruzzi ebbe lrer tutta
la vita una fede incrollabile nei suoi
ideali, nella sua rriissione, nd ci risulta
che si sia mai lasciato abbattere dalle
avversitd. Nella sua vita non ci sono
inquietrrdini rnorbose, non c'd caccia
all'irnpossibile, non ci sono pose.
Come tutti i forti, sapeva osaie al
nlollellto ol)l,ot'tuno e sapeva rinun-
z,iare. Ad una cosa non rinunzid
rnai: alla sua digniti.."

* I RECENTI COLLOeUI tra ilPrimo Ministro britannico e il Gpo
del.Governo italiano, seguiti .""-ti'n-to rnteresse in tutto il mondo civile_
s-embra che abbianro raggiunto il find
desiderato a giudicare l"ai commenti
della stampa italiana. Il Corriere
della Sera del 20 marzo in un edito-riale intitolato "A Roma si d disin-
cagliata la nave della pace" crede che"lo spirito di leale, sincera collabora-zione italo-inglese d un elemento
positivo della situazione politica euro-pea: esso ha percid portato su unpiano,di elevata e noblle visione po-
litica le conversazioni che hanno avu-to i due Primi Ministri e il ministro
degli Esteri inglese. In questi ducglornl e stato esarrrinato un progetto
preparato dal Capo tlel GovernJlta-
lrano per promuo\.ere la collabora_
zionc delle quattro Potenze occiden_
ta)i, nell'intento di assicurare un lun-go periodo di pace all,E,uropa e al
mondo.

trtlussolini ha una visione vasta e
coml>leta tlella situazione europea: lapolitica estera fascista vuole 

-"r."ra
elernentc sincero ecl efficace,li paie.
I particolari clel progetto,lel bir.cnoll sr conoscono, lna si prrd ritenere
clle esst sl tsl)lrlnu al)lunto alla corrr_prensior:e larga e urralla clre \[rrsso-lini lra rlella situazione sencralc.',
. A.conferttra di cio i1 7,rircs, secon-do il corrispontlente londincse d;l
giornale rnilar.rese, afferrna che ,,il suc-
cesso o i'l fallinrento di Ginevra cli_
pende dai colloclui c1i Roma."

*)t*
IL CONCORSO 1,cr. la nu.r-a ,ta-

ziorre,li Fircnze, cllc tante polerniclrc
ira srrscitato irr Italia, lra avrrto il suo
epilogo con la clriusrrra. il 22 clel rne-
se scorso rlella \[oslra, dei bozzetti
in Palazzo vecchio. I1.dibattito si d
svo.lto_, corn'era da supporsi, rra ifau-tori tlclla tra,lizione e gli rrlrra-nro-
clerni. Che cluesti rrltimi abbiano ri-poriato, come suol dirsi, la palma,
sembra piir che eviclente. ,tSu 102 pro-
getti, a sentire NL Bernardi nella
Starnfa, 71 sono decisarnente moder-
lli; (luesta schiacciante maggioranza dl'indice lampante di una nicessiti el
stetica che potri far versare torrenti
di lagrirne di rimpianto, ma cl.re nulla
varri. ad arrestare. Agginneiamo chei restanti 3l progetti'tratlizionalisti'
sono semplicemente orrendi: zltra
prova clre I'ingegno si allea con le
idee giovani, od almeno tradisce quel-
le vecchie." Il progetto vincitore dquello del "Gruppo Toscano" dalle
linee prettamente moclerne e geome-
triche. "Perd, segue, ammo.rendo lo
stesso critico, non vor-rerrrmo cl-re si
generalizzasse-, e clre questa aDprova-
ta Stazrone fiorentina costitr-risse un
tipo architettonico pacificamente am-
messo nell'arte dell'edificare. I1 van-

I
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a-e::i::o Piccoli 
-,,L'fncompiuta,',r r--rr:rr:. :n5 pp., \Iilano: Treves,

........Lire 72

''-,:-- r.,r che si chiami I'In.conpiuto
: .a:t:enie perchd fu interrotta, e -rn-:a Jrl rerzo ternpo e tlel finale. \Iaio credo clre si tratti di una piu vera
i1c'rrrrpiutezza. E,, incourpiuta, per-
che e piena di antitesi iniuperate; d
tuna creazione tormentata ." Cosi
si esprime uno dei personaggi cli que-
sto_rornanzo, nel dare un giudizio sula Sirrforria in si minore tli- Sclrubert.
la quale (le al)plurro il titolo al r.oi
l Unr e.

. Jrrc_otrrl,itrta e, altcor l)iu tortnCntata,
s.i _dclirrca gia sin rlallc l,rinre pagine
del liirro, la protagonista, Anrini, dol-
ce crcatura tli sor:rro. La sua l.ita c
il srro a:rrorc,:i dirclrlrc clre altro rrolr
sono sc llon una nltirrra cco clcl lon-
tano rontanticisrno clci nostri nonni,
La trarra str cui I'autore srolgc le
liccnrle tlcl surt racconto e qiranto
Inai clclicat:r c sottile. C'e, a rlir: r-cro,(ulljc llt it \rilil ,l i:r.C(lui(.1,, c.Itra-1,,
clle seflirt!ia nclla struttura rlrl r,_r-
r.-ill:,: : !::t:rl.t('ll\ \ rlUil:i itrtl,.rcet-
rii,:lc .,::ilta. tnlL. irrrirrr[Llri]c,'p,ti .i
c -rricr(ti:.Zat g :c,,,1,1,ia. C!lttrasio tra
iu s1ririt,, ctcrno ril in,li.1pn11i1r11" .
la rnerli,,'crc r acr.riti clclla r,'ita n.ro-
dc rrra.

Amina zrl)parc a quelli clre 1a cir-
conclano, acl eccezione di Arvali che
l'arrra, nna tagazza moderna: r-noder-
na nelle forrnc esteriori c nclle abi-
tr-rclini rlrrotidiani. (\,'ive sola ed d in-
dipendente; clrresto fatto basta agii
occhi del nronclo, a classilicaila
tale. )

Essa racclrirrde in sd perd, il dono
llal"scu>tn rli lrrr ctture Iiclru d'arrtore.
trIa l'antore solo non d sufliciente,
non potri. r.nai rcncle rla fclice. I-'no-
mo che essa arna e cla cui d rianrata
non pud sposarla. Antina, (lal canto
suo, d pronressa acl un altro qiovane
r_crso il qrrale si scl)tc I)iil clrc le3ate
cla un altissinro senso di dcir-ere. 

'a'lu
<1or-resti avere il coraggio," lc dice
LIgo pr-rr conosccnrlo la vaniti dellc
sue l)arole, "rli a[[rorrlar-e una 1)osi-
ziorre irrecolare, rli fronte a un rron-
tlo clre e irrtlrrlgerrte \-er5o r:li anrori
s_cgret i, llt3. llon rislrct ta l'arrrrre qrrarr-
do Ira il coraggio,li prcscrrtarsi in
tutta la sua pienezza, per le vie clella
terra... Purtroppo ci sono'gli altri,:
c'd _una r.ita esterna, fatta cli rapporti
sociali, tecliosi e tristi." In ntez,zo z
questi tr,rmulti che le clilaniano lo spi-
rito, Arnina si torntenta e ne soc-
cornbe.

La passione alttorosa rattenuta den-
tro il suo cuore, clrrasi torrente fra-
Soroso, a .r'olte prorolnpe e gricla con

I

voci sorcle di indicibile dolore. I sen-
timenti che si susseguono dibatten-
dosi nella sua mente sono come onde
sonore su cui l'anima si libra e si ab-
bandona.

Il rornanzo, per quel forte senso rli
spiritualiti" che 1o inf onde richiama
alla rner.noria il Daniele Cortis rJel Fo-
gazzaro. \,Ia I'analogia, se cosi vera-
mente pud chiamarsi, d solo superfi-
ciale. Quella irreqtrietezza che per-
vacle non solo An'rina ed Ugo lr1a per-
sino i personaggi secondari del Pic-
coli d tutta moclerna e tutta nostra.

IJna prosa levigata ma senza rafh-
nalezza cld. un siculo calore alla nar-
razionc. l.,c irnuragirri in grarr l,arrc
musicali, rlovute inclubiartrente all'ispi-
razione originale, si dischiutlono ri-
sonanti c Ireschc. "Tutto intorno,
nclla penonri)ra, era un profonrlo si-
lcttzio, tna a lrti p111-1's che quel silen-
zio fosse ravvivato cla urra vasta lrlu-
sica, conre sc trltto nclle viltlazioni
rle1l'aninra, fossc canto."

I l,( rrona--i irrfcrioli si staccarro
11,1,( lr. ,lell,' riorr,l,,, rltrasi Lt.rrrc-sr.:'o
rli s,rlirafiarc la protagorrista chc essi
circ,)nr11rr,t. -\rrriria stcssa al)1)arc a
r rritc liiir l'incarrrazione tli utr'irlca chc
crcatura lir-crrtr: rirrlr"le, trol)l)() spes-
sr-). A(lonli)rAta e s,,lrr rrellc sccnc Ji-
nali lralza vibrante di litlr c rli piantr-r
ncll'infinit,r -.r.ro soffrirr.

Il libro piacc f{)rse ai)punto per
qucsto c si lcr-c c,'il clr':eril1\' irtr'-
lcssc. L'rr saro c iortc >en:o ctico
spira da ogni pagina.

S. I-i,rftr

Giuseppe Tarozzi - "Socrate," 96 p1r.,
Roma, 1933, Forrriggirti, ........1-ire .i.

I1 Socrate che l'Autore presenta in
clucsto "Profilo" sembra a tutta pri-
rna non allontanarsi da qrrello c1ella

DE AMICIS A GENOVA

l)e Amicis era entusiasta di Genova,
del suo n-rate, clel suo porto. E di-
ceva a Gandolin che gli sarebbe pia-
ciuto tano, se avesse potuto frssarvi
1a sua,linrora, o alrnerro |assarci un
lnngo perioclo. Se avesse avuto un
bello studiolo, aperto -snl rnare, al so-
le, chissi qrlante cose avrebbe potuto
fare

- Ah no! ribatte Gandolin - 
per-

chd c1ui, r'ecli, la prima idea d quella
di stare alla finestra: la seconda, di
non far nulla.

- E la terza?

- 
La lerz,a non viene rrrai !

traclizione. E infatti il Tarozzi non
ha la pretesa di contrapporsi ai rnol-
tissimi che ne hanno scritto per pre-
sentare una sua nuova interptetazio-
ne. X[a fa di meglio. Cornpone ar-
tisticarnente cogli elementi che offro-
no i Xlt:tnorabilj di Senofonte, e i dialo-
9/ri Platonici, la singolare e sublime
figura clel hlosofo. Principale assunto
dell'Ar"rtore d stato di penetrare, spe-
cialnrente con analisi psicologica, que-
sta granrle anima; cli far rivivere co-
me spirituale protagollista, in un pe-
rioclo tragico clella dentocrazia d'Ate-
ne, f imnrortale filosofo, e di rnostrare
le ragioni per crri l'unraniti, ancor
oggi, Io vcrera e,1 anra corne irrizia-
tore cli Lrn'augnsta tradizione di virtu
e c1i sapicnza, cone sereno e limpiclo
ecl arguto aniico, cittaclino del t-nonc1o.

"Aneddoti Genovesi'' raccolti da F.
E. Morando, 320 pp., Roma, 1933,
Forrniggini, .......I-ire 9.

(lltre clre nna nriniera rl'anerlcloti, il
lilrro (r-cntesinro dclia Collezione A-
nerldotica) d un'accolta tli notizie cu-
liosc e :toricilulenlc irrtcrcssarrti so-
pra fatti di rilievo, rrsi lrittoreschi e
costulnanze singolari. -\rrcdrloti ot'i-
ginali e in nraggioranza nrnoristici
si incontrano su rluasi trrtti i grancli
citta(lini gcnovesi tla Colonrbo a Gar.r-
clolin; figrrre tntte clre nella loro 1u-
nrirrosit:i trol)assano 1e rnrira citta-
clinc.

T. Maccio Plauto - 
('La commedia

del Fantasma - Il soldato smar-
giasso,' 

- Versione di Moricca, 212
pp., Roma, llJJ, l.6rrniggini, Lire 10.

Tl r ',lttrrre, clre si prcscrrta tra i rrri-
s--liori dell':rrtistica coliezione dci
Classici clel Ilitlcre, contienc, tra(lot-
te, tluc fla le piir ltelle comtneclie cli
Plarrto,la Xlostcllaria e il llilc:; glo-
rrosrrs. I)ur mantencclosi scrupolosa-
nente feclele al testo latino, il traclut-
tore s'd stucliato rli ottenere che la
forr-rra italiana fosse cosi agile e spi-
gliata e ricca di ar-rrroniose nro\ enzc
<la parcre, a chi legga norl esangue
lavoro r1i lilologo, rna vir.a opela cl'ar-
te, che gareggi con I'originale per la
briosa vivaciti del dialogo e le esila-
ranti volgariti del linguaggio. Il
traduttore nel conrlurre il suo lavoro,
si d imposta, oltre alla legge della
bellezz-a, anche cluella della veriti.: due
principi clie non si contratlicot.lo, 1l1a
s'integrano a vicencla, per la migliore
intelligcnza dell'opera antica e clella
cir ilta clre le 1lro,1us.c.

A1+/
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but he alr'vays treated such a thing
disdainf ully. He preferred to
achieve greatness-to fight for it,
'lvork for it, suffer for it: even die
in the task of achieving it.

\Vhat a wonclerful saga, rvhat an
immortal epic, might be written of
this man's daring and genius ! Born
to a life of royal ease, he preferred
the thrill of living dangerously,
gloriously, in the constant rhythm
of daily strr-rggles. He anticipatecl
by at least forty years the heroic
challenge of the little Italian soldier
rvho braved death in the blood-
stained fields of the barren Carso
l'vith the all-conquering conscious-
ness that it is better to live an hour
like a lion than a century like
sheep.

Explorer, scientist, mountain-
climber, naval commander, organiz-
er, colonizer: the Duke ol /,:bruzzi
carried far and wide Italy's colors
and Italy's ancient traditions of
daring and conquest. The spectacle
of a Prince living down the impedi-
ment of royal restrictions and thus
rising to undreamed-of heights-a
Man among men, a Prince among
Princes-is rare indeed. But still
rarer is the spectacle of a Prince,
already world-famous, who at the
age of sixty penetrates into dark
Af rica, like a colonizer of old, there
to build a new State, there to win
new glory, there to die.

"Itala gente da,lle ntolte vite"-
a people of many and diverse lives,
indeed: a people who can never
perish as long as men like the, D,uke
ol .\bruzzi are born to lead and
honor them.

BERNARD SHAW: ..SAYER

OF SMART THINGS'"

BER\ARD. SHAW, that super-
- annuated master of paradox
and - oftener than not - of irn-
pudence, has at long last condescen-
ed to visit our benighted States and
thus give these fool Americans a
fleeting glimpse of the miracle man
of the age.

Truth to tell, I am one of those
ferv-they must indeed be very,

ATLANTICA, APRIL, 1933

very few-lvho fail to wax admir-
ing abotlt Sharv's humor. This
statement is tantarlount to a con-
fession of asininity on my part.
Horvever, I'd rather be a Boeotian
and bay at the moon than sttch an
admirer of liis wit.

For those rvho f ee1 inclined to
consider the septuagenarian globe
trotter as the greatest humorist of
all times I shall give here a char-
acteristic instance, as repor-ted by
Helen Keller, that marvelous wo-
man whom all the r'vorld admires
and reveres 

;

"Tlten zvlt,y doit you cotne to
Anterica?" ,l asked.

"Why shonld. I? All Anterica
conles to see ?me."

Lad,y Astor laid her hand on his
arm and. shook it a little, as if he
were a chr.ld behuvi,ng badly before
cornpany.

"S,he,w," slte said, "dotc't yort
rcali,ze that tlis is H elen Keller?
Slte is deof and blincl."

His answer must haae shocked
eaerybody; but a few ncotnents

l>assetl beforc I knew zultat it was.
A quiver ra% througlx Atlrs. Jl[acy's
hand.-I zuas shut off froon th'e

scene, q,nd, I stood, zuondering antl
zuaiting. Then, Mrs. Macy sPelled
to tne ',uhat l[r. Shaw had said:

"Why, of course! All Americons
are deaf and bli.nd-ond dumb."

Poor Helen Keller, a tragic and
pathetic figure, one of the noblest
creatures that ever walked God's
earth, being thus merciiessly hurt
by an insolent old fool who must
say smart things at all costs ! This
sort of humor is on a par with his
solemn asseveration that President
Roosevelt was elected because he
got himself photographed with a
baby in his arms.

Frank Harris, an infinitely great-
er writer than Shaw, a master of
English if ever there was one, gave
Bernard Shaw his start in litera"
ture, many years ago-a fact of
rvhich Shaw had to be remincled
often. A few years before Harris
died, poor and forgotten, he said to
Shaw: "The only way to conquer
me, Shaw, is by being more gener-
ous to me than I can be to you:
surpass me in that and my arms
fall of themselves."

A concise and penetrating anal-
1'sis of Sharv's character: generos-
it1', loving ltindness, tenderness-
these are qualities entirely foreign
to his literary personality. I can't

see horv he can conquer one Amer-
ican heart by tl.rus insulting the
greatest American living tvoruan.

I commend the follorving thought
b1' Pascal to \'Ir. Shan"s benign
consideration: "Your sayer of srnart
things has a bad heart."

***

THE EFFICIENT
AMERICAN: AS MR.
BRISBANE SEES HIM.

fHE announcement by the Head
' of the Italian Goverunient that

he rvould like to see ltaly's popula-
tion increased in the next ten years
by seventeen millions has brought
forth a vivid comment from the
pen of Arthur Brisbane. I have
had occasion to refer in these
columns to X,Ir. Brisbane's clear
vision and briiliant str,le. His wis-
dom and ivit make hinr, in rl_r'opin-
ion, the outstanding American jour-
nalist that he is.

I hope that I may be allowed to
reproduce some passages from his
interesting article which appeared
recently in the Hearst papers.

"A country rnuclt, smaller than
Cdlifonria, far behind Califonti,a in
fertility arcd wealth, of eztery kind,,
already possessing nearly ten times
th,e population of Colifornia, pro-
poses to add in ten yeors four
times Ca.lifornia's populatiorc to
zuhat ltaly I'tas already.

"trI/'ise Mttssolini hnows th.at tloe
real wealth of t,he zuorld is INTEL-
LIGENT POPULAT,ION, and,
that he utill find room and useful
zuork for the seaenteen million nezu
Italians when they come.

"If IVlussolini could send us
seztenteen millions of his good ltal-
ians that knozu hozu to zpork and,
are zuilling to zaork ON THE
SOIL, they zuould, adcl billions a
year to the wealth of this country
and, consume wheot that our farm-
ers cannot sell. They would, utili,ze
the fertile lands of Flori.da, Cali-
fornia and, tl,re Gulf Coast now
zuasted. Tl'tey zuould be a blessi,ng
to the United States and do more
tkan all ou.r talhi.ng and Techno-
cracy nonsense to ynahe this coun-
try prosperous.

"What is true of ltalians is trwe
of the otlrcr hard, worhi.ng races,
if zae can get tkern. We need fi.fty
ttcillion more Iri,slwnen, Scotchwen,
Englislt n Len, G ermans, Attstrali.ans,
-Rrrssiarrs, all of the racial strai.ns
tltat, combined, haae produced. the
EF F I C I EI\tr T AA,I E RI C AN.',
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lished in handsome l6rno of about modcrn Italian by tht: author.
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